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“We are all meant to be mothers of God…
for God is always needing to be born.”
-Meister Eckhart
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What does Christmas mean to you?
For some it is all about the baking and the shopping and the decorating. For some it is a time to gather with
friends and family members scattered near and far. For some it is a special time tinged with a bit of sadness and
loneliness because of loved ones who are no longer present. For some it is all about family traditions.
For most of us it is a little bit of all this and more.
Hopefully  the  ‘more’  is  the  recognition  that  Christmas  is  the  remembrance  and  celebration  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  of  
Nazareth.  Hopefully  the  ‘more’  includes  time  for  quiet,  prayer  and  reflection.    Hopefully  the  ‘more’  includes,  not  
just mere sentimentality of days gone by, but the understanding that the Christ needs to be born again and again in
our world....in our lives.
The celebration of Christmas ought be the awareness and celebration that God continually yearns to be born in and
through  each  and  everyone  of  one  of  us.    We  are  all  called  to  be  ‘mothers  of  God’  as  Meister  Eckhart  puts  it,  be-
cause what Jesus started over 2,000 years ago urgently needs to be continued today.
If we could only understand and deeply know that Christmas is an awe inspiring, gratitude evoking, life changing,
world enhancing event that needs to happen each and every day of our lives.
Each day we do give birth to the Christ once again when we:
~comfort those who are lonely and hurting.
~clothe the naked and feed the hungry.
~release those who are imprisoned by their sense of inadequacy and unworthiness.
~live in Gratitude to the Holy One who gives life to all.
~be the Peace that comes from gratitude.
~celebrate with Joy the beauty and wonder of life.
~do one act of simple kindness, one offering of unconditional love and one gesture of unlimited compassion.
~let Love flow in us and through us.
Each day everyone of us, man and woman alike, needs to be a mother of God...
Yes! Celebrate what happened so long ago...but let us not forget to celebrate what can and does happen right now,
in our lives, this very day... this very moment.
God so desires to be born once again through me and through you.
Peace and Merry Christmas!

TUESDAY CHRISTMAS LUNCHEONS
12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m.
Each Tuesday, we invite you to join us for a delicious luncheon followed by an enriching program. Advance reservations are always required by the Sunday before the Tuesday luncheon. The December programs are usually very popular so please reserve early! Luncheons cost $15. Call The Center office for reservations: 3613650. Both the luncheon and the program are always delightful.
Tuesday, November 29: Advent: A Time of Preparation and Tradition
Chris Hopkins and Lois Lauer team up to focus on the meaning of the Advent Season and
the old German tradition of creating Advent calendars to mark the days of the season in anticipation of Christmas. After a guided Advent meditation, you'll have an opportunity to create a simple advent calendar of your own. Participants are also encouraged to bring examples of Advent calendars to display.
Tuesday , December 6: The Christmas Crèche
—from  St.  Francis  to  the  Children’s  Farm
Center Program Director Lois Lauer will share the story of how St. Francis
began  the  tradition   of  reenacting  the  story  of   Christmas,   and   then   she’ll  be  
joined  by  several  other  members  of  The  Center’s  staff  to  stage  our  own  reen-
actment of Bethlehem right here in the Great Hall of the Lodge (with a real
donkey and sheep!). Several beautiful examples of porcelain and wood nativity sets will be on display. If you have a nativity set to add to the display,
please let us know when you register for the luncheon.
Tuesday , December 13: A Martha Stewart Christmas!
Beginning as a model, caterer, decorator, designer, artist, collector, and small business entrepreneur, Martha Stewart became an author, magazine publisher, TV personality, and
business magnate. With words and pictures on the screen, Lois Lauer and April Schabes
will walk us through the life and creative work of Martha Stewart, whose name has become
synonymous with simple beauty and natural elegance. After the program, we'll all be invited
over to the art center to try our own hands at creating some Martha Stewart-inspired Christmas crafts, plus a few of The Center's traditional ones, such as cranberry hearts and balsam-printed gift tags. And Chef Rob will use some of Martha's recipes for a delicious
luncheon before the program!
Tuesday, December 20: Madrigal Concert of Christmas Music
Director Christopher Betz and the Stagg High School Madrigal Singers will provide a concert of Christmas and madrigal music in our
gaily decorated Great Hall. This 20 member a cappella group of talented young people will entertain us after we dine on a scrumptious
holiday dinner. Please come and enjoy a day of beautiful music,
great food, and Christmas spirit.
No luncheon on December 27th

WOMANTALK NEW YEAR'S EVE BRUNCH!
Saturday, Dec 31, 10 a.m. – noon
WOMANTALK!   is   a   wonderfully   nurturing   and   supportive   women’s   discussion  
group,   led   by   Mary   Ann   Grzych,   and   focusing   on   the   month’s   readings   in   Sarah  
Ban  Breathnach’s  “Simple  Abundance”  and  other  books.  The  focus  of  Womantalk  
is on learning to live authentically, joyfully, simply, and gratefully. A free-will donation will be collected for a women's charity of the group's choosing. Please call
to reserve a spot for brunch.

Holiday Trim-a-Tree Party
At The Children’‛s Farm

Saturday, December 10th
1pm to 3pm
Our Holiday Trim-a-Tree party will focus on getting our farm Holiday ready! Children will spend time making
several  ’wildlife  friendly’  tree  ornaments,  decorating  our  outdoor  tree,  and  bringing  some  Christmas  spirit  to  
our farm animals. Our animals will all be awaiting visitors and holiday refreshments will be served. In lieu of
an admission fee, we are asking guests to bring a Christmas gift from our Animal Wish List.

1:00-1:45 Craft Making
1:45-2:15 Decorate Tree & Visit Animals
2:15-3:00 Refreshments and Christmas Carols

ANIMAL CHRISTMAS WISH LIST
Pet Collars – Small thru Large
DuraFlex Rubber Feed Pan – 3 and 6 ½ Gallon Sizes
(baby goats, lambs, grown goats, and grown sheep)
Chicken Mash - 50 lb bag
Oats – 50 lb bags
Small Pet Bowls – Stainless Steel Preferred
Rabbit Pellets – 50lb bags
Plastic Stall Pitch Forks
Leashes
Horse lead ropes – Poly or Cotton
Grooming Brushes
5 Gallon – Flat Back buckets
Curry Combs, Hard Bristle brushes, soft bristle brushes, Hoof picks, mane and tail brushes
Horse Halters
Deep Trough Metal Wheelbarrows
Foal size (for baby calves), pony, small horse, and average horse sizes

THE YULE LOG SERVICE

Thursday and Friday,
December 22 and 23 at 7:30 p.m.
$10 advance tickets required, available at the lodge
The Yule Log Services are lovely evenings at The Center, featuring Christmas carols, scripture, stories,
and a variety of old-fashioned traditions. The highlight of each service is the lighting of the huge log and the opportunity for each participant to throw his or her own twig into the fire, symbolizing a fresh start for the new year.
Special music will be provided on Thursday by Joseph Schenk on the piano and on Friday by The Center Youth
Choir  and  Ensemble.    Dave  Sanders  will  lead  both  evenings,  which  will  also  include  “The  Night  Before  Christ-
mas”  told  by  Ron  and  Ben  Greene,  fractured  Christmas  Carols  by  the  staff  and  pathway  "Elfcats,"    and  the  read-
ing of the Christmas Story from Luke 2 by Rev. Chris Hopkins. The Yule Log Service is a night of warm fellowship, good cheer, and Christmas spirit.
The Yule Log Service is a very popular event at The Center. In order to make the experience both wonderful and safe, we do have an attendance limit for each night. The tickets are actually name tags, so that they
can be worn at the Yule Log Service. We encourage you to get your nametag-tickets early to insure your place
in this wonderful and traditional Christmas evening.

SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP
Spiritual Director Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one spiritual companionship services to anyone seeking spiritual direction through prayer, meditation, and dialogue. The
cost is $20/hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund. Please, call the office at any time for details
about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as a spiritual companion all day every Monday. We all
need the love, support, and witness of others who share our journey.

ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND RENEWAL OF VOWS
Sunday, December 4, beginning with 4:30 p.m. Vespers
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral, or a courthouse, we invite you to this beautiful
evening of celebrating and renewing your marriage commitment. The evening begins with a Vespers Service
at 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. After Vespers, you will enjoy a gracious candlelight dinner in the lodge and then
return to the Chapel for the Renewal of Wedding Vows ceremony. For reservations, send $70 for dinner for
two, to be received no later than November 25.
Planning ahead? The Jan-Feb Anniversary Dinner is scheduled for February 19

CENTER CINEMA Steamboat Bill Jr. (1928) Buster Keaton, 70m B/W
Film Classics Shared and Discussed
Friday December 9th, 6:30 - 8:30
The legendary Buster Keaton plays the title role. His dad is a paddle steamer captain
who  hasn’t  seen  his  son  in  many  years.  Junior  comes  back  from  college  a  little  too  dan-
dified  for  his  tough  guy  father’s  liking.  And  he’s  in  love  with  the  rival’s  daughter.  Then  a  
cyclone hits. See it to believe it. Lively discussion to follow. We'll bring popcorn. Free.

EMERSON HILL NIGHT: THE BOB CRATCHIT CANDLELIGHT DINNER
Sunday, December 11th, 5:15 - 9:00 p.m. Reservations required.
In the tradition of Charles Dickens' Christmas Carol, we'll feast on roast goose, turkey, and plum
pudding, just as Tiny Tim's family did in merry old England. Both before and after dinner, we'll be
entertained by the delightful storyteller/drama teacher, Greg Weiss, as he reads from Dickens'
classic tale of the Christmas spirits visiting Scrooge. The tradition of reading The Christmas Carol
at The Center dates back to the 1930's. In the 80's, we added the dinner, and have enjoyed this
as one of the nicest evenings of the year at The Center ever since.
Dinner tickets are $30 per person and are limited in number. Please reserve early.

CHRISTMAS HIGH TEAS
IN THE LOG CABIN ART CENTER:
Heartwarming, Cozy, And Delicious!
Sat and Sunday, Dec 10 and 11
Wed, Thurs, and Fri, Dec 14, 15, and 16
Sat and Sun, Dec. 17 and 18
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
The Log Cabin hostesses invite you to enjoy a cup of Christmas tea and a plate of scrumptious Christmas cookies,
cakes, hors d'oeuvres, fruits, and tea sandwiches. A heartwarming Christmas story will be shared by the fire and each
tea guest will have an opportunity to make Christmas potpourri so that they can take home a bit of the Log Cabin's
warm and cozy holiday ambience.
Advance Tickets Are required: $25 per guest.

GATHER AROUND THE TABLE

Sunday evening, December 4th, 6:00 pm in the parlor. This gathering is a circle of rich conversation and
prayer. We remember when Jesus broke bread with his disciples and friends and we do the same. We welcome all to spend a brief time of deepening their relationship with God. We gather in a circle of mutuality,
open and inclusive—please join us!

MEDITATION: ATTENDING THE SILENCE
Every Tuesday evening, 5:30 pm- 6:00 pm in the parlor.
Every Monday and Thursday morning 9:00 am-9:30 am in the parlor.
Please join Chris Hopkins for a 20 minute period of silent meditation each week.
Come whenever you are able.

Journey of the Universe (a continuation)
please note: there will be no classes on Dec. 27 & Dec. 29th.

Pilgrimage to the Manger
Saturday, December 17th and
Sunday, December 18th at 6 pm
Our pilgrimage has been so popular we have decided to offer the pilgrimage on both Saturday and Sunday. As always, we will don Judean
head scarves in the Lodge in order to follow Mary and Joseph on their
pilgrimage to the manger. Bring warm coats, mittens, etc., for the
walk across the bridge to the farm. The shepherds with their sheep
and the Magi on horseback will join us on the pilgrimage. The Rev. Chris Hopkins will lead us in scripture
and carols, as we each experience again the Miracle of that first Christmas. It is truly a special night for both
children and adults. Reservations are required as we will accept a maximum of 80 people per pilgrimage.
Please reserve your spot for either evening as early as possible! A free will donation is requested. All proceeds support the mission of the Center.

Join  us….Sunday  Advent  Services  in  the  Chapel  
12:30 pm.& 4:30 pm
Our beloved Wayside Chapel takes on the special beauty of the season during the season of Advent. Adorned
with greenery and candlelight, with song and prayer, we reflect upon the stories of Christmas.
The themes for each week are:
November 27th The Birth of the Christ Child (12:30p.m.)
Christmas Cantata (4:30p.m.)
December 4th
The Coming of the Shepherds
The Coming of the Magi
December 11th
th
The birth of the Christ child in our lives
December 18
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service
December 24th
at 4:30 p.m.
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION SERVICE:
4:30 pm Saturday, December 24th.

This Communion Service will be held in the Great Hall of the Lodge

A Night to Linger, 2012
A fundraiser to help more children
experience summer camp
February 23th, 7.00pm
Admission $10
We’ve added the main dining room to last year’s
space at Hackney’s.
More great prizes!
Please save the date!

“Four  Things  You  Probably  Don’t  Know  About  The  Center”
Fox Veterinary College students come to the farm several times a year to get
practical experience in examination and inoculation of farm animals. In return
The Center gets immunizations and veterinary care for our animals and some
additional farm labor at no cost.
Local bricklayer Paul Lally grazes his unique blackface Irish sheep on a Center owned hayfield at 131st
Street and Southwest Highway. This has created a warm pastoral scene that all passersby can enjoy.
Paul provided any additional hay that may be needed so there is no cost to The Center. In exchange,
The   Center   receives   Paul’s   tuck   pointing   services.   So   far   these   have   included   the   herb   cottage   and  
farmhouse chimneys and the new wing fireplace.
There is an apiary over at the farm owned by Brian Loomis. The hives produce an abundance of honey.
The bees pollinate our fields, and in particular, the pumpkin patch. Adequate pollination of these blossoms is crucial to our having a good pumpkin crop. The Center also receives a portion of the honey
produced.
In these three things above, each entity is helping the other. The Center is providing services and in
return is reaping valuable benefits without money changing hands. These things have always been a
part of The Center and always will be. We could not operate without people sharing their skills and
trades and by volunteering at things like Camp, Chapel, the Log Cabins, the Preschool, the Lodge, and
the Farm.
The fourth thing you probably didn't know about The Center is different: Our current operating budget
means that we need just about $4,000 a day to make ends meet.
When people hear and comprehend this figure, they all seem shocked, even those who take an active
hand in paying the monthly bills and preparing payroll. It is a lot of money and an intimidating figure,
but it is a day-to-day reality.
In this economy a lot of us have less money for charitable donations. Since 2008, cash contributions
to nonprofits are at historic lows, and many nonprofits have closed their doors. Overall cash contributions at The Center are down, yet our expenses continue at the same or higher rate. Fees and services
plus contributions is the formula we have always had to pay our bills. We do not borrow money. Fees
and services combined still pay the lion's share of our expenses. When contributions are down,
though, we do have to scramble sometimes to pay our bills.
The Center is thriving in all the important ways. We strive to inspire people because we truly believe
inspired people change the world. Our fellowship comes here to relax, renew, and reinvent themselves. People save their lives here. Your donation during this blessed time of peace, love, goodwill,
and giving will help us focus on helping people achieve those goals. That is the thing we do best! Your
contribution will make an immediate, profound, and positive impact on the lives of others. What
greater gift is there?
Again, we are so thankful for our dedicated fellowship and the many ways that you contribute your
time, efforts and gifts to The Center. You have kept this wonderful organization going and growing
year after year.

Patty Oakley
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees
Clicking the button above takes you
to our secure PayPal Donation page.

The Seed That Grew!
In 1932 a seed was planted. It took root on nine acres of cow pasture here in the woodlands of Palos. Up until that time the seed was a dream. It was a beautiful idea encompassing love and service. It could inspire. It could bring comfort and peace. It could nurture hope. It could bring all the
things love truly brings, but like all seeds, it needed a place to grow. In 1932, Ernest Warner, a
farmer, gave granddad nine acres of his land to plant the seed. Now, the other component of this
seed…service…could  begin  to  flourish.
Like any seed you plant in the ground, it takes time to grow. There is a tremendous amount of
preparation just to get started. In the first five years of The Center, one might have never bothered
to take notice of what was beginning here. If you did take notice, you might have thought what a
crazy idea and dismissed it as another dead-end, do-good project. But for those who really dropped
by to see what was going on – they were heartened by the idea. Those who were seeking help and
a  place  to  belong  found  much  comfort  and  healing  here.    All  were  welcome…and  the  word  got  out.    
After  ten  years  many  people  and  many  of  the  local  churches  believed  this  little  “House  by  the  Side  of  
the  Road”  was  a  valuable  and  unique  resource  to  the  community  and  worthy  of  support.    Hence,  in  
the  1940’s,  this  little  tree,  nurtured  from  a  seed,  began  to  really  take  root  and  grow.
As in the life of any tree there are hard times of drought and peril. Certainly there have been tough
times for The Center. The period of the late seventies and early eighties was an extremely tough
time. Money was so tight it was proposed the farm side of the property be sold to protect and fund
the chapel side of the property. The board, staff, volunteers and fellowship - the entire organization was split and in upheaval over this. It was decided by the board that my mother and father were the
one last hope to resolve this conflict. In 1983 they asked Frank and Blanche to consider coming
back  here  to  Palos  and  The  Center  to  lead  the  organization  back  into  peace,  order  and  prosperity…
which they did. However, it took five years and a lot of hard work by all to mend fences and recover.
If we had not had deep roots, and by deep roots I mean people who cared and loved hard, we might
have lost our tree.
In   the   1990’s   and   2000’s,   The   Center   again   experienced   significant   growth.      Many   of   our   tree’s  
branches  grew  stronger.    Our  Pathway  program,  farm  program,  art  program  and  children’s  programs  
flourished. We grew some new branches too. Our little preschool became a branch of its own in
just five years. There were many additions to the facility including the bridge, Anderson Center, indoor riding arena, farm shop and new log cabin art center. Our staff nearly doubled in size and our
fellowship grew tremendously. From what once was a small seed, grew this magnificent tree with
deep roots, solid trunk and lofty branches.
The life of this organization is much like that of a living tree. If you were to look at the growth rings of
our  tree  you’d  see  periods  of  bountiful  growth  indicated  by  thick  rings.    You  would  see  the  lean  and  
difficult times where the rings are so close together you could hardly count them. You would see the
lofty branches of our core programs with newer branches just starting out. Yet it is the trunk of our
tree and the roots of our tree that make everything possible. Buried deep within are the lives and
efforts  of  so  many  people  before  us…people  who  cared  deeply  about  the  love  and  service  this  place  
could  bring  to  others  and  to  themselves…lives  changed  forever  by  their  experience  here.
Those of us today are just as important for we are new and vibrant growth. You might be just starting out as a leaf on our beautiful tree, but the possibilities are endless. One leaf can turn into a lofty
majestic branch providing others the opportunity to grow. There are many trees to be a part of – as
many trees as there are causes in the world. However, here in the woods of Palos, there is this loving tree that has changed many lives, enriched many lives and enlightened many lives for four generations.     We’re   grateful   you   have   chosen   this   place   to   be   a   part   of.      Each   and   every   one   of   you  
brings a special gift. Together we grow this beautiful tree taller in service and stronger in love.

The Center exemplifies how one man with a dream can start something much greater than himself.
My grandfather shared his idea with another, and then another, and then one day he had the opportunity   to   take   action.      He   and   grandmom   laid   their   roots   down   here   and   put   the   rest   into   God’s  
Hands. There were so many times this place might not have made it, but God willing, it did. A small
group of people with granddad and grandmom kept pushing on – following this idea, this dream.
Little by little it grew stronger and that strength was truly supported by those this place helped. May
each  of  you  tonight  follow  your  dreams…and  let  this  place  serve  as  an  inspiration…for  in  the  begin-
ning  The  Center  was  just  a  thought,  nurtured  and  crafted  into  a  dream…a  seed.    All  it  needed  was  a  
place to grow and someone to plant it. May we all plant and sow our dreams, for through God the
world is full of possibilities and He is patiently waiting.
Have a very Merry Christmas and may you find peace in the New Year!

Join us in the New Year 2012…
PROGRAMS COMING UP IN JANUARY (please pre-register after December 15):
Tuesday Luncheon, Jan 3: Health and WellBeing for 2012 with Dr. John Principe`
REIKI resumes Sunday, January 29, 5:30 p.m.
Tai Chi Chih with Dee Burton resumes Friday, January 6, 9:30 a.m.
Mind-Body Fitness with Pam Johnson resumes Monday, January 9, 7 p.m.
REGISTRATION OPENS FOR JANUARY ART CLASSES DEC 15.
CHRISTMAS GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!
STARTING DATES FOR JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2012 ART CLASSES:
KIDS' ART! Saturday, January 7, 9 a.m. or 10:30 a.m.
TEEN DRAWING AND PAINTING with Magen Martin, Monday, January 9 6 p.m.
FAMILY ART WORKSHOPS with Shari Wenzel, Sunday, January 22, 2 p.m.
ADULT CLASSES:
PAPER-CRAFTS with Ann Fowler, Tuesday morning, February 28, 9:30 .m.
POETRY with MaryAnn Grzych, Tuesday, January 3, 9:15 p.m.
CREATIVE WRITING with Brent Palucki, Thursday, January 12, 6:30 p.m. (1 p.m. interest? let us know!)
WRITING FOR MAGAZINES with Susan Alexander, Mondays, 6 p.m. begins in March
CALLIGRAPHY with Marge Boyd, Monday, January 9, 1 p.m.
KNITTING with Laurie Lortz, Thursday, Date TBA, 6:30 p.m.
PEN AND INK DRAWING with Lois Hrejsa, Thursday, January 12, 9 a.m.
WATERCOLOR PAINTING with Lenox Wallace, Wednesday or Thursday, January 11 or 12, 6:30 p.m. ,
or with Lois Hrejsa, Thursday January 12, 1 p.m.
STONEWARE POTTERY with Karen Stasky, Thursday, January 12, 6:30 p.m.
WOODCARVING with Keith Miller, Wednesday, January 12, 6:30 p.m. or Thursday January 12, 9 a.m.
COLLAGE with April Schabes, Wednesday, January 11, 9:30 a.m.
BASKETMAKING with Ann Fowler, 9:30 a.m. or with Jane Dwyer, 6:30 p.m. ,Thursday, February 9,
QUILTING with Denise Dulzo, Wednesday, January 11, 1 p.m.
WEAVING with Nettie Botts, Wednesday, February 8, 9:30 a.m.
LAPIDARY with Larry Rothenberg, Monday, January 9, 9 a.m. or if needed, 11:30 a.m.
or with Sharon Byrne, Wednesday, February 1, 6:30 p.m.
SILVER JEWELRY with Dan Snyder and Dave Sanders, Tuesday, January 17, 9:30 a.m.
STAINED GLASS with Harry Meneghini, Thursday, January 12, 6:30 p.m.
WOODEN SNOWFLAKES with Lois Lauer, Thursday, January 19, 1 p.m. or 6:30 p.m.
GOURD WORKSHOP, Monday, March 12, 1 p.m. or 6:30 p.m.

Express Your Creative Spirit at...THE LOG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS

EVERGREEN WREATHS with George Mitchell
Monday, November 28, 7:30 – 9 p.m. Create a beautiful fresh balsam fir wreath with pine cones and a red velvet bow.
Class Fee: $10 plus $10 materials fee (Bring pruners)
LOOKING FOR A CREATIVE BIRTHDAY PARTY or SCOUT ART BADGE CLASS?
Call or Email loislauer@sbcglobal.net for details!

GOURDCRAFT:MINI CHRISTMAS GOURDS* with Karen Caldwell (www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell)
Mon, Dec 5, 1 – 3:30 or 6:30 – 9 p.m.
Create ornaments, snowmen, mistletoe balls, jingle bells, or necklaces. Class Fees: $17 plus $15 materials fee
Follow-up students come between 3:30 and 6:30 to burn a design, add a rim, or other embellishments.
Follow-Up Class Fee: $6.50 per hour plus $5 materials fee.

New! CHRISTMAS VACATION POTTERY FOR KIDS AND TEENS with Ryan Walters
KIDS' POTTERY (grades 4-7): Wednesday December 28, 9 a.m. - 12 noon + glazing Wed. Jan. 4, 4-5 pm.
TEEN POTTERY (grades 8-12): Thursday, December 29, 9 a.m. - 12 noon + glazing Wed. Jan. 4, 4-5 pm.
Camp Counselor/Potter Ryan Walters is looking forward to the opportunity help artistic kids and teens make items of clay, which
they can then glaze with a shiny finish. Workshop Fee: $20 (includes glazing session) plus $5 materials and kiln fee.
Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops. Class and materials fees are due at time of registration. You can register by phone using a credit card. You can register in person by credit card, check, or cash. All
class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registration fee. No refunds or transfers of fees are available
for cancellations made less than 24 hours prior to the beginning of class. To register by mail, send check and the following information: Name, address, phone, email, name and date/time of class, and if registration is for a child, send
birthdate and grade in school, plus parents’ names and emergency contact information.

FELLOWCRAFTERS GIFT SHOP:
Great Christmas Gifts!

It’s  beginning  to  look  a  lot  like  Christmas  in  the  Fellowcrafters  Gift  Shop  located  
in the Main Lodge. That’s   because   the   Fellowcrafter   elvettes   have   been   very  
busy creating floral arrangements, wreaths, mini Christmas trees, ornaments
(ranging from hand stitched snowmen to those made from used light bulbs!),
Christmas jewelry, and so much more! You will find gifts for everyone on your
list: beautiful beaded jewelry, cozy, hand knit hats, headbands, scarves, cowls,
neck warmers, slippers, baby sweaters and booties. We have our crocheted
necklaces in brand new colors. There are even reusable cloth sacks to make
gift giving easy and eco-friendly. To accompany your gift, there are whimsical, one-of-a-kind cards. For the
Santas who will be stuffing stockings, we have the most wonderful items: mini tissues in handmade covers,
rain bonnets, checkbook covers, coasters, secret wallets, ribbon bookmarks, eyeglass cases, bottles of hot
sauce dressed in tiny ponchos and sombreros, miniature walnut snowmen magnets, holders for playing
cards,  Bingo  buddies,  weather  forecasters,  and  so  many  more.  For  your  holiday  entertaining,  don’t  forget  the  
table runners, dishcloths, and towels. Of course, every item is lovingly handmade, and all proceeds benefit
The Center, so you will be giving a gift twice! We are also offering gift certificates this year. We hope you
will stop in our shop soon. All of the Fellowcrafters wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas.
Also in our Gift Shop:
New 2012 calendars
Center Cookbooks
Chapel Ornaments
or
Shop online at our ebay store
there are many great items to choose from. http://stores.ebay.com/The-Shop-at-The-Center-Palos-Park

GIFT CERTIFICATES FOR AN ART CLASS OR ANY OF OUR PROGRAMS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE

NEWLY ELECTED TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
At the November 13th Annual Meeting, the following people were elected to the Board of Trustees of The Center for a term of three years. Please give them a warm
welcome.
Carol Alesia was elected for her second three year term on the Board of Trustees. Carol first came to the
Center in 1974 when she was attending a wedding and happened to need a card. Upon entering the Log
Cabin Gift Shop, she was so enchanted by its charm, that she began volunteering in it shortly after. She
thoroughly enjoyed the area so much that in 1994 she moved to the woods of Palos Park to be closer to the
fellowship and activities of The Center. Carol is retired from the Chicago Public School system where she
taught for 34 years.
Carol is actively involved in the Fellowcrafters program here at The Center. She co-leads the spring wildflower walks with Lois Lauer and also volunteers at the festivals. She greatly appreciates having The Center and its wonderful people and programs as such an important part of her life. Carol is honored to be
elected to the Board of Trustees for a second term.
Nanette Caravette was elected for her first three year term on the Board of Trustees. Born and raised in
Palos Park, Nanette Caravette started visiting The Center as a child, attending events and volunteering at
the  Farm.  She  has  continued  her  strong  involvement  here,  attending  several  women’s  retreats,  serving  on  
the Sunday morning breakfast executive committee, and continuing to volunteer at the Farm. Nanette has
followed a lifelong dream of being an entrepreneur, starting Fairy Petmother, LLC in April 2006. She sees
serving  on  the  Board  as  a  way  of  giving  back  to  The  Center’s  fellowship  as  a  whole.

Dan Snyder was elected for a three year term on the Board of Trustees. Dan feels honored to serve
on the Board again. Dan earned a degree in civil engineering from the University of Illinois. For over
forty-five  years  he  ran  his  construction  company  in  Chicagoland.  Although  Dan’s  wife  Sonya  died  in  
March of this year, they lived in Palos Park for thirty-eight years. During this time, Dan served Palos
for twenty-two years, as Village Commission for eleven years and in zoning as a member or chair of
the board of appeals. He is a charter member and past president of the Beverly Ridge Lions Club,
where he has served for fifty-nine years. He was on the governing council of Christ Hospital and a
member of the finance committee of the Evangelical Hospital Association. Since their 1996 retirement, Dan and Sonya found time to volunteer at Palos Community Hospital, Midewin National Tall
Grass Prairie, and The Center. Besides teaching Silver Jewelry and Lapidary, both participated in
other Center art classes and programs.
Sue Withers was elected for her first three year term on the Board of Trustees. A Palos resident since
age five, Susan Withers finds that being part of the community comes naturally to her. Local ties run
deep:  her  two  children  were  raised  here,  her  husband  Dave’s  business  (Randy’s  Market)  was  in  Or-
land  for  twenty  years,  and  she  has  been  the  branch  manager  at  Palos  Park’s  Standard  Bank  for  the  
past seven years. In addition, Susan serves on the board of the Palos Area Chamber of Commerce.
Her ties to The Center are also very strong, both professionally and personally. The Center and Standard Bank have worked together on festivals and scholarships, as well as banking. Also, Susan and
Dave were married at the Wayside Chapel.

Thank You Thank You Thank You!
We had an overwhelming response to our appeal for coats and blankets. We collected
100+ large garbage bags full. The Bonaventure Mission has arranged the transportation
to New Mexico. The Center has such a caring, giving fellowship. Thanks again!! The
Center Staff

Farm and Nature Discovery Preschool.
During the month of November, we studied transportation. The kids learned how animals, people, mail and food
travel.
Our theme for the Month of December will be Watch
Friendship Grow. In addition to friendship, the kids will
learn about giving and spend lots of time talking about
Christmas. Our beautiful nativities are this month, along
with the students’ first evaluations. What a great way to
end the first half of the school year.
When we come back in early January, it will be registration
for fall, 2012. This month is the time for current families to
register prior to opening up registration to the public on February 1, 2012. Registration forms will go
home with the students prior to break. Now is the time to call for information or an appointment
to come see the school. Please call Kristin Hale at (708) 361-8933.
2012 WINTER RETREAT: THE POWER OF INTENTION
Friday, January 13, 5 p.m. – Saturday, January 14, 5 p.m.
Led by Pam Johnson, with Lois Lauer, Lynn McLaughlin, and Jan Sylkatis
With intention, all the forces of the universe can align to make even the most impossible, possible. Lacking intention, we sometimes stray without meaning or direction. Join us for an engaging weekend of exploring
the concept of intention—through drumming, meditation, journaling, collage, massage, mind-body movement, and holistic
nutrition.    As  always,  we’ll  also  have  time  for  relaxation,  fellowship,  and  fun.    Cost  per  participant  is  $116  which  includes
leadership, accommodations, meals, and all major supplies. Early registration is advised!

Fellowship Corner - Kitty Riggenbach
The first time I came to The Center, it was for a wedding 40 yrs ago! After the wedding,
I tucked the memory of the beautiful, intimate chapel on peaceful grounds in the back
of my mind and hoped to come back someday. Fast forward to the Fall of 2010, when
a good friend of mine asked if I would be interested in taking a free class on Jesus and
Buddha at The Center on Thursday mornings. I was very interested, as I recently read
the  book  “Living  Buddha,  Living  Christ”    by  Thich  Nhat  Hanh  and  found  myself    wanting  
to  learn  more  .  I  couldn’t  wait  to  go  back  to  the  peaceful  grounds  that  I  remembered  
from so long ago.
As the saying goes, the rest is history! I took that class and I think I have taken every
one since! Why? First and foremost, it is because of Chris Hopkins. She is a beautiful,
insightful, teacher and spirit who I learn something from every week! Second, it is because of the subject of all the classes, Spirituality. Once on the path, you can never
stop learning! And last but not least, because of my fellow classmates. I have made
some  wonderful  new  “Essence  Friends”  since  last  fall.
Now I come to class on Thursday mornings after Meditation with Chris at 9 am. Then,
I’m  back  on  Sunday  for  Vespers  in  the  peace  of  the  Wayside  Chapel.    I  have  also  at-
tended Gather Around the Table which is a very intimate, authentic, spiritual experience.
I look forward to every Thursday and Sunday, knowing that I will come away with the
“peace  and  serenity”    that    The  Center  provides!
Kitty - We are so glad you decided to take a class with your friend and become a part of
The Center. Thank you for donating and arranging the flowers for Vespers Services on
Sunday! The Center Staff

