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WE LOVE YOU, LOIS!
Where to begin? Honestly, I never wanted to get started writing this article. It’s about a very special
lady to us all, Lois Lauer. After a thirty-four year career and journey, Lois is retiring from The Center.
She’s been here longer than anyone else except my mother and father. We’ve worked with Lois for
our entire careers here. Right now we’re having a hard time imagining this place without her.
Though this has been in the planning for over one year, the time has finally come, and with it joy and
sadness fill our hearts. We are truly going to miss Lois.
Lois began working at The Center in 1982. She was hired by Executive Director Donald Wheat to get
the camping program back on track. In her first year of employment here, the board of trustees asked
Frank and Blanche Sanders to come back to The Center and take over the leadership. It was a financially and programmatically tumultuous time. Lois’ loyalty was to the man who hired her, Donald
Wheat, and when Frank stepped in he began to change everything. Lois wasn’t sure she even wanted
to continue working for Frank.
Early on there was a meeting with the farm committee – all of whom were volunteers desperately
trying to save the farm. This group, headed up by Lois, were somewhat fearful Frank would not support the farm or make it a priority. My father walked into that meeting and said “This place began as
a farm. It’s an important part of who we are. I need your help. We’re going to get this place cleaned
up and back in order.” That was a pivotal moment for Lois and Frank. They realized they were on the
same page. Together with my mother, the three of them brought The Center back to its original mission and program. Frank headed up the pastoral leadership, administration, Pathway and physical
projects. Lois took over programming with the farm, the camp, the art center, special events…she
did it all…she did everything. My mother, who really was the boss, held it all together. In those first
five years of Lois’ employment, she along with my mom and dad, worked eighteen plus hours a day non-stop.
Their efforts began to show. The Center flourished through the 1990’s with solid programming,
growing fellowship, financial stability and excellent staffing. Hey, that’s where I came in! Lois and I
have been working together for twenty-four years. Dad, Mom and Lois were my mentors all
throughout the 90’s. In 2000 I became the Executive Director and I was very fortunate to have such
a well seasoned staff assisting me. However, I don’t think I could have done it without Lois’ support
and help. She was a rock.
Our programs grew in the 2000’s and we even expanded program with the preschool. Consequently the workload for one program director became too much. We diversified and hired more
staff. Lois was absolutely critical in training and mentoring our new staff. She was so good at keeping mission in focus. As an example she would say “We’re not here to teach kids how to ride horses.
We’re here to build up confidence in these young children – resilience, compassion and respect for
each other and all living things. Learning to ride a horse is just an added bonus.”
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Lois has always been a stout environmentalist and naturalist. It is in the very fabric of her nature
not to waste, not to use chemicals or pollute, to recycle whenever possible, to re-use whenever possible, and to always look for healthier alternatives. She has done more here to make The Center environmentally friendly than any other person. One year a child in camp told her she polluted the
environment with her car…so she rode her bike for two weeks to and from work, all over The Center, to the farm and back, as a commitment to that child!
We asked staff and fellowship to come up with one word to describe Lois. These are some of the
words that followed; creative, energetic, thoughtful, honest, green, principled, gracious, hard working, enthusiastic, conscientious, kind, eclectic and inspiring. All of us look up to her so much. We
are blessed to have her in our lives and to have worked side by side with her. When I think of The
Center and the integrity of this organization, Lois’ principals, honesty and thoughtfulness come immediately to mind. She has been a pillar of integrity and leadership to us all. She will always be in
our hearts as a good friend and such an inspiring lady. We love her very much!
Lois is not moving away to Florida. She still has much work to do right here. Several days a week
you will find her over at the farm tending the garden. I’m sure she will be a “super” volunteer. The
difference is now she can say “Hey, I’m going home. Good luck!” We will not be used to that!
No…that will take us a couple of years to get our arms around.
It has been an honor to work with you, Lois Lauer. You have taught us so much about life, passion,
friendship and grace. We wish you the very best in your retirement!
Love, from the entire staff and

SPIRITUAL OFFERINGS:
Meditation: Attending the Silence
Tuesday evenings 5:30 pm-6:00 pm or Thursday mornings 9:00 am-9:30 am
Please join us for a 20 minute period of silent meditation each week. Come whenever you are able.
Loving-Kindness Meditation
Monday mornings 9:00-9:30 am
Our Monday morning meditation is a Loving-Kindness meditation. It is not a silent meditation, but a group
prayer for peace in the world beginning with ourselves. Come whenever you are able. Questions may be
directed to Chris Hopkins, 708-361-3650
Mindfulness
Sunday mornings 11:00am-12:00pm
Mindfulness: the practice of being present to what is, with kindness and curiosity. For anyone who has tried,
they can tell you that it is easier said than done! Come gather with others who seek to be truly present to
their lives. Find the support, guidance and companionship that you need, whenever you are able. No registration necessary. These Sunday morning sessions are team-led by Dan Morley, Patty Parker & Kitty Riggenbach. All are welcome!
Spirituality 101 ~ Tuesday evenings 6:30 – 8:00 pm or Thursday mornings 10:00-11:30 am
“Following the Mystics through the Narrow Gate…Seeing God in all Things” These DVD sessions, featuring Fr. Richard Rohr, James Finley and Rev. Cynthia Bourgeault, will guide us through the long mystical
tradition from early Christianity to our own time. Union with God has always been seen as the natural progression of our spiritual journeys, leading us to live lives of greater compassion and gratitude. Please join
us as we continue to seek to know the Holy Mystery in which we live and move and have our being. New
attendees are always welcome to join! Registration is requested. Classes are $5/each.
Communion Sunday
May 1st 12:30 pm & 4:30 pm
On the first Sunday of each month (except August and December) Communion is offered at both of our Chapel
services. Volunteers are needed to help set up for Communion as well as helping to distribute it. If you are able
and interested, please contact Chris Hopkins. The Center Singers will be performing at 4:30 Vespers on May 1st.
ALL ARE WELCOME! *Please note: we always have a non-alcoholic cup & gluten free bread.
Family Service Sunday
May 15th 10:00 am
Please join us as we gather behind the Lodge on the west side of Southwest Highway for this family friendly
service. And we will share a bit of hospitality together, because Jesus always ate with his friends!
Anniversary Dinner & Renewal Of Vows ~ Sunday, May 15th, beginning with 4:30 pm Vespers
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral or a courthouse, if you were married in May, we
invite you to this beautiful evening of celebrating and renewing your marriage commitment. You are invited
to begin the evening with Vespers Service at 4:30 pm in the Chapel. After Vespers, you will enjoy a gracious (and delicious!) candlelight dinner in the lodge and then return to the Chapel for the Renewal of Wedding Vows ceremony. For reservations, send $90 for dinner for two, to be received no later than Monday,
May 9th.
Spiritual Companionship
Spiritual Director Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one
spiritual companionship services to anyone seeking spiritual direction through prayer, meditation, and dialogue. The cost is $20/hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund. Please, call the office at
any time for details about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as a spiritual companion all day
every Tuesday. We all need the love, support, and witness of others who share our journey.
Vespers in the Chapel
Every Sunday 12:30 pm & 4:30 pm
Please join us each week (please see special announcement below) for a nondenominational service of music,
meditation and prayer led by Rev. Chris Hopkins. The Chapel stands on the highest point of The Center’s
grounds and symbolizes the underlying spirituality of all Center programs. All are welcome!
***VESPERS ARE HAPPENING IN THE PINES ON MEMORIAL WEEKEND!!***
Sunday, May 29th 12:30pm & 4:30pm (All other vespers in May are in the Chapel, as usual)
Please join us for this very special opportunity to attend Vespers in “God’s chapel”! You will be able to drive
the farm road back to the pines or park in the farm parking lot and stroll past our farm fields. If you have a
portable chair, please bring it. Fellowship will be served in the pines as well. Truly! All are welcome!

LABYRINTH OFFERINGS:
Let’s gather at the labyrinth to walk in fellowship and peace. No registration is necessary. We will walk
rain or shine! Hope to meet you there!
World Labyrinth Day
May 7th
1:00 pm
This is a global movement to gather and walk the labyrinth for peace. We will join this movement! We
will Walk as One at One, so please join us at 1pm at the labyrinth so that we can add our energies and
prayers to this global peace effort.
~Tending the Labyrinth ~
Do you love the labyrinth? Would you be willing to devote some time to keeping the labyrinth and the surrounding area beautiful? We are looking for volunteers to help keep the labyrinth looking loved and
tended. It would be not only practical but it could be a spiritual discipline! If you are willing to help out,
please contact Chris Hopkins at 708-361-3650.

Farm and Nature Discovery School
It is unimaginable that we are in our last month of school. I say
this every year but this year has really flown by. April was filled
with many adventures on the farm as the students became explorers of their surroundings. Indoors, we explored such famous people as Jacque Cousteau, Neil Armstrong, Christopher Columbus
and Lewis & Clark. For crafts, we made paper maché globes,
compasses, binoculars and our special explorer t-shirts. We are
using all these things in our end of the year program at the end of
this month. The title of the month and our end of the year program is “Oh, the places you’ll go…..”
May will be all about flowers, and anything growing. We will also be hatching eggs and butterflies this month
as we study the life cycle of both. It will be a fun last month.

The following students will be graduating Kindergarten and are headed to first grade:
Kevin Arnold, Amelia Burrow, Luke Cudney, Chloe Karkazis, Violet Kooengya, Kaleb Lynch, Carson
Ramoley, Lyla Smolarek, and Lily Szafranski.

The following students will be graduating preschool and are headed to Kindergarten:
M/W/F am : Emmett Amedola, Henry Byrne, Stanley Cavallone, Sean Costello, Emerson Crnkovich,
Emelia Danko, Michael Diliberto, Madelyn Dougherty, Ava Doyle, Ian Evers, Trent Fetig, Ruby Gutierrez,
Mia Hallman, Alexander Kantzavelos,Kyle Krokos, Maeve Looney, Grace Lynch, Cole McCahill, Ava
Mackey, Delores Mallory, Henry Massaro, Addison Navarro, Gavin Nutt, Joanna Popow, Victoria Rybak,
Alexandra Schuble, Cody Sipple, Samatha Shaugnessy, Amelia Tannura, Lucas Vajarsky
M/W/F pm: Clare Arnold, Brendan Bowes, Caden Cousineau, Hazel Czahor, Olivia Fletcher, Jameson Frericks, Evan Hoffbauer, John Karkazis, Kaden Kickert, Carter Kruse, Amira Morrar, Ronan Rafferty, Lydia
Ramoley, Haleigh Skafar, Riley Smolarek, Jaimee Wozek
T/Th am: Joshua Annen, Emelia Aviles, Norah Clemens, Duncan Churms, Levi DeKerf,Michael Liston, Briggs McNab, Elsie Nabb, Juliana Petitgout, Jacob Rangel, Kay Rieman, Grace Sanchez, Connor
Schultz, Jackson Schultz
T/Th pm: Ryan Beeler, Adeline Bellini, Luke Brennan, Jake Brennan, Emerson Crnkovich, Payton
Koller, Rimia Kliucinskas, Vivienne Laureckas, Megan Marusarz, Adeline Miller, Amira Morrar, Colin Pietras,
Mia Simon, Joe Walsh, Olivia Whitney, Noah Zarzycki

PROGRAMS OFFERED EVERY MONTH
TOASTMASTERS
1st & 3rd Wednesday evenings, May 4 & 18, 7:00-9:00 pm
If you are interested in improving and practicing your public speaking skills, we invite you to join our supportive
group. We take turns leading the meetings and giving speeches, and we having fun doing it. We're all in this
effort together and gain confidence from the encouragement of each other. We invite you to come as a guest to
the next meeting and to consider becoming a Center Toastmaster. Contact Toastmasters Dave Sanders or
Lois Lauer for more information.
GENTLE YOGA CLASSES
5 Tuesday evenings, beginning May 10th (skip May 24th), 6:30 - 8 pm, at the Anderson Activity Center at the farm. We invite you to this series of gentle, restorative yoga classes taught
by yoga instructors Carolyn Harms and Valerie Lindstrom. The classes will include discussion
and practice on breathing, relaxation, and centering, as well as movement and poses. Dress
in comfortable clothing; bring a yoga mat. Meet at the Anderson Center at the farm.
Class fee: $50. Preregistration Required
LAUGHTER CIRCLE:
Wednesday, May 11, 6 pm
Laughter leader Kathy O’Brien, R.N., brings laughter and all its benefits to our new Laughter Circle, a group for people who want to LAUGH! Not from jokes or comedy routines but rather from
laughter for the sake of laughter, reducing stress, alleviating pain, strengthening your immune
system, and even helping folks to get along better! The cost each month of participating in the
Laughter Circle is $5, which Kathy donates to The Center. Please call to reserve a spot!
CENTER CINEMA: Film Classics Shared and Discussed:
Friday May 13th, 6:30—9pm Brooklyn, John Crowley, 2015, 111m
Saoirse Ronan stars in a new romance about a young Irish immigrant coming
to the title city and becoming torn between her past and present lives. Lively
discussion to follow. We'll bring popcorn. Free, but please call to say you’re
coming.
POV: Men’s Point of View. The group meets May 17th in the Lodge at 7pm.
Tom Kramer will lead a discussion about the book Iron John: A Book About Men by Robert
Bly. Invite a friend—New members welcome!!!
WOMANTALK! Tuesday, May 31, 10 am–11:30 am
WOMANTALK! is a wonderfully nurturing and supportive women’s discussion group, led by
Mary Ann Grzych, and focusing on the month’s readings in Sarah Ban Breathnach’s “Simple
Abundance,” or any other inspirational resources that ladies would like to bring to share. The
focus of Womantalk is on learning to live authentically, joyfully, simply, and gratefully. Please
call to say you will be coming.

PROGRAMS OFFERED IN MAY

Our eleventh annual Springtime Tea…
amidst the Wildflowers! Sunday, May 1, 2-4 pm:
Imagine the elegant excitement of a room full of ladies wearing hats and gloves
(which for most of us means a straw garden hat with a scarf!)....but we do reach
elegant heights with a wonderful high tea buffet of fancy sandwiches and desserts,
special teas, and beautiful table settings with spring flowers on each table. And we
end the afternoon with an inspiring keynote speech...this year by Sacred Space
author/designer Jill Angelo about turning your home into a sanctuary which reflects
your soul. Weather permitting, seating available both indoors and out. Hats and
gloves encouraged! Tickets: $30 each, advance reservations only.

Center Singers
On May 15th, the Center Singers will be singing at both the 12:30 and 4:30 Vesper services. It will be a miniconcert of choral exaltation featuring several soloists from the choir and favorites such as "As the Deer,"
"Majesty," and "More Precious Than Silver". The Center Singers will end their singing at Vespers this spring
on May 15th. Fall practice will begin September 12th.
Saturday Morning Bird Watching
Four field sessions: April 30, May 7, 14, and 21 (8 - 10 am)
Avid birder Dan Morley will lead these leisurely mornings of bird watching on four Saturdays at the height of the
spring bird migration season. The Center woods serve as a great stopover site for migrating warblers and songbirds on their way north to their summer breeding grounds. In past springs, scarlet tanagers, orioles, grosbeaks,
and a multitude of warblers have been spotted near the lodge at The Center. Wear sturdy hiking shoes for spring
mud. Program fee: $20 ($5 each Saturday). Please call to pre-register. Students in the nature photography class
are invited as guests to the first hour of the bird walks, before their photo class begins at 9 am.
The Children’s Farm Horse Show May 7th – 10am
Come join us for an afternoon of great entertainment! Members of our Youth Horse Group will
be showing off their skills in a variety of competitive and fun classes. Riders will be judged on a
range of skills from western horsemanship to timed speed events. Our riders have been working
hard all year, so come for the afternoon and cheer them on!
Essential Oils Workshop ~ Saturday, May 14, 2:00-5:00 pm
Instructors: Nannette Caravette, Heather Young and Colleen McFarland
Have you heard of essential oils, but are not sure what they are or how to use them? Essential oils can be a
great tool for improving your physical, emotional, mental, social and spiritual life. Join us for and introductory
class on essential oils and learn how to use them easily and safely to support you and your family's health and
well being. We will make an assortment of bath and body beauty products to take home. Snacks made with essential oils will be served. Class will meet in Log Cabin 1. Workshop fee: $25
Emerson Hill Night: JAZZ IN THE PINES: An Outdoor Concert by The Darlene Baresch Quartet
Sunday, May 22nd, 5:30 pm
We are thrilled to offer our twenty-fourth annual outdoor spring jazz
concert -- to be held on the beautiful stage in the pine woods on the north end of
the farm--with the Darlene Baresch Quartet. Spencer Keys on keyboard, Tyke
Hendershot on bass, Scott Gumina on saxophone and clarinet, Dean Minuth on
percussion, and singer Darlene Baresch will bring a delightful program of jazz
standards. Just park at the farm and jump on the hayrack with your lawn chair,
blanket, and Ravinia-style picnic if you choose (no alcohol please!). We will provide punch and cookies. There is no admission fee to the concert, as the event is
The Center's gift to those who wish to attend. Kids welcome!
Late Spring/Early Summer RETREATS AT THE CENTER ...
You deserve a break! Treat yourself to a retreat...
Register today to assure your spot in one of these wonderful experiences:
Spring Knitting Retreat: ~ Saturday, May 14, 9 am-5 pm
A day to unwind with your knitting needles!
Join Georgann Ring for a fun and relaxing day in the beautiful Forest View room while you work on your
PIP (project in progress), make new friends, and share ideas. If you'd like, bring a knitted item(s) for show
and tell. Don't know how to knit? Bring a ball of Sugar and Cream yarn and a pair of U.S. size 8 knitting
needles, and we'll teach you how! Retreat fee: $50 includes leadership, lunch, and instruction. (Crocheters
welcome too!)
“Speak to Us: Your servants Are Listening” ~ Saturday, May 21, 10:00 am-4 pm
In our dreams, God calls us, heals us, and guides us into wholeness (and holiness). What do we do with our
dreams? Do we understand that our dreams always have the intention of bringing us into wholeness and
completion? Join with Rev. Deb Ellen Brown and Pastoral Director Chris Hopkins to learn the sacred art and
language of the dream. Retreat fee: $50 includes leadership and lunch.

PROGRAMS OFFERED IN JUNE

Summer FARM

FEST!

At the farm, Saturday,
June 4, 10 am – 4 pm
Mark your calendars! Tell your friends!
Kick off a summer of fun at the farm!
Horserides, hayrides, crafts, animals, live music, games, and
great food! Also, garage sale vendors, flea market vendors, and
craft vendors.

AND, again this year: A KIDS' FLEA MARKET!
Spread the word—THIS is the way to start the summer! Ask in
the office or check the website for vendor and kids' flea market
guidelines and applications.

Summer Junior Farmers
An outdoor opportunity for children to learn and play while enjoying life on the farm!
Children, ages three to eight, can enjoy two weeks of sunshine and fresh air while participating in one of the
four summer sessions offered. Children will meet up to three hours per day, three days a week. Summer
Junior Farmers will pick clover for the rabbits, gather fresh eggs from the chickens, brush the ponies and the
goats; all while enjoying summertime at the farm. They’ll explore the barns and sixty acres of crops and wildlife. They’ll touch, they’ll learn, they’ll enjoy!

Ages 3-6:
M, W, & F afternoons
1-2 pm or 2:30 – 3:30 pm
$90

Summer Sessions
June 20 – July 1
July 4 – July 15
July 18 – July 29
August 1 – August 12

Ages 6-8:
M, W, & F mornings
9 am – 12 noon
$210

SUMMER WELLNESS BREAKFASTS
begin with Intro session 7:30 am on June 14th.
Followed by ten Tuesday mornings, June 21 – Aug 23, 7:30 --9 am, on
the Anderson Center porch at the farm. We gather each week to discuss
a book about healthy eating and healthy living, and how to care for our
precious bodies. The textbook is yet to be chosen. Suggestions are welcome! The discussions are facilitated by counselor Sharon Butler (MHS,
CRADC). She & Lois Lauer provide a simple healthy breakfast each
week. Program Fee: $120 for 10 weeks. No charge for first introductory
session on June 14. We would appreciate your calling in a reservation so
we can plan food, but you needn’t make a commitment to the whole summer until after June 7. Participants are asked to purchase a copy of the book TBA and read the first assignment by June 21.
Have you been to The Children’s Farm this spring?
Did you notice how empty our landscape appears?
Sadly, the farm trees have been terribly hit by the Emerald Ash Borer. At the time of writing,
we have already removed 18 trees and we still have another 10 to go. The landscape of the
farm now looks empty and we have lost a lot of our shaded areas so we are on a mission to
replace as many trees as possible and we need your help!

WE ARE LOOKING FOR TREE ANGELS TO
DONATE NEW TREES TO THE FARM!!
We are hoping to plant a variety of slow and fast growing trees and have priced them out at approximately $250 a tree. If you’re interested in donating a tree in memory of a loved one, in honor of Earth
Day, or just because you want to help re-beautify the farm, please contact us at 708-361-3650.

TUESDAY LUNCHEONS
12:00 NOON - 2:00 PM

We have a wonderful luncheon and enlightening program every Tuesday at The Center. The luncheons
begin at 12:00 Noon and are followed by the program. Cost is $20. Please make reservations by the
Sunday before the Tuesday luncheon. Call 708-361-3650 to make your reservation.
Tuesday, May 3rd: eBay from A to Z
The Center has a volunteer-run eBay store that has for years contributed significantly to our operating budget, funds that are vital to furthering The Center’s
mission. “eBay from A to Z” is a video produced in-house that takes a donated
object and shows the process from donation to selection to listing to selling to
packing and then to shipping that special item. Our eBay team will then be
happy to answer your questions and give pointers about the eBay selling process.
Tuesday, May 10th: Empty Arms, Open Hearts
Empty Arms, Open Hearts is a book that was written by two adoptive moms. “We’ve seen
so many people, good people, who would be great parents, struggle with infertility. In fact,
we were two of them. We wanted to do something about it, so together we wrote a book
on the experiences of others like us who found joy and happiness through adoption.” The
book is a message of hope and encouragement for those who struggle. It’s the true stories
of seven women who found their way past the pain of infertility to start families of their
own.

Tuesday, May 17th:
Poetry and Tea in the Chapel Garden....plus Quilts!
Our poetry students will again host this beautiful springtime luncheon, aided by
quilting instructor Denise Dulzo, who will exhibit creations from the past year’s
quilting classes. MaryAnn Grzych and the Center poets will read from their outstanding collection of poems, which they publish periodically to share with The
Center fellowship. To celebrate the spring season, we’ll serve tea in the chapel
garden surrounded by wildflowers.
Tuesday, May 24th: SAGE - Sustainable Agriculture and Green Education
Begun in 2014, this experimental program has been a new initiative at our farm
in which we’ve raised pasture-fed beef, pork and poultry and organic crops as
part of a program to grow healthy food and to educate others about the benefits
and challenges of doing it. Our luncheon will feature chicken and vegetables
raised at our farm as part of the SAGE program and a menu that was inspired by
Dr. John Principe of WellBeing MD. Dr. Principe will lead a short discussion on
the health benefits of organic food and then we will head over to SAGE to see
what's growing. Guests are welcome to drive over to the farm for the tour. Please wear farm appropriate
footwear.
Tuesday, May 31st: Pathway to Sobriety at The Center
This is Pathway’s mission statement: “Pathway to Sobriety is an AA-based longterm recovery program that guides addicts to reclaim positive attributes of body,
mind, and spirit. These positive things are mislaid during active addiction but are
inherent in humans. We regain them through hard work, counseling, fellowship,
and spirituality.” Join Pathway Director Don Shannon and Development Director
Mark Walker as they discuss and illuminate the Pathway Program and explain
how it fits into the twelve-step tradition. Video will be shown.

Don & Bernadette: Barn To Be Wild 8
Believe it or not, Pathway Director Don Shannon & his lovely wife Bernadette
have volunteered to live in the barn, with the pigs, as the fundraising ringleaders for
the 2016 Barn To Be Wild 8 weekend of May 7th and 8th. They hope to have lots of
company, as everyone is invited to visit and we are all hoping that fifty people will volunteer to be pen pals, meaning that they'll come to the barn for a nice long visit and
do their best to earn $1000 worth of pledges for their effort!
Barn To Be Wild is the zany fun-raising, fund-raising brain child of Development
Director Mark Walker, who will be recording the entire event, and you can watch it all
on live webcam from your home computer, phone, or tablet! You can call or email us
and chat with us online, and … you can send money the same way. We hope you will
support us with a contribution by check or by clicking the Donate Now button online.
The Barn To Be Wild website is barntobewild.org and is also accessible via a link
from The Center's main website: thecenterpalos.org. Our goal this year is $50,000.
Barn To Be Wild has raised more than $185,000 in its first seven outings. With
your help, we’ll go well over $200,000 for the life of the event.
Please help if you can!

COW PIE BINGO

Sunday, May 8th Starting at Noon

A SAGE Fundraiser

Take a chance at winning $1000!

What an incredible year SAGE has had! In its first two years, SAGE has
had lots of great successes and provided many learning opportunities.
In addition to raising pasture pork and free-range poultry for our farm
to table dinner, we also grew lots of vegetables and herbs, we welcomed our first low-line angus bull calf and introduced hundreds of
camp kids to the concept of local, sustainable farming, and learned so
much along the way!
For those of you who are new to ‘Cow Pie Bingo’, let me explain…
Cow Pie Bingo is a fun way to raise money for SAGE while embracing our ‘farmy’ roots. We
will be selling 324 tickets for the event and each ticket buys a square on our grid. We will
be painting a large grid on the farm lawn (all squares of equal shape and size) and then
turning one of our SAGE cows loose into the grid space. The game involves waiting for the
first ‘cow pie’ to be deposited on the grid. The first square ‘hit’ is the winner and will be
taking home a $1,000 cash prize!
Tickets (for a grid square) are currently on sale and can be yours for a $20 donation. We
will be selling until all 324 tickets are sold! The event will be held on the Sunday of Barn To
Be Wild and will be a wonderful family friendly afternoon. And all ticket holders and their
families get FREE ADMISSION to the Bingo game as well as Barn To Be Wild and all the
farm fun happening that day.
For official contest rules, more information, or to purchase your tickets, please call The Center!

Farm and Ranch Camps…and Senior Outdoor Leadership Program!
Day Time and Residential options: Grades 4 - 12!
The Center's Farm and Ranch Camp program is an opportunity for young people to live at The Center and to learn and play and
grow in a healthy country setting. The Camp program includes horseback riding, camp crafts, hayrides, farm animals, nature hunts,
games, songs, fun, and laughter. Prospective campers should register as soon as possible, as camp is filling. At the time of writing,
Farm and Ranch Camp has space for 4th-9th grade girls and boys. If you know of prospective campers, please call or visit The Center for information about registering for a great summer of outdoor fun.
There are also openings for males & females in our Senior Outdoor Leadership program for teens entering grades 10thth
12 . The focus for SOL are adventure challenge activities, such as canoeing and camping, learning to live and have fun in the
outdoors as a group, and leading younger campers. Whether you’ve had experience in the outdoors or not, this is a great opportunity to develop useful skills for the future and stretch your limits while enjoying the camp experience.

12 NIGHT PROGRAM
Farm Camp
for grades 5th-7th
FARM CAMP

Ranch Camp
for grades 8th-9th
RANCH CAMP

SOL
for grades 10th-12th
SENIOR OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP

Outdoor Adventure for Teens
for grades 8th – 9th
O.A.T.S

I June 19 - July 1

I June 19 - July 1 (Girls)

II July 3 – July 15

II July 3 - July 15 (Girls)

I June 19 - July 1 (Girls)*
*wait list only
II July 3 - July 15 (Girls)

III July 17 - July 29 (Boys)

III July 17 - July 29 (Boys)

III July 17 - July 29 (Boys)

IV July 31 - Aug. 12 (Girls)

IV July 31 - Aug. 12 (Girls)

IV July 31 - Aug. 12 (Girls)

12 NIGHT FARM CAMP
FEE $1075

12 NIGHT RANCH CAMP
FEE $1225

12 NIGHT SOL PROGRAM
FEE $1325

12 NIGHT OAT PROGRAM
FEE $1150

DAY TIME ONLY PROGRAM

5 NIGHT PROGRAM

FARM EXPLORERS
Entering grades 2nd-6th

Farm Camp for grades 4th-7th
FARM CAMP
IIIA July 17 - July 22
IIIB July 24 - July 29
IVA July 31 - Aug. 5
IVB Aug. 7 - Aug. 12
5 NIGHT FARM CAMP FEE $625

IA June 20 – June 24
IB June 27 – July 1
IIA July 4 – July 8
IIB July 11 – July 15
IIIA July 18 – July 22
IIIB July 25 – July 29
IVA Aug. 1 – Aug. 5
*wait list only
9am – 4pm Monday - Friday
FARM EXPLORERS FEE $325

EXTREME FARM EXPLORERS
Entering grades 3rd-7th
5:30pm-9pm – Sunday,
9am-9pm Tuesday– Thursday
9am-5pm Friday
IIIB July 24 – July 29
IVA July 31 – Aug. 5
EXTREME EXPLORERS FEE $475

Please help send a child to camp!
Camp Scholarship Update…
The Camp Scholarship Fund is well underway! We have had some very successful fundraisers as well as many generous
donations from private donors so every day we're a bit closer to achieving our goal. We're very grateful for the many contributions that we have received. The Fund helps children who otherwise would be financially unable to attend camp.
Whether you send $5 or $500, you'll know that you have made a difference. Each contribution you make to the Scholarship Fund will be matched dollar-for-dollar, and if each of us contributes, in whatever way possible, we will reach our
goal. Another child will have an opportunity to experience the healthy, natural country atmosphere of The Center's
Farm and Ranch Camps.

Drawing by Lois Hrejsa

Visitors are always welcome at the Log Cabins! Come...let us entice you "to express your creative spirit" at

Classes and workshops for adults and children in fine arts and folk arts
MAY-JUNE ART SCHEDULE 2016
We hope you'll sign up and let those creative juices flow! All classes require pre-registration.
Like us on Facebook! Go to www.facebook.com
and search for Log Cabin Center for the Arts @
The Center, Palos Park. Check it out!
KIDS, TEEN, AND FAMILY CLASSES

The Little Art Show
Sunday, May 22, 2:00-5:00 p.m. On the lawns and in the classrooms of The Log Cabin Center for the Arts. Please join us for
our third annual show of miniature art created by our teachers
and students. A variety of art will be on display such as pottery,
sculpture, paintings, drawings, crafts and more. We will have
live entertainment by Pikin' on Ukes, a group of Ukelele players.
This is a fun, family friendly art show! Jazz in the Pines starts at
5:30 p.m., so pack a blanket and make it a day of art!

OUTDOOR ART FOR KIDS! (grades K-8)
Instructors: Brigitte Haney and Ruth Augspurger
A world of art and nature for kids! Drawing, printmaking, pottery, painting, papermaking, sculpture and more!
Creative expression, hands-on fun, encouragement, and opportunities to learn new artistic techniques. Each
session ends with an art show of the students' creations.
Monday, Wednesday & Friday mornings 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Two week sessions begin June 20, July 6 (5 class session) and 18, and August 1
Class Fee: $110 per 2 week session includes all supplies (July 6 session is prorated to $92)

TEEN POTTERY (grades 7-12)
Instructor: Heather Young
6 Tuesday evenings, beginning June 21, 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Wonderful opportunities for artistic teens to pursue their creative yearnings in the pottery studio. Instruction in both hand-building techniques and throwing pots on the wheels. Class Fee:
$85 includes all supplies.
TEEN LAPIDARY (grades 7-12)
Instructor: Larry Rothenberg
4 Wednesday late afternoons beginning June 8, 5 - 6:30 pm
Creative teens are invited to learn to use the lapidary wheels to make
smooth polished stones from rough pieces of rock. 4-week Class Fee:
$50 plus $10 materials fee for introductory project. Students purchase rocks for advanced
projects.
TEENS are also allowed to register for some adult classes. Please inquire.
Special Family Opportunity! ALL-AGES COLORING PARTY!
Monday, May 16, 6 - 7:30 pm
We all colored as kids, and now coloring parties are all the rage for adults too! Heather Young
will supply all the crayons, markers, colored pencils, and lots of choices of designs to color. You
just come ready for a fun evening in Log Cabin 1. We'll share treats and enjoy a night of creativity. No class fee, but we'll put out a donation basket as your support of the art center is always
welcome! Please call ahead or let Heather know that you will come.
ADULT CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS
CREATIVE ART JOURNALING
Instructor: April Schabes (www.aprilsart.blogspot.com)
Fridays, April 29 and May 27, 12-3 pm
Create a colorful artistic record of your days, your thoughts, your experiences -- through words, collages, photos, poems, magazine images, drawings, watercolor, etc. This is a year- long class, but you can still join! Class
Fee for the remainder of 2016 Creative Art Journaling: $75.

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY--Basic Tools and Techniques!
Instructor: Rick Steffen
4 Saturdays, beginning April 30, 9-11 am
Ever wonder how some people get such great nature photos? Rick Steffen can help you learn to do it too. Bring
whatever camera you have, and Rick will help you to use it more easily and more effectively. He’ll demonstrate
and share his strategies for composing great outdoor pictures, getting the right exposure on each shot, and, perhaps, most importantly, how to look for great subject matter in nature. Capture the beauty of spring at The Center! Birds are chirping, plants are sprouting and wild flowers are in bloom.
PASTEL PAINTING
Instructor: Susan Flanagan (www.sueflanagan.com)
4 Mon. mornings beginning May 2, 9:00 - 11:30 am
Beginners and experienced painters are welcome to explore the many creative possibilities of painting with soft pastels. Develop your individual style as you paint using your own photograph, or paint a still life provided by the instructor. Learn the
principles of composition, shape, color and value as well as techniques for under
painting and pastel applications. Class fee: $80. List of required supplies available
in office.
PAPERCRAFTS
Instructor: Linda Sears
BIRTHDAY CARDS - Tues. May 17, 10:00 am -12:00 noon
Create a fun collection of birthday cards by cutting, gluing, punching, stamping, folding and texturing papers.
Your friends and family members will love their special handmade cards and you will not have to run to the store
when a birthday is approaching!
MASCULINE CARDS - Tues. June 14 10:00 am -12:00 noon
Father's day will be approaching and you can create a fun and creative card for him and all of the other special
men in your life. Linda will instruct you on various ways to be creative with papers.
Workshop fee: $16 plus $5 materials fee for all Papercraft Classes
PAPERMAKING
Instructor: Marilyn VandenBout (www.vbartworks.blogspot.com)
Friday, May 20,12:30-2:30 pm
Learn the basics of papermaking and embed beautiful flower petals and seeds in your handmade papers. Class
fee: $16 plus $5 materials fee
RECYCLED PAPER ART
Instructor: Paula Scott
Wed. May 25, 10:00 am -12:00 noon
ORIGAMI FLOWER BOUQUET - Paula uses all kinds of recycled materials to create fun and interesting art. Let
her show you step by step how to create a bouquet of 6 different origami flowers using various recycled papers.
Workshop fee: $16 plus $2 materials fee.
LAPIDARY
Instructor: Larry Rothenberg
6 Mon. mornings, beginning June 6, 9 -11 am or 6 Wed. evenings beginning June 8, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Turn rough hunks of rock into beautifully polished gemstones. Create a pair of round or oval stones, and then
advance to more complex designs. Class Fee: $95 plus $10 new student materials fee for introductory projects.
Students purchase rocks for advanced projects.
STAINED GLASS
Instructor: Harry Meneghini
6 Thursday afternoons beginning June 9, 1:00-3:00 pm
Create beautiful stained glass pieces, by learning the principles of glass design and color and the techniques of
cutting and soldering, using both lead came and copper foil to join the pieces of glass. Start with simple projects,
and eventually design your own windows, pictures, and lamps. Class Fee: $95. A list of glass and supplies
which will need to be purchased will be distributed the first day of class, or may be obtained at The Center office, but wait until after the first class to make any purchases.
SILVER JEWELRY
Instructor: Wendy Martin
Tuesday evenings, beginning June 14, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Create beautiful pieces of sterling silver jewelry such as pendants, earrings, pins, bracelets, and more! Beginning students learn to saw, file, solder, and polish in their first introductory projects. Wendy will help experienced
students learn advance techniques as they design their own jewelry projects. If you've been a lapidary student,
bring your polished stones and learn to set them into silver. Class fee: $95. Students can expect to pay $40-$50
in silver costs, to be paid directly to the instructor in class.

BASKETMAKING
Instructors: Jane Dwyer
6 Thurs evenings 6:30 – 8:30 pm beginning June 16 (July 7 off)
Begin by making an easy and beautiful wood-bottomed basket with your choice of colored trim. Continue on to learn techniques for weaving a variety of shapes and sizes of
baskets and choose your own project in consultation with the instructor. You can expect
to make 2-3 baskets in 6 weeks, depending on your style and choice of projects.
Class Fee: $95, plus $25 materials fee per 6 week session
WEAVING
Instructor: Nettie Botts
6 Wednesday mornings, beginning June 15, 9:30 – 11:30 am
New weavers: learn the basics while making a sampler - then design and complete a project of your choice. Returning weavers study and weave a project
in the pattern weave of your choice. Class Fees: $95, plus $10 materials fee for new
weavers. Students purchase own threads and yarns for future projects.
WOODCARVING
Instructors: Arlene & Don Lesiak
6 Wednesday evenings beginning June 15, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Learn and practice the tools and techniques of woodcarving using basswood or butternut. Create beautiful animals, objects, and faces. New students will make 3-6 projects such as a bird, a shoe, an egret, and miniature
people. If you're experienced, you may design your own projects. Class Fee: $95. Wood
and bench knives are available for purchase in class (approximately $25 for wood and
bench knives).
POTTERY

Instructor: Heather Young
6 Tues. mornings beginning June 21, 9:30-11:30 am
or 6 Thurs. evenings beginning June 23, 6:30–8:30 pm
Learn the basics of working with ceramic clay or expand your knowledge if you have already learned the basics. This is a class for beginners and advanced students. Throughout the 6 week course students will learn a variety of hand building techniques as well as
working on the potter's wheel. We will experiment with different types of clay and glazes.
Platters, plates, pinch pots, mugs, bowls, sculpture - the possibilities are endless!
Class Fee: $95 plus $15 materials fee
PLEIN AIRE SKETCH and WATERCOLOR FIELD TRIPS Summer 2016
Instructor: Lois Hrejsa
Eight Thursdays 9:30 am-2:00 pm
Lois Hrejsa and art students take field trips to interesting local sites throughout the summer. All sessions begin
at 9:30 am unless otherwise specified. We paint and draw until 12:30 when we break for lunch (sometimes
potluck, sometimes brown bag) followed by a group critique. Usually we are done by 2 pm. Bring your art supplies and a folding stool or chair. Please pre-register by calling The Center to add your name and contact information to the roster for the summer and to receive a detailed schedule with exact locations and lunch details. This does not obligate you to attend all sessions. Pay upon arrival at each session with a check made
payable to The Center (no cash please). A group usually meets at The Center to carpool. Classes are for students with some art experience. Class fee: $22 per session (pay as you go).
June 2 - Oak Park Conservatory
June 9 - Lake Katherine, Palos Heights
June 16 - Home of Lora Lee Gelles, Orland Pk
June 23 - Monte Bello, Lemont

June 30 - Peabody Estate, Oakbrook
July 7 - Home of Roger & Judy Carlsen, Frankfort
July 14 - Garfield Park Conservatory, Chicago
July 21 - Home of Lesley Olsen, Chicago

FIGURE DRAWING AND PAINTING WITH A LIVE MODEL
Instructor: Susan Flanangan
July 11, 9:00-11:30 am
An opportunity to draw or paint with whichever medium you bring. Sue will give an introduction about facial
and figure proportions and assist as you draw or paint. A wonderful opportunity to draw or paint from a live
model. Workshop fee: $20 plus $7 model fee. Bring your own paper and pencils, pens, watercolors or pastels.

KNITTING/CROCHET 101...AND BEYOND!
Instructor: Georgann Ring
6 Mon evenings beginning July 18, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
or 6 Fri mornings, July 22, 9:30 – 11:30 am
Beginning knitters will learn to use the knit and purl stitches, to cast on and bind off.
Beginning crocheters will learn the basic crochet stitches. Both will learn simple increases and decreases, and to read a pattern while completing their first project, a
washcloth; the second project will be chosen by the student from a suggested collection. Georgann will help those with experience choose their projects and learn more advanced knitting/crochet skills. Class Fee: $95. Beginning students should bring a ball of
Sugar n' Cream yarn; knitters need a pair of 10", U.S. size 8 (5 mm) needles; Crocheters need a size "H" aluminum crochet hook. Students purchase own yarn for advanced projects.

Many of our classes are mid-session and will resume in June A few classes such as Quilting, Watercolor, Drawing, Collage and
morning Woodcarving will resume in September.
Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops. Class and materials fees are due at
time of registration. All class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registration fee. No refunds or transfers of fees are available for cancellations made less than 24 hours prior to the beginning of
class. To register by mail, send check and the following information: Name, address, phone, email, name and
date/time of class, and if registration is for a child, send birth date and grade in school, plus parents’ names
and emergency contact information. Registration in a program at The Center authorizes The Center to use
photos of participants for promotional purposes.

May you live all the days of your life. -- Jonathan Swift
It seems kind of obvious, doesn’t it? Of course we live the days of
our lives! Otherwise we wouldn’t be alive, right? Well….yes and no.
Inhaling and exhaling is indeed a sign of being alive, but being alive
isn’t necessarily the same thing as actually living your life.
So many of us, so much of the time, wake up, do what we need to
do, race through our meals, and fall exhausted into our beds and do
it all over again the next day. So many of us, so much of the time, do
not take time out for laughter. We fail to notice the beauty that is
everywhere. We do not really hear what the people we love most are
telling us.
Yet, taking the time to stop, notice, listen and breathe, to really live
all the days of our lives, opens us up to the amazing awareness of
the many miracles in ordinary life.
Lois Lauer retired from her official position at the Center last month,
after 34 years of magnificent and creative service. I learned of Jonathan Swift’s quote from her because it is the tag line to her name on
every email she sends out. Lois has spent a lifetime learning how to
live and teaching others to do the same. And she is not done yet!
We have all learned to live fuller and deeper and more creative lives because of Lois…and we are grateful!
Everyone of us will miss Lois very much but we are also very happy for her as she continues into this next
part of truly living her life.

Thanks, Lois! We love you!!

Sustainable Agriculture and Green Education – SAGE – Presents…
Spring has definitely sprung for our SAGE program here at the farm and we have
been keeping busy! The pasture grass has been growing which allowed us to move the cattle, goats and laying hens back outside – and they are loving it! We’ve got 30 laying hens in
the SAGE program now, so don’t miss out on trying a dozen of the best eggs in town! We
are currently raising our first 16 batch of meat chickens which will be featured at our SAGE
luncheon program on May 24th. We built a new greenhouse and have started hundreds of
seeds for our garden as well as for our Tomato & Basil sale. The potatoes are planted, garlic
is 10” high, and the spinach, lettuce, peas and asparagus are all starting to grow! With the
help of a very dedicated Garden Guide, Bill Hopkins, we’ve also planted a whole new bed of
strawberries, cut back the raspberries (which are already starting to re-grow), wood-chipped
several beds and paths and weeded tons! SAGE has lots to offer this coming growing season and we certainly hope you’ll be a part of it! Much Love and Gratitude,
STRAWBERRY JAM, from the farm garden…hopefully!
Instructor: Lois Lauer
Sat., June 25, 10am-Noon. If Mother Nature cooperates, we’ll pick the berries from the garden,
& then go into the Anderson Center to cook up a batch of strawberry jam. (In the event the
berry patch doesn’t yield at the estimated time, we’ll have berries from the farmers’ market.)
Everyone will go home with a jar of fresh strawberry jam! Class fee: $16, plus $6 materials fee.
Meet at the farm garden to pick berries, then cook the jam in the Anderson Center kitchen.
PINK FAIRY LILY BULBS FOR SALE
Freshly dug up and repotted bulbs are ready to help beautify your home garden! Bulbs produce
beautiful early foliage and then small, funnel-shaped flowers appear late in the season to give
your landscape a pop of intense color just when it needs it most. Fragrant blooms thrive on neglect, making the perfect easy-care ground cover, container or house plant. End result will be
charming clusters of soft pink flowers 8-10" tall. Pots of 3 bulbs are $5 and are available at The
Children’s Farm for purchase. Your contribution will help support our Sustainable Agriculture and Green Education program, SAGE.
Thanks to the lovely laying hens of our SAGE program, The Center is now offering Farm
Fresh Eggs for sale. Cartons of one dozen eggs are available for $6 and can be purchased
in our main office. Our hens free range in the daytime and forage for insects, flowers and
seeds. They lay in the sun, visit with many children and lay the best eggs in town! If making
the trip out just for eggs, please call ahead to confirm availability, as quantities are limited.
TOMATO & BASIL SALE
Do you need tomato and basil plants for your garden? If so, please consider purchasing your 2016 plants
from our SAGE program at the farm. We will start every seed in organic soil and grow them at our farm with
nothing but sunshine and water! The basil will be sweet and tomatoes available in plum/roma or beefsteak
varieties. Please submit your order form (below) by May 1st and come to the farm for pick up on May
13th & 14th from 10am-4pm. Order forms are also available in The Center office.

NAME___________________________________ PHONE (____)___________________
EMAIL ADDRESS __________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________CITY/ST/ZIP_________________________

# of Basil Pots______@$4

# of Plum/Roma Pots______@$4

Total # of pots ____@$4 each

# of Beefsteak Pots______@$4

AMOUNT PAID_______ DATE__________ Receipt #_____

Please make checks payable to The Center. Thank You!

The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community
Parish and Community Center Foundation
12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL 60464
708-361-3650
Website: http://www.thecenterpalos.org
Email: centerpalospark@sbcglobal.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Don & Bernadette: Barn To Be Wild 8
Believe it or not, Pathway Director Don Shannon & his lovely wife Bernadette
have volunteered to live in the barn, with the pigs, as the fundraising ringleaders for
the 2016 Barn To Be Wild 8 weekend of May 7th and 8th. They hope to have lots of
company, as everyone is invited to visit and we are all hoping that fifty people will volunteer to be pen pals, meaning that they'll come to the barn for a nice long visit and
do their best to earn $1000 worth of pledges for their effort!
Barn To Be Wild is the zany fun-raising, fund-raising brain child of Development
Director Mark Walker, who will be recording the entire event, and you can watch it all
on live webcam from your home computer, phone, or tablet! You can call or email us
and chat with us online, and … you can send money the same way. We hope you will
support us with a contribution by check or by clicking the Donate Now button online.
The Barn To Be Wild website is barntobewild.org and is also accessible via a link
from The Center's main website: thecenterpalos.org. Our goal this year is $50,000.
Barn To Be Wild has raised more than $185,000 in its first seven outings. With
your help, we’ll go well over $200,000 for the life of the event.
Please help if you can!

