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The Center gives people of all faiths,
backgrounds, and ages the space to
dream, grow, and become fully alive—
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spiritually.
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“A place for celebration, enrichment and healing”

Glory to God in the Highest
And Peace to all Peoples on Earth!
On a Silent and Holy night over 2,000 years ago a baby was born. A little one entered the world far from the
comforts of home, born to parents who probably did not totally understand what was happening, yet, found the
strength and the faith to say “yes.”
The birth of this little one inspired choirs of Angels to sing “Alleluia!” and earthly Kings to tremble with fear.
He would grow up showing the world how to love in such an extravagant way, that he threatened the powers
that be and was cruelly punished for it.
That little baby, Jesus of Nazareth, the one whom we now proclaim as Christ the Lord grew up and spent his
entire life preaching the arrival of the Kingdom of God. “Do you not have eyes to see and ears to hear?” Be
awake! Be Alert! The kingdom is in your midst! This day! This very hour!
What Jesus began over 2,000 years ago continues to be revealed and the invitation still stands. Each one of us
should hear Jesus say: “Will you join me? Will you be my hands and feet to reveal the love of God to all peoples? Will you stand with those who are lost and alone? Will you forgive 70 x 7, seek out the lost, feed the
hungry? Will you work for peace and justice? Will you love your neighbor and know that the whole world is
your neighborhood? When people get to know you will they also get to know me? Join with me and know
the Peace and the Love which is beyond all human understanding.”
After you read this reflection, may I invite you to pause for a moment, close your eyes and imagine that you
hear Jesus inviting you into his work for the Kingdom. And perhaps as you hear Jesus speaking, you may detect the choirs of Angels singing in the distant background. Know that they sing to celebrate your “Yes,” they
sing to celebrate your birth as a child of God who is ready to make known the Kingdom of God in this place,
in this time, here and now:
“Glory to God in the Highest! And peace to all peoples on Earth!”
Amen!

Meditation: Attending the Silence
Tuesday evenings 5:30 pm- 6:00 pm & Thursday mornings: 9:00 am-9:30 am
Please join Chris Hopkins for a 20 minute period of silent meditation each week. Come whenever you are able.
Loving-Kindness Meditation ~ Monday mornings 9:00 am-9:30 am
Our Monday morning meditation is a Loving-Kindness meditation. It is not a silent meditation, but a group prayer for
peace in the world beginning with ourselves. Come whenever you are able. Questions may be directed to Chris Hopkins, 708-361-3650.

LABYRINTH OFFERINGS!

Saturday morning Labyrinth walk ~ Dec. 7th ~ 8:00am
Let’s gather down at our new permanent labyrinth to walk in fellowship and peace. No registration is necessary. We
will walk rain or shine. Hope to meet you there!
Thursday evening Labyrinth walk~ Dec. 5th ~ 5:30pm
Let’s gather down at our new permanent labyrinth to walk in fellowship and peace. No registration is necessary. We
will walk rain or shine. Hope to meet you there! (if it’s dark, you may want to bring a flashlight)
Gather Round the Table
We take a break from gathering during the busy month of December. There are so many other faith opportunities in
our newsletter, please join us. The date in January when we gather next is: Sunday, January 26th, 2014
Monday Morning Book Club ~ January 13 ~ 10:00-11:45 am
We are reading The Four Agreements by Don Miquel Ruiz. Be Impeccable with your word. Don’t take anything personally. Don’t make assumptions. Always do your Best. These are the four agreements. Ruiz discusses them from
the perspective of the ancient Toltec wisdom tradition. Please join us! As always, we ask that you register.

MINDFULNESS
Sunday mornings from 11:00am-12:00pm
We gather to meditate and to reflect upon one aspect of meditation and/or mindfulness. We actually do a mindful activity and we spend some time offering each other support and encouragement in our quest to actually be present to our
lives. No registration is required. All are welcome ages 8yrs old and older.

SPIRITUALITY 101
Tuesday evenings 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Dec.3, 10th & 17th . (or)
Thursday mornings 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., Dec. 5th, 12th, &, 19th.
Camels, Sheep and Angels: Exploring the Birth Stories
of Jesus in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
Luke’s gospel has sheep but no camels. Matthew’s gospel has Magi but no shepherds. Each evangelist had their own
reasons for how they told the story of Jesus’ birth. Come and learn what lessons they offer to us today. Cost is $5/class.
Registration is required.
Beginning January 14th & 16th: “Painting the Stars: Science, Religion and an Evolving Faith”. Celebrating the communion of science and faith, Painting the Stars explores the promise of evolutionary Christian spirituality. Be sure to check out
our January newsletter for more information!

MEN’S POINT OF VIEW

Tuesday, Dec. 3rd 7:00-8:00pm
This month MEN’S POINT Of VIEW meets together with PATHWAY SPIRITUALITY,
Men’s POV is a men’s discussion group that usually meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month to discuss topics like spirituality, history, current events, cosmology. In December, we’ll meet on the same night as the Pathway Spirituality
group. December’s topic is Mindfulness & Technology.

Sunday Advent Services in the Chapel
12:30pm & 4:30pm
Our beloved Wayside Chapel takes on the special beauty of the
season during the season of Advent. Adorned with greenery and
candlelight, we meditate upon the stories of Christmas. With
song and prayer we reflect upon the stories of Christmas.
The themes for each week are:
December 1nd
December 8th
December 15th
December 22rd
December 24th

Christmas Cantata
The birth of Jesus of Nazareth
The coming of the Shepherds
The coming of the Magi
The birth of Christ in our lives

Pilgrimage
to the Manger
Saturday, Dec. 14th or
Sunday, Dec. 15th
at 6 pm
As always we start in the
Lodge where we will don
Judean head scarves in
order to follow Mary and
Joseph on their pilgrimage to the manger. Bring warm coats, mittens, etc., for the walk
across the bridge to the farm. The shepherds with their sheep and the Magi on horseback
will join us on the pilgrimage. The Rev. Chris Hopkins will lead us in scripture and carols,
as we each experience again the Miracle of that first Christmas. It is truly a special night
for both children and adults. Reservations are required as we will accept a maximum of
100 people per pilgrimage. Please reserve your spot for either evening as early as possible! A free will donation is greatly appreciated. All proceeds support the mission of the
Center.
Christmas Eve Children’s Service
3:00 pm Tuesday, December 24th.
This service will be held in
the Anderson Center
(on the east side of Southwest Highway)
All families with younger children are invited! We
will celebrate Jesus’ birthday with a real birthday
cake, read the Christmas story and sing a Christmas carol or two. Each child is asked to bring a
“birthday present” for baby Jesus by picking out a
canned good to be donated to the Palos Township
Emergency Food Pantry.
Candlelight Christmas Eve Communion Service:
4:30 pm Tuesday, December 24th.
This Communion Service will be held in the Great Hall of the Lodge.
What a beautiful way to celebrate Christmas ! All are truly welcome!

ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND RENEWAL OF VOWS
Sunday, December 1, beginning with 4:30 p.m. Vespers
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral, or a courthouse, we invite you to this beautiful evening of celebrating and renewing your marriage commitment. The evening begins with a Vespers Service
at 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. After Vespers, you will enjoy a gracious candlelight dinner in the lodge and then return to the Chapel for the Renewal of Wedding Vows ceremony. For reservations, send $75 for dinner for two, to
be received no later than November 18
Planning ahead? The Jan-Feb Anniversary Dinner is scheduled for February 9
EMERSON HILL NIGHT: THE BOB CRATCHIT CANDLELIGHT DINNER
Sunday, December 8th, 5:15 - 9:00 p.m. Reservations required.
In the tradition of Charles Dickens' Christmas Carol, we'll feast on roast goose, turkey, and plum pudding, just as Tiny Tim's family did in merry old England. Both before and
after dinner, we'll be entertained by the delightful storyteller/drama teacher Greg Weiss, as
he reads from Dickens' classic tale of the Christmas spirits visiting Scrooge. The tradition of
reading The Christmas Carol at The Center dates back to the 1930's. In the 80's, we added
the dinner, and have enjoyed this as one of the nicest evenings of the year at The Center
ever since.
Dinner tickets are $32 per person and are limited in number. Please reserve early.
CHRISTMAS HIGH TEAS
IN THE LOG CABIN ART CENTER:
Heartwarming, Cozy, And Delicious!
Dec 12, 13, 14, 15 ,18, 19, 20
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
The Log Cabin hostesses invite you to enjoy
a cup of Christmas tea and a plate of scrumptious Christmas cookies, cakes, hors
d'oeuvres, fruits, and tea sandwiches. A heartwarming Christmas story will be
shared by the fire and each tea guest will have an opportunity to make Christmas
potpourri so that they can take home a bit of the Log Cabin's warm and cozy holiday ambience. Advance tickets are required: $25 per guest.
THE YULE LOG SERVICE
December 22, 7:30 p.m. $10 advance tickets required, available at the lodge
The Yule Log Service is a lovely evening at The Center, featuring Christmas
carols, scripture, stories, and a variety of old-fashioned traditions. The highlight of
each service is the lighting of the huge log and the opportunity for each participant to
throw his or her own twig into the fire, symbolizing a fresh start for the new year.
Special music by The Center singers, the Christmas scripture from Luke 2 read by
Chris Hopkins, and "The Night Before Christmas." poem enacted by Ron Greene
make the Yulelog Service a night of warm fellowship, good cheer, and Christmas
spirit.
We are only having one Yule Log Service this year, so please get your tickets early. In order to make the
experience both wonderful and safe, we do have an attendance limit. The tickets are actually name tags, so that
they can be worn at the Yule Log Service. We encourage you to get your nametag-tickets early to insure your
place in this wonderful and traditional Christmas evening.
WOMANTALK NEW YEAR'S EVE BRUNCH!
Tuesday, Dec 31, 10 a.m. – noon
WOMANTALK! is a wonderfully nurturing and supportive women’s discussion group,
led by Mary Ann Grzych, and focusing on the month’s readings in Sarah Ban Breathnach’s “Simple Abundance” and other books. The focus of Womantalk is on learning
to live authentically, joyfully, simply, and gratefully. Suggested donation: $10, to be
given to a women's charity of the group's choosing. Please call to reserve a spot for
brunch!
CENTER CINEMA
The Shop Around the Corner (1940) Ernst Lubitsch, 99m BW
Film Classics Shared and Discussed
Friday December 13th, 6:30 - 9 pm
If you think It’s a Wonderful Life is Jimmy Stewart’s only Christmas classic,
you’re in for a wonderful surprise. Stewart stars with Margaret Sullivan in
this comedy-drama-romance with plenty of the Lubitsch touch. They’re cute
-as-buttons, down to earth, and glamorous at the same time—No easy feat!
Lively discussion to follow. We'll bring popcorn. Free, but please call to say
you’re coming.

SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP
Spiritual Director Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one
spiritual companionship services to anyone seeking spiritual direction through prayer, meditation, and dialogue. The
cost is $20/hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund. Please, call the office at any time for details
about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as a spiritual companion all day every Tuesday. We all need
the love, support, and witness of others who share our journey.
GENTLE YOGA CLASSES
5 Tuesday evenings, beginning November 26 (skip 12/24 and 12/31)
6:30 - 8 pm, at the Anderson Activity Center at the farm
We invite you to this series of gentle yoga classes taught by yoga instructor Valerie Lindstrom. The classes will
include discussion and practice on breathing, relaxation, and centering, as well as movement and poses. Dress
in comfortable clothing; bring a yoga mat and water bottle. Meet at the Anderson Center at the farm. Class fee:
$50. Preregistration required.
Restore your body, mind, and soul...
PREPARE FOR THE HOLIDAYS: AN EVENING OF RESTORATIVE YOGA
Sunday, December 1, 6-8 pm in the Fireside Room of the Lodge
Yoga instructor Valerie Lindstrom invites you to an evening of gentle yoga,
aromatherapy, a longer relaxation period called a Yoga Nidra, brief forehead
massages ( to those who want it), and more. Newcomers to yoga are welcome. Bring a blanket, pillow or bolster. Fee: $25, proceeds are Valerie's
Christmas gift to The Center.
LAUGHTER CIRCLE: "Don't Stress Out...Learn to Laugh Through The Holidays!"
Sunday, Dec. 1, 6 p.m.
We invite you to join our New Laughter Circle, meeting the first Sunday of the
month. Laughter leader Kathy O’Brien brings laughter and all its benefits to our
new Laughter Circle. What's a laughter circle? It's a group of people who want to
LAUGH! Not from jokes or comedy routines. but rather from laughter for the sake
of laughter! Research shows that laughter strengthens the immune system, reduces stress and anxiety, alleviates pain, and helps people get along better. Kathy is an R.N.
and an Advanced Certified Laughter Leader who is sure to tickle your funny bone! Suggested donation of $10 per month. Please call to reserve a spot!

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS RETREAT: Preparing Our Hearts and Our Hearths for Christmas
Friday and Saturday, December 6-7, 5 pm to 5 pm
We gather for a weekend of Christmas creativity, making snow globes, baskets of evergreens, Christmas biscotti, and more. We invite you to our very popular 20th annual women’s Christmas Retreat, which
will focus on preparing not just our homes, but also our hearts for the holidays. Featuring Christmas crafts
and gourmet treats, fireside fellowship, and time for reflection, this women’s retreat is always a wonderful
way to get in the spirit of the season. Retreat leaders: Holly Soule' and Lois Lauer
Retreat cost: $116 which includes accommodations, meals, and all major supplies.

OTHER PROGRAMS COMING UP AFTER CHRISTMAS

(please pre-register after December 15):
LAUGHTER CIRCLE: Sunday, January 5, 6 pm: Start the new year with fun and laughter, with
Kathy O'Brien
TUESDAY EXTENDED LUNCHEON, Jan 7, 10am-2 pm: Day of Reflection, with Chris Hopkins and Lois Lauer (guided meditation, labyrinth walk, entering into the new year in a mindful
way.) $17.00 per person.
EMERSON HILL: Jan 19, beginning with a 5:30 dinner:
An Evening with John Huston, Arctic Explorer Extraordinaire! $18.00 per person.
JAZZ BISTRO, Sunday, Feb 16, our annual Valentine evening with Darlene Baresch and
musicians, and a five-course French dinner. $48.00 per person.

TUESDAY LUNCHEONS -- 12:00 NOON - 2:00 P.M.
Each Tuesday, we invite you to join us for a delicious luncheon followed by an enriching program. Advance reservations are
always required by the Sunday before the Tuesday luncheon. Some luncheons are very popular so please reserve early so
that we don't have to disappoint you! Luncheons cost $17. Call The Center office for reservations: 361-3650. Both the luncheon and the program are always delightful.

Tuesday , December 3: The Christmas Crèche—from St. Francis to the Children’s Farm
Center Program Director Lois Lauer will share the story of how St. Francis began the tradition of reenacting the
story of Christmas, and then she’ll be joined by Chris Hopkins and several other members of The Center’s staff
to stage our own reenactment of Bethlehem right here in the Great Hall of the Lodge (with a real donkey and
sheep!). Several beautiful examples of porcelain and wood nativity sets will be on display. If you have a nativity set to add to the display, please let us know when you register for the luncheon.
Tuesday , December 10: A Joan Walsh Anglund Christmas Party!
Each December we celebrate an artist whose Christmas artwork we love. This year we're
sharing our love and enjoyment of beloved folk artist Joan Walsh Anglund. Do you remember those tiny books, in the 60's and 70's, of delightful wisdom and sweet drawings of wide
eyed children? Accompanied by photos of her artwork and stories of her life, we'll celebrate
the life and work of Joan Walsh Anglund and also include some favorite Christmas carols
and readings from her books. With the help of our own folk artist April Schabes, we'll end
the party in the log cabins with some Joan Walsh Anglund-inspired Christmas crafts.
Tuesday, December 17: Christmas at the White House!
"Oh, there's no place like home for the holidays" unless you are the
President of the United States, and then, "There's no place like the
White House for the holidays." Join Elizabeth Doyle and Jenny
Rddle as they share not only the stories of the Presidents' families, but sing some of
the favorite Christmas songs enjoyed by those families in "CHRISTMAS AT THE
WHITE HOUSE."
We are thrilled to end our luncheon season with this wonderful program of holiday
music and stories by two leading ladies Jenny Riddle and Elizabeth Doyle.
NO LUNCHEON ON DECEMBER 24 or 31

DON'T FORGET TO SHOP IN
THE FELLOWCRAFTERS
GIFT SHOP FOR GREAT
CHRISTMAS GIFTS AND
DECORATIONS!

Also in the Gift Shop:
NEW 2014
CALENDARS
by Lois Hrejsa
and her Drawing students.

And on the front porch and
lawn of the lodge: Handmade wooden reindeer and
Christmas Wreaths!

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
FROM THE EIGHTY FIRST ANNUAL MEETING

This past November 10th The Center celebrated eighty-one years of growth and dedication to the spirit
of love and service. We have continually focused on and honed that mission so thoughtfully laid out
eighty-one years ago by our founder Rev. Paul T. Sanders. Sandy dreamed of a place which as he put
it, would be “A sanctuary that exemplifies selfless love, beauty, harmony and brotherhood.” I see that
every day here in the actions of our fellowship, our volunteers, our men in recovery, our staff, and our
board of trustees. There is bountiful love, compassion and empathy towards one another. There are
acts of kindness and grace that warm our hearts and rekindle our faith in the goodness of people.
There is also tremendous beauty in the cycle of nature, the changing of the seasons, the forest and
farmland. And there is untold beauty in the hearts and minds of all who partake here. I have always felt
part of a strong brotherhood at The Center…where if I made a mistake or had a bad day…there would
be many who would pick me up and dust me off and say “It’s ok, we love you anyway.” That is perhaps
my most cherished trait of this organization and fellowship. We give people room and inspiration to
grow. Our fellowship has this uncanny spirit of “catching people doing something right!” This feeling, this
vision is essential to our success. It is what keeps people coming back and staying connected here.
The average life-span of a not-for-profit organization is forty years. The average life-span of a church is
seventy years. We are now at eighty-one years and still going strong. Our success is not because of an
expert CEO or a large endowment fund. Our success lies in a harmony amongst our fellowship, our
staff and volunteers. Each plays a critical role here. There is an overlying vision of what The Center
stands for that is shared by all of us - a place that is guided by the teachings of love and service. The
Center is a place where you can find some peace, an anchor in our ever-changing world. We do our
best to promote growth and give room to grow. Most importantly, I feel we are exceptional in allowing
people to heal – to overcome setbacks, to start over if necessary. Here is a place you can do that with a
fellowship that has your back. We have witnessed this so many times. Scott Hone in our fellowship corner recently wrote “When I first came to The Center I was lonely, tired and very angry. I met the kindest
people here, volunteers, staff and visitors. These people and The Center changed my life, helped me
make myself the person I am today. I’m fortunate to be able to come back a lot and plan to do so often.”
Scott’s words warm my heart. These words make so many things worth the effort…but Scott’s words
are not unique. They are shared by so many people of all ages and walks of life who found new beginnings here.
The Center is an oasis where children can learn and grow through a nature-based preschool, summer
camp programs, Junior Farmers with Miss Kay, 4H and art programs. Adults can learn and grow
through our many retreats and luncheon programs, spiritual programs, meditation, vespers services and
art programs. There are Christmas teas, wildflower walks, festivals, barn dances, pumpkin picking and
shearing sheep. Even the fellowship and camaraderie of running a huge rummage sale is awesome.
We do an amazing amount of activities in a year and could not do them without you!
The words of our mission statement have changed throughout the years – but not the original intent.
The Center’s mission is to give people of all faiths, backgrounds, and ages the space to dream, grow
and become fully alive – physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually. We have a wonderful place
and the fellowship to do just that! I thank each and every one of you for making The Center what it is
today. It has been an honor for me to be a part of this magnificent dream that still unfolds.
Wishing you the Merriest of Christmases and a Happy and Joy-Filled New Year!

David F. Sanders
Executive Director
The Center

Farm and Nature Discovery Preschool
November was a terrific month as we celebrated our Grandparents with the children
singing songs they have been practicing. Afterwards, they got to visit the classrooms,
and get a tour of the barn, thanks to our wonderful farm volunteers.
We also had our Thanksgiving feast. This is where the children from all the classrooms
come together as pilgrims and Indians. They share a meal that consists of turkey, cranberry sauce, green beans, corn, mashed potatoes, rolls, and pumpkin pie. It is always a favorite. The theme for
the month, “Pioneers and Explorers,” fits perfectly with our gathering.
The month of December, our theme entitled “There’s Snow Place like Home” is all about seeing how animals hibernate during the winter. They learn where animals live and about all the different types of homes they
have. We also show the children how our very own animals spend their winter and stay warm. The children get
to make a “hot bran mash” that they feed the animals. It is always a treat for the animals and the kids.
They always make treats for the birds, and their own animal homes.
In addition, we will have our live nativities this month and a visit from our wonderful Santa. What a terrific
school this is. Please come join us for a tour to see how your child can be part of all the wonderful things we
do here. Call Kristin at (708) 361-8933 for a tour or information.

Holiday Trim-a-Tree Party
At The Children’s Farm
Please join us in helping our animals celebrate Christmas!
th

On Saturday, December 14 from 1pm-3pm we will be hosting a Holiday Trim-a-Tree Party for our farm animals. Our
Trim-a-Tree party will focus on getting our farm holiday-ready and getting our animals in the Christmas Spirit! Children will spend time making several ̔wildlife friendly ̓ tree ornaments, decorating our outdoor tree, and bringing
some Christmas spirit to our farm animals. Our animals will all be awaiting visitors and holiday refreshments will be
served. In lieu of an admission fee, we are asking guests to bring a Christmas gift from our Animal Wish List provided
below.












DuraFlex Rubber Feed Pan – 3 and 6 ½ Gallon Sizes
Chicken Mash – 50 lb bags
Oats – 50 lb bags
Horse lead ropes – Poly or Cotton
Grooming Brushes – Curry Combs, Hard Bristle
brushes, soft bristle brushes, Mane and tail brushes
Horse Halters –Large and average horse sizes
5 Gallon – Flat Back buckets
Plastic Stall Pitch Forks
Deep Trough Metal Wheelbarrows
Industrial, Rubber Hose – 3/4 “X 50 Ft
Agrimaster Poly-Tuf Structural Foam Stock Tank – 50-150 Gallon sizes
All of the above items can be found at Blain’s Farm and Fleet in Kankakee, IL – 815.933.3244
All animal feeds and pet supplies can be found at Ludwig’s Feed in Lemont, IL – 603.257.3097

A message from our Chairman of the Board:
I believe everyone who reads this newsletter al–
ready understands that The Center is a wonderful organization. They also understand that The Center depends o n
donations from the fellowship, not only to offer the programs
that they do, but also to pay the bills. I probably don’t need
to explain any of that to you. Every year at
Christmas time the board chairman writes
a letter making an appeal to you to share in the
holiday spirit and give to The Center. This year I
would like to challenge you to make this the
best appeal ever. Every year there is a core group
of people that donate to The Center at this time
of the year. And your generous donations are greatly
appreciated. Each year the Christmas appeal
raises about $30,000. Certainly a very helpful
amount. However if everyone that gets a newsletter
would donate just $10 dollars more than you normally
do to the Christmas appeal, that could bring in more than
$25,000 more at a time that it is most definitely needed.
So, when I came on the board I told Dave I am not
a fundraiser, I will not directly ask people for money. As I
finish my term on the board, I will break that rule. I am
challenging each one of you. Increase your normal
donations by $10; if you would normally donate $1000
make it $1010, $100 make it $110. If you do not normally
respond to the Christmas appeal and could just give $10
that would be greatly appreciated.
In this season of giving, I would like to ask you to
support The Center in the way you deem most appropriate.
I would encourage you to support The Center because you
believe in its mission, programs and people. We depend on
the generous contributions of all of you.

Andy Maricle
Chairman of the
Board of Trustees

NEWLY ELECTED TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
At the November 10th Annual Meeting, the following person was elected to the Board of Trustees of The Center for a term
of three years. Please give him a warm welcome.
John Schabes was nominated to his first term on the Board of Trustees. John had previously served on The
Center’s Board as Treasurer from 2005 through 2010. John discovered the
Center while attending his sister’s wedding at the Wayside Chapel in 1983,
and he decided at that time he would return there for his own wedding
someday. "Someday" came in 1997 when he and his wife Nicole were married by Rev. Steenken. John and Nicole then began attending vespers service and taking part in other programs The Center offered. Both of his children, Miranda and Nathan have been baptized by Frank Sanders here in
the Wayside Chapel, and are also graduates of the Farm and Nature Discovery pre-school program.
John graduated with honors from Governors State University in 1993 with a
Bachelors degree as a business major. He returned for a second Bachelors
degree in Accounting, graduating in 2005 with high honors. In June of
2007, he successfully completed the examinations required to become a
Certified Public Accountant. He is currently employed as a Senior Accountant at Wolf & Company LLP in Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois, where he consults with organizations and individuals regarding tax matters. In addition,
he regularly assists businesses and charitable organizations with their dayto-day bookkeeping, internal accounting systems and software.
Regarding his service as a trustee, John states "It is an honor to be able to give back to an organization that
has been such a blessing for my family. I feel privileged to be able to help The Center continue to fulfill its
mission to 'be a friend to all mankind' in so many unique and wonderful ways."

Please
support our
sponsors
this
Holiday
Season

15300 West Avenue Suite 300
Orland Park, IL 60462
(708) 349-6700

9700 W 131st St
Palos Park, IL 60464
(708) 361-3350

Drawing
by
Lois Hrejsa
2012

Express Your Creative Spirit at
THE LOG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS
12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park
708-361-3650
www.thecenterpalos.org/artclasses.html
Classes and workshops for adults and children in fine arts and folk arts
DECEMBER 2013
Most of the autumn art classes are in their final few weeks before the Christmas break. However, there are a few late
November and early December holiday workshops (see descriptions below). We also include a tentative list of starting
dates for January and February classes. The complete January-February Schedule will be available at The Center by
mid-December and will be published in the January newsletter and on the website. Join us for an opportunity to express your creative spirit! Preregistration is always required for art classes so that teachers can prepare.

PAPERCRAFTS: CARDMAKING
Instructor: Ann Fowler
Create beautiful cards, sometimes whimsical, sometimes heartwarming, by folding, cutting, gluing, and arranging layers of papers.
Tuesday morning, Nov 26: 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon
Winter Cards (Red, green ,shiny, and snowy) Class fee: $18 plus $6 materials fee
“TIN BELLS” -- an old-fashioned look for your Christmas doorway
Instructor: Jackie Riffice
Monday evening, November 25, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
These antique-looking bells, made from old tin lids, provide a pleasant tinkle when nestled amidst a swag of
evergreens on your front door. Make 3 short strings of tin bells, and a swag of fresh balsam and pine. Class
Fee: $14 plus $6 materials fee (Bring work gloves, needle-nose pliers, pruners, and 12 tin can lids) (We have
extra lids if you don't have them!)
EVERGREEN WREATHS!
Instructor: George Mitchell
A circle of fresh greens for Christmas!
Monday evening, December 2, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Let professional floral designer George Mitchell help you create a beautiful fresh balsam fir wreath complete
with pine cones and a red velvet bow, just in time for the Christmas holidays. Class Fee: $12 plus $12 materials fee (Bring pruners)
FAMILY POTTERY CLASSES (also open to adults without kids)
Instructor: Heather Young
Making Christmas Ornaments: 2 Wednesday evenings, Dec 4 (clay) and Dec 11 (glaze), 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
On the first night of class, you'll create clay Christmas ornaments. Then the pieces are kiln fired to a stone-like
hardness. The second class night is for applying the colorful glazes. The pieces are then fired a second time to
melt the glaze into a shiny finish. Pottery pickup is a week after the last class. Workshop fee: $16 per person per
2-night workshop
CHRISTMAS GOURDCRAFT!
Instructor: Karen Caldwell (www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell)
Create holiday gourd ornaments, kissing balls, or birdhouses*
Mon, Dec 9, 1 – 3:30 or 6:30 – 9 p.m.
Transform dried gourds into marvelous holiday decorations with acrylic paints, pigment inks, glazes, and a
protective coat for a finishing touch.
Class Fees: $18 plus $15 materials fee
*Early registration is necessary in order for Karen to have your gourd type or size ready for you.
**NOTE: The class room will be open from 1pm to 9pm so if you have already attended a class with Karen
and have an unfinished gourd at home, you may want to bring it during that time to finish the project, burn a
design, add a rim, or add other embellishments. There will be patterns, tools, rimming materials and beads,
available. Register as a Follow-up student. Follow-up Student Fee: $7 per hour plus $5 materials fee.

Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops. Class and materials fees are
due at time of registration. All class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registration
fee. No refunds or transfers of fees are available for cancellations made less than 24 hours prior to
the beginning of class. To register by mail, send check and the following information: Name, address, phone, email, name and date/time of class, and if registration is for a child, send birth date and
grade in school, plus parents’ names and emergency contact information.

REGISTRATION OPENS FOR JANUARY ART CLASSES DEC 15.
CHRISTMAS GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE TODAY!
Win-Win 10% discounts available for students who register by Jan 15
for 3 consecutive 6-week sessions, January through May.

STARTING DATES
FOR JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2014 ART CLASSES:
KIDS' ART with Jessie Schaar and Heather Young! Saturday, January 11, 9 a.m. or 10:30 a.m.
TEEN POTTERY with Heather Young, Monday, January 13, 6:30 p.m.
FAMILY POTTERY with Heather Young, Wednesday, January 15, 6:30 p.m.

ADULT CLASSES:
PAPER-CRAFTS with Ann Fowler, Tuesday, February 25, 9:30 p.m.
POETRY with MaryAnn Grzych, Tuesday, January 7, 9:15 p.m.
CALLIGRAPHY with Marge Boyd, Monday, January 13, 1 p.m.
DRAWING with Lois Hrejsa, Thursday, January 9, 9 a.m.
WATERCOLOR PAINTING with Lenox Wallace, Wed or Thurs, January 8 or
9, 6:30 p.m., or with Lois Hrejsa, Thursday January 9, 1 p.m.
STONEWARE POTTERY with Karen Stasky, Thursday, January 16, 6:30 p.m.
WOODCARVING with Keith Miller, Thursday, January 9, 9 a.m.
STORY JEWELRY with Catherine Myers, March date TBA
COLLAGE with April Schabes, Wednesday, January 8, 9:30 a.m.
PAPERMAKING with Marilyn VandenBout, Wednesday, January 29, 6:30 p.m.
BASKETMAKING with Ann Fowler, Thursday, Feb 27, 9:30 a.m. or with
Jane Dwyer, Thursday, Jan 16, 6:30 p.m.
QUILTING with Denise Dulzo, Wednesday, January 8, 1 p.m.
WEAVING with Nettie Botts, Wednesday, January 15, 9:30 a.m.
LAPIDARY with Larry Rothenberg, Monday 9 a.m. or Wednesday 6:30
p.m., January 6 or 8
SILVERSMITHING/SILVER JEWELRY with Dan Snyder, Monday, February 3, 2 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
STAINED GLASS with Harry Meneghini, Thursday, January 9, 6:30 p.m.
KNITTING with Georgann Ring, Monday 6:30 p.m. or Friday 9:30 a.m., January 6 or 10
PASTEL PAINTING with Susan Flanagan, Monday, January 13 (workshop),
January 27 (class), 9:30 a.m.
BREADMAKING with Lois Lauer, Sunday, January 26, 1-5 p.m.
ARTIST WAY GROUPS will begin in February:
Thursday mornings 10 a.m. - 12 noon, with Robin Neumann, Tuesday mornings details TBA
NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY with Rick Steffen, FORUM Sunday, January 19,
2 p.m.
WOODEN SNOWFLAKES with Holly Soule', Wednesday, January 22, 1 p.m.

A Night to Linger, 2014
A fundraiser to help more children
experience summer camp

Thursday, February 20th 7.00pm
Admission $10
At Hackney’s, Palos Park for the 5th straight year!
More great prizes! Please save the date!

Fellowship Corner: Ron Greene
What is this place? At a visioning retreat in the early 1980’s
Frank, Lois, and I and a bunch of others came to the profound
conclusion that The Center is a place for celebration, enrichment, and healing. For me the operative word was always
“place.” It’s hard to find a place anymore that has a real sense
of “place.” Go to the chain restaurants and generic malls any
place in our mobile, uprooted world, and you are no place at
all. But on the grounds of The Center a soul can get grounded
and centered. Here are friends who share the rhythms of nature and the lure of spirit. In this place, among these people, a
body can dream dreams and awaken to life!
I was so blessed to have been a full-time part of this place in
the 1980’s and early 90’s. And what a blessing to have this
place where I can return for the celebrations, the enrichments,
and the healings.
Happy Christmas to all! And to all, a good night!
Ho Ho Ho! Ron
We are so fortunate, Ron, that you are still a part of this "place."
We love seeing you, and look forward each year to your latest
dramatic rendition of "The Night Before Christmas" at The Yulelog Service....
love and thanks from The Center staff

The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community
Parish and Community Center Foundation
12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL 60464
708-361-3650
http://www.thecenterpalos.org
email: centerpalospark@sbcglobal.net

If you choose to make a Christmas appeal donation
online, would you please mention your intention in the
note area?
Thank you so much for your support!!!

Wishing you the blessings and joys of Christmas
and a New Year filled with happiness!
The Center Staff

