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The Center gives people of all faiths, 

backgrounds, and ages the space to 

dream, grow, and become fully alive ñ

physically, mentally, emotionally, and 

spiritually.  

SUMMERTIME AT THE CENTER  
 

Summertime is here and we are welcoming around one hundred and sixty children to our overnight camp program 
these next two months.  Many are return campers moving on up to Ranch Camp and Senior Outdoor Leadership 
Camp.  Some are coming to Farm Camp for their very first time.  Amy has put together a wonderful staff of energetic 
young people to lead our camp program this year.  We are happy to say one-third of our campers are here with the fi-
nancial help of the Scholarship Program.  Thank you very much for contributing to this important fund that helps chil-
dren be here who otherwise could not afford to come to camp.  We, as well as they, deeply appreciate your help.  Along 
with camp, Miss Kay will be welcoming around one-hundred and fifty Summer Junior Farmers (children three to eight 
years of age) to our farm over the next eight weeks.  Kay has been nurturing and introducing young children to life on 
the farm for over twenty-five years.  Many of her earliest Junior Farmers have now grown up and bring their own chil-
dren to Junior Farmers.  Our Preschool Summer Program was completely full this past June with preschoolers who did 
not want to leave the farm!  They have the opportunity to come back to the farm for two weeks and be here in summer-
time as well.  We are truly bustling with our summer youth programséand for the next eight weeks we will have the 
delicate task of nurturing, building confidence and bringing the wonder of life into the hearts and minds of these young 
children and teenagers. 
 

I was up on Indian Hill putting the finishing touches on one of the SOL cabins when the campers arrived back from the 
Irons Oaks Rope Course.  I asked one of the girls how she did today.  She said ñI did the Totem Pole.ò  ñWhatôs that?ò I 
replied.  She said ñItôs about a twenty-five foot high telephone pole that you climb up and then stand on top of.  The top 
is only about one foot wide.  When you get up and stand on top they loosen the ropes a little so youôre just standing 
there!ò  She was exhilarated.  I kept thinking about that the rest of my dayéstanding atop a twenty-five foot high tele-
phone poleélooking down.  Reallyéimagine doing that!  No loosening of the ropes for me, I think.  Later on that day 
we baled hay and as the day wore on it became the most perfect summer eveningénot a cloud in the sky.  As I was 
driving my truck in the hayfield admiring the fact we got the hay in, along came Farm Camp on their horseback ride 
around the farm.  This is a big deal, not riding in the arena, but on a trail ride out in the open.  Those children looked so 
happy.  They were riding and controlling their own horses out in the middle of the fields with the sun setting.  A coun-
selor in the front and a counselor in the back and eight well-behaved horses carrying the most precious of cargoé
children.  These are the moments that make life so good.  There is an incredible amount of work that goes into operat-
ing a farm, preparing and facilitating a camp program ï but itôs worth it when you see the expressions of happiness and 
wonder in the eyes of these children. 
 
It has been a very wet spring.  Putting four days of sunshine together in a row to harvest our hay has been difficult.  As I 
write this article we still have three fields of first-cutting hay to bring in.  We feed ten bales of hay a day to our horses 
and farm animals.  One-hundred bales lasts ten days.  We need 3,650 bales to make it through the year.  So far weôve 
put up 1,000 bales.   



FARM AND NATURE PRESCHOOL  
We finished up a wonderful two weeks of summer school camp here at Farm and Nature.  Our theme, òBugs 
and Bloomsó, was a hit with the kids as we went on bug walks, did paintings with flowers, walked across the 
bridge, went to the ponds with nets, and had hayrack rides.  
There are still spots for fall preschool available.  Please call the school to get information mailed to you or 
to arrange a tour of our fabulous learning environment.  (708) 361 -8933. 

Friday 

Aug 30
th
 & 

Saturday 

Aug 31
st
 

From 

8:00 a.m. 

to 

1:00 p.m. 

Due to new electronic recycling landfill law,  

we can no longer accept TVs.  

We will be planting hay at the Driscoll Farm in Palos Heights.  This will significantly increase our hay production begin-
ning next year and for many years to follow.  Our pumpkins are planted and now pushing up through the soil.  Loisô or-
ganic garden at the farm is now yielding lots of strawberries and that has been a big hit for our campers. 
 

Rev. Chris has done an excellent job in leading us towards the reality of having a labyrinth on-site here at The Center.  
Our good friend Kathy Fontaine has made an exceptional contribution towards the cost of building and landscaping a 
labyrinth in our lower parking lot of the lodge.  Many others have made significant contributions as well and our dream is 
now becoming real.  We have begun construction and a dedication and opening is planned for September 22nd this year 
on World Peace Day.  We hope this will be a sacred site of peace, contemplation and reflection for many.  Please join us 
at this dedication. 
 

A heartfelt thanks from all of us here at The Center for your prayers, your care and your dedication.  As always we strug-
gle with money ï but somehow we make it ï and that somehow is you.  We appreciate your help and we couldnôt do it 
without you.  We wish you all a happy and fulfilling summer! 



There is still time to register!   
5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎΗ 

 

Extreme Farm Explorers 
9ȄǘǊŜƳŜ CŀǊƳ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎΧCƛǾŜ 5ŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ CƛǾŜ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΥ DǊŀŘŜǎ оrd ς 7th    
The next best thing to overnight camping!  Extreme Farm Explorers will be at camp with our overnight, residential campers.  
Campers will join us for morning chores, lunch, afternoon programs, dinner and evening activities.  A great program for the 
ŎŀƳǇŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ΨŀƭƳƻǎǘΩ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ŎŀƳǇΦ   
    

                                                   
 

Junior Farmers 
WǳƴƛƻǊ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΧо Řŀȅǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ н ǿŜŜƪǎΥ !ƎŜǎ о-8   
Junior Farmers is a perfect program for our youngest campers.  Junior Famers will learn all about the farm and animals while be-
ing expertly instructed by Miss Kay.  Classes are one or three hours long and meet on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays of each 
two week session.  

Visit or call The Center today for more information on registration! 

EXTREME FARM EXPLORERS DAY CAMP 
Grades 3rd ς 7th 

  
July 21st ς July 26th 

Sunday Evening ς 5pm ς 9pm 
Monday ς Thursday ς 9am-9pm 

Friday ς 9am- 5pm 
  

5 DAY CAMP FEE $425 

JUNIOR FARMERS ς ages 6-8 JUNIOR FARMERS ς ages 3-6 JUNIOR FARMERS ς ages 3-6 

  

July 8  -   July 19 

July 22 -   Aug. 2 

 Aug. 5  -   Aug. 16 
  

  

July 8  -   July 19 

July 22 -   Aug. 2 

 Aug. 5  -   Aug. 16 
  

  

July 8  -   July 19 

July 22 -   Aug. 2 

 Aug. 5  -   Aug. 16 
  

Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Mornings 9am ς noon 

$200 

Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Afternoons 1pm-2pm 

$84 

Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

Afternoons 2:30pm-3:30pm 

$84 



Farm & Ranch Camps    (for boys and girls ages 9 - 14)  
Senior Outdoor Leadership (SOL)  (teens ages 15-17)  

FARM AND RANCH CAMP: A HEALTHY PLACE TO GROW! 
 
 This summer, The Center is providing a wonderful camp experience for young people.  They 
learn and play and grow in the healthy atmosphere of the farm and woods.  In each of the 4 sessions, 
campers are immersed in a world of fun, friendship, and encouragement.  They are also totally im-
mersed in nature -literally!  They walk in the creeks, discover things growing in the gardens, hug the 
bunnies and chickens, run in the fields, ride horses in the woods, and even camp out under the stars on 
clear nights. We began our 77th season of camp at The Center on June 16th, and we are enjoying a won-
derful summer of outdoor experiences! 

Each camp session ends with a farm camp animal show and ranch camp "rodeo," that is coordi-
nated by the participants in our Senior Outdoor Leadership program.  Anyone interested in the camp is in-
vited to come to the farm and watch the fun at the end of each camp session:         

 

Camp Rodeos: 4 Friday Evening: June 28,  July 19, July 26, and August 9 
5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

2013 Farm and Ranch Camp Staff  
The common denominator of all the experiences at camp is good wholesome fun, supervised by wonder-
ful energetic college students and educators known as our camp counselors.  We welcome them - and we 
thank them, for all that they share with The Center and with the campers - and we look forward to a sum-
mertime steeped in outdoor fun! 
 

2013 Senior Outdoor Leadership (SOL) Program:  
Counselor:  Aly Dworsky of New Lenox, Junior at University of Colorado, majoring in Pre-Med   
Counselor: Vince Catania of Chicago, Freshman at Illinois Wesleyan University 
 
2013 Ranch Camp: 
Counselor:   Natalie Sheppard of Palos Park, Freshman at Grand Valley State University, majoring in  
Pre-Vet 
 
Counselor: Eric Garozzo of Orland Park, recent Carl Sandburg High School graduate, planning to enter the 
carpenters union this fall  
 
2013 Farm Camp: 
Farm Camp Program Director and Wrangler: Angie Catania of Chicago, recent Elmhurst College graduate, 
majored in accounting 
 
Fawn II Counselor:  Kayli Czyzewicz of Joliet, Senior at Lewis University, majoring in psychology with a 
minor in social work 
 
Fawn I Counselor: Rachel Henry of Orland Park, Freshman at Moraine Valley Community College, study-
ing criminal science 
 
Hawk's Nest Counselor:  Connor Johnson of Orland Park, Sophomore at DePaul University studying secon-
dary education  
 
Eagle Counselor: Juras Arsenault of Chicago.  Recent graduate from Jones College Prep �� heading to The 
University of Illinois at Chicago in the fall  
 

Assistant Camp Director: Paul Purdy   Camp Director: Amy DiDominicis 
 
In addition to employing the above staff to guide our camp through a great summer, we are also fortu-
nate to have the volunteer service of the following high school and college students, who each serve as 
assistants to the staff for one of the 2-week sessions of camp.  
CITs (Counselors-in-Training): Kaelyn Pace, William Colon, Maria Wilsman, Tatyana Cherry, Eddy Hood, 
Michaela Cuthbert, Billy Touhy 
WITs (Wranglers-in-Training:  Charlie Skala, Jenna Oslewski, Billy Touhy, Patrick Boyd 


