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“Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He is not here, but has risen.”
-Luke 24:5b
What a mysterious event we celebrate at Easter!
I would suggest that we tread very carefully here. Let us not presume too quickly that we really understand what we are talking about. While it is good to sing Alleluia and celebrate with a whole host of
delightful Easter traditions, the Mystery that we celebrate on Easter has the power to draw us into a
delicate awareness of a Holy Presence that cannot be held bound by anything that we are able to expect or imagine….
We proclaim Easter to be the celebration of Jesus rising from the dead. But how are we to understand
that?! In the Gospels there are a number of stories when Jesus, after his Resurrection, is seen by his
closest companions yet it takes them some time to recognize him for he does not look the same.
There are stories that tell us that he is not held back by locked doors and there are stories when he
suddenly appears and just as suddenly disappears. So Easter cannot be a celebration of life as
usual…
As Christians, we believe that Jesus didn’t ‘simply’ come back to life but that he went through death’s
dark corridor and came out on the other side into a new way of being alive.
As Christians we believe that death does not have the last word. We believe that life continues in new
and mysterious ways that we have not yet experienced.
And, as Christians, we believe that Jesus was not / is not the only one to rise to new life, that this new
life is the future for all of creation.
This is the mystery of Easter that we celebrate.
Yes, he does live, right now, whenever and wherever forgiveness and mercy is extended beyond what
our minds tell us is possible or ‘right.’ He lives wherever justice is served and He lives right here, right
now, whenever and wherever compassion and Love is extended beyond all boundaries…
So, for all of this, my friends, we ought to sing “Alleluia!” at the top of our lungs, and we ought to whisper “Thank You” from the depths of our hearts.

Blessed Easter to all!

Meditation: Attending the Silence ~ Tuesday evenings 5:30 pm- 6:00 pm
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday mornings 9:00-9:30 am
Please join us for a 20 minute period of silent meditation each week. Come whenever you are able.
Loving-Kindness Meditation
Monday mornings
9:00-9:30am
Our Monday morning meditation is a Loving-Kindness meditation. It is not a silent meditation, but a group prayer for peace
in the world beginning with ourselves. Come whenever you are able.
Gather Round the Table
April 26th
6:00pm
This gathering is a circle of rich conversation and prayer. We remember when Jesus broke bread with his disciples and
friends and we do the same. We welcome all to spend a brief time of deepening their relationship with God. We gather in a
circle of mutuality, open and inclusive—please join us!
Mindfulness
Sunday mornings
11:00am-12:00pm
We gather to meditate and to reflect upon one aspect of meditation and/or mindfulness. We do a mindful activity and we
spend some time offering each other support and encouragement in our quest to actually be present to our lives. No registration is required. All are welcome!
Spirituality 101 ~ Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm-8:00pm (or) Thursday mornings 10:00am-11:30am
Our study of Centering Prayer continues and you are still welcome to join us! Any questions may be directed to Chris Hopkins.
Registration is necessary so that we may have enough handouts for all participants. Cost for the 7 week series is $35 or $5/
class.
Vespers in the Chapel
Every Sunday
12:30pm & 4:30pm Please join us each week for a nondenominational service of music, meditation and prayer led by Rev. Chris Hopkins. The Chapel stands on the highest point of The Center’s grounds and symbolizes the underlying spirituality of all Center programs. All are welcome!
Communion Sunday
April 12th
12:30pm & 4:30pm
This month Communion Sunday is on the second Sunday of April due to Easter being on April 5th. Volunteers are needed to help
set up for Communion as well as helping to distribute it. If you are able and interested, please contact Chris Hopkins.
ALL ARE WELCOME! *Please note: we always have a non-alcoholic cup.
Family Service Sunday
April 19th
10:00am
Please join us as we gather inside the Lodge (on the west side of Southwest Highway) for this family friendly service. And
we will share a bit of hospitality together, because Jesus always ate with his friends!
Holy Week Services
Holy Thursday Communion Service ~ April 2nd 7:00pm
Please join us for a special Communion service in the Wayside Chapel commemorating the Last Supper of Jesus. This service
will be rich in silence, music and prayer. We will break bread and share the cup in remembrance of Him.
Easter Sunrise Service ~ April 5th ~ 7:00 am See back page of newsletter for details!

LABYRINTH OFFERINGS!
~ Thursday evening group walk ~ April 2nd ~ 5:30pm
~ Saturday morning group walk ~ April 4th ~ 8:00am
Let’s gather at our permanent labyrinth to walk in fellowship and peace. No
registration is necessary. We will walk rain or snow (hopefully not) or shine!
Hope to meet you there!
Earth Day Labyrinth Walk ~ April 22nd ~ 10:00 am & 5:00 pm.
These sessions will be identical. Let’s gather at the Labyrinth to prayerfully
reflect upon the ecological state of our home planet and perhaps discover
ways we can add to the health and vitality of all living beings. These times will
include prayer, ritual and of course…. a labyrinth walk.
Good Friday Labyrinth Stations Of The Cross ~ April 3rd 9:00 am -5:00 pm
The Stations of the Cross and the Labyrinth are joined together to offer you a unique way to experience the passion of
Jesus. These Scriptural Stations of the Cross have 15 stations modeled on the Scriptural Stations celebrated by Pope John
Paul II on Good Friday, 1991. There will be prayer books to guide you on your journey. Come any time!
Upcoming in May! ~ World Labyrinth Day ~ May 2nd at 1:00 pm
This is a global movement to gather and walk the labyrinth for peace. We will join this movement! We will Walk as One at
One, so please join us at 1pm down by the labyrinth so that we can add our energies and prayers to this global peace effort.

Our thirty-first annual…

EASTER EGG ROUNDUP AT THE FARM!
Saturday, April 4 ~ Advance Tickets Required ~ Tickets available for:
10:00,10:30,11:00,11:30am,12:00Noon,12:30,1:00,1:30,2:00, & 2:30 pm
$22 per child (no charge for adults or older siblings)
Children, age 9 and younger accompanied by parents, are invited for a
special day of decorating an egg from the chicken coop, visiting the bunnies, riding a horse, seeing the farm animals wearing their best Easter
bonnets, meeting the Easter Bunny, and finding a colored egg in the
Easter Bunny's Magic Forest! Be sure to dress to be outside! Advance
tickets for the Easter Egg Roundup are required because we have to
have enough eggs and treats for all the children who visit. Tickets are
available at the lodge office. You usually need to get them early, as they
are limited in number.
PANCAKE BREAKFAST! 8 AM – 11 AM
If you come in the morning, please take the time to enjoy breakfast in
the Anderson Center at the farm. All you can eat pancakes and sausage, orange juice and hot coffee cost $6 per adult and $3 per child.
The Palos Heights Kiwanis Club generously donates their time and their talents as pancake makers to provide this delicious additional opportunity to support The Center. You can stop for pancakes before, during,
or after your Easter Egg Roundup experience. If you have no children to bring to the Roundup, you are welcome to come just for the breakfast! Advance tickets to the pancake breakfast are available in the office,
plus at the door as long as the pancakes last!
PLUS HOT DOGS FOR SALE! 11 am - 3 pm
Farm volunteers and staff will be grilling and selling hot dogs, plus soda, coffee, and bakesale goodies for
afternoon visitors who want to picnic under the pavilion before, during, or after their Easter Egg Roundup
experience. Volunteers needed to help at the event and to bake for the bakesale…contact Lois!
PLEASE PLAN TO COME FOR BREAKFAST OR STAY FOR LUNCH...OR BOTH!
LAUGHTER CIRCLE:
Sunday, April 12, 6 p.m.
Laughter leader Kathy O’Brien brings laughter and all its benefits to our monthly Laughter Circle, a group of
people who want to LAUGH! Research shows that laughter strengthens the immune system, reduces stress
and anxiety, alleviates pain, and helps people get along better. Kathy is an R.N. and an Advanced Certified
Laughter Leader who is sure to get you laughing! The cost each month of participating in the Laughter Circle
is $5 which Kathy donates to The Center. Please call to reserve a spot!
TOASTMASTERS
1st and 3rd Wednesdays, April 1 and 15, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Toastmasters is an opportunity for folks who wish to improve their public communication skills, to develop the
confidence to stand and speak before large or small groups of people. The Center's Toastmasters Club consists of staff, volunteers, and friends of The Center. No commitment is necessary to try it out: for more information, talk to Dave Sanders or Lois Lauer.
THE CENTER SINGERS
Every Monday, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
The Center Singers, a choral group consisting of members of The Center's fellowship, has rehearsals each
Monday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. in the Lodge. Led by director Penny Wills the group sings once each
month at Vespers in the Wayside Chapel and at special events such as the Easter Sunrise service. The Center
Singers always welcomes new members. If you are interested, please call the office for information.
FELLOWCRAFTERS GIFT SHOP
Please stop in the Fellowcrafters Gift Shop to see a display of delightful spring creations. The selection of
items is ever changing, so please make time to come to our shop!

Emerson Hill Dinner: Bicycling Along the Shore of Lake Superior
Sunday, April 19, 5:30 p.m.
A bicycling jaunt along the south shore of the Great Lakes' greatest
lake, Lake Superior. Starting at Duluth, Minnesota, passing through
northern Wisconsin and northern Michigan, and concluding at Sault Ste.
Marie, Michigan, this 760-mile biking/camping trek will take in the sights
and sounds of Lake Superior, including the Porcupine and Huron Mtns.,
the Keweenaw Peninsula, the Apostle Islands, Pictured Rocks National
Lakeshore, Tahquamenon Falls, etc., and enough of the UP to qualify
as a genuine Yooper! Photographer/adventurer John Lynn of Peoria has plodded, pedaled, and paddled
enough scenic and historic trails, roads, and rivers to circle the globe. He's the only person to have visited
and photographed all 2400 towns in the state of Illinois, and has shared his experiences through over 4000
slide presentations in three countries, including several previous trips to The Center. Always a delight!
Emerson Hill dinner costs $20 and requires advance reservations.
MEN’S POV (Point of View)
The group meets April 21st in Log Cabin 3 at 7pm. Rich Treptow will give part two
of his presentation on global climate disruption. New members welcome!!!
GENTLE YOGA CLASSES
5 Tuesday evenings, beginning April 21, 6:30 - 8 pm, at the Anderson Activity
Center at the farm
We invite you to this series of gentle, restorative yoga classes taught by yoga instructor Valerie Lindstrom.
The classes will include discussion and practice on breathing, relaxation, and centering, as well as movement and poses. Dress in comfortable clothing; bring a yoga mat and block. Meet at the Anderson Center
at the farm. Class fee: $50. Preregistration required.
WOMANTALK COFFEE HOUR!
Tuesday, April 28, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
WOMANTALK! is a wonderfully nurturing and supportive women’s discussion group, led by Mary Ann
Grzych, and focusing on the month’s readings in Sarah Ban Breathnach’s “Simple Abundance,” or any
other inspirational resources that ladies would like to bring to share. The focus of Womantalk is on learning
to live authentically, joyfully, simply, and gratefully. Please call to say you will be coming.
HERB AND TOMATO SALE: Please support the camp scholarship fund by ordering healthy herbs, flowers, and tomatoes for your summer garden. You can access an order form on the website or call The Center to order. Choose from a variety of tomatoes, herbs, and other vegetables and flowers. $4 per pot.
Pickup days: May 15 and 16.
Presents Our Spring
Fundraiser......

MANURE
FOR MONEY

18 in. X 30 in. prepackaged bags
$6 per bag
OR
$15 for 3 bags

Please help support us while
improving your soil quality.
Our youth group, Cornerstone, is selling pre-packed
bags of composted manure
for your garden.

Prepaid bags of compost are expected to be picked up on Sunday, April 26 between Noon and 4p during our
Sheep to Shawl event! We’ll happily load your order when you pull up or park nearby; come to The Children’s
Farm at 12700 Southwest Highway in Palos Park. Compost purchases will grant you free admission to this wonderful event.
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Number of Bags: ____________________________

Total Due: $__________________________________

Please Place Orders by April 15th
For Office Use:
Order Placed With: __________________ Payment Type: Cash Credit

Check [Check Number ________]

Celebrating your wedding anniversary in April? Then you are invited to our April
ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND RENEWAL OF VOWS CEREMONY
Sunday, April 12th, beginning with 4:30 pm Vespers.
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral, or a courthouse, we invite you to this beautiful evening of celebrating and renewing your marriage commitment. The evening begins with a Vespers Service at
4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. After Vespers, you will enjoy a gracious candlelight dinner in the lodge and then return
to the Chapel for the Renewal of Wedding Vows ceremony. For reservations, send $80 for dinner for two, to be
received no later than March 30. Planning ahead? The next Anniversary Dinner is scheduled for May 17th.
CENTER CINEMA: Film Classics Shared and Discussed:
Friday April 10th, 6:30—9pm His Girl Friday, Howard Hawks, 1940, 92m, B/W

Cary Grant plays a debonair (what else?) newspaper editor who uses all his
wiles to keep his ace reporter Hildy Johnson (Rosalind Russell) from getting
married. Lively discussion to follow. We'll bring popcorn. Free, but please
call to say you’re coming.
Little Art Show 2015!
Sunday, May 31, 1-3 pm On the lawns and in the classrooms of the log cabins.
Please join us for our second annual Little Art Show of….small artworks! There will be tiny pottery
pieces, tiny drawings and paintings, tiny quilts, tiny weavings, tiny woodcarvings, tiny baskets, and
more…on display and for sale! And of course…tiny refreshments will be served!
SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP
A spiritual companion helps others freely explore what God is doing in their lives and guides them toward
determining their own response. Spiritual companionship is not psychotherapy, although a person in
therapy may also seek spiritual companionship, in order to explore how God’s call and compassion are present during life’s toughest moments. We all need the love, support, and witness of other travelers on this, our spiritual journey. Spiritual Director Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one
spiritual companionship services to anyone seeking spiritual direction through prayer, meditation, and dialogue. The
cost is $20/hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund. Please, call the office at any time for details
about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as a spiritual companion all day every Tuesday.
New! GARDEN GUIDES ~ Sunday, April 26, 2:00 - 3:00 pm
Lois Lauer is hoping to form a cadre of garden enthusiasts who would help us show the
garden to farm guests on Saturday and Sunday afternoons, when the farm is open to
visitors. If you might be able to volunteer one weekend afternoon a month and are interested in learning more about being a volunteer garden guide, join us in the garden at 2
p.m. on the last Sunday in April. We're hoping to have a short educational session like
this for garden guides on the last Sunday of each month throughout the growing season-to tour the garden, see what's coming up each month, and prepare ourselves to be
ready to educate our visitors about what's growing! If the weather cooperates, we'll see
the sprouts of potatoes, onions, garlic, peas, lettuce, spinach, chard, broccoli, and cabbage on April 26. And we'll be able to taste some perennials like asparagus, kale, and a
variety of herbs! You can see what's happening in the garden by checking Lois' garden blog at
www.childrensfarmgarden.blogspot.com.

POTTERY PARTY --- to benefit Barn to be Wild!
(for adults and families with kids of any age)
Wednesday, April 29, 6:30 - 8 p.m. at the farm pavilion
Heather Young has generously volunteered to raise funds for Barn to be Wild by organizing this night of creativity and fun as part of her fundraising. She invites you to come to the farm and make adorable little pigs and other
tiny farm animal sculptures...her goal is to help you have fun creating something out of clay! The items will be ready
for pickup at the Little Art Show on May 31. We’ll go on a short farm tour to see the animals and finish the evening
with roasting marshmallows around a campfire. Benefit Workshop fee: $15 per person, all of which goes toward
Heather's Barn to be Wild Pen Pal fundraising effort.

SPRING WILDFLOWER WALKS
Leaders: Carol Alesia and Lois Lauer
3 Thursday evenings, weather permitting, beginning, April 23, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
We invite you to join us for this series of leisurely nature rambles to see the amazing display of spring wildflowers. We'll walk at The Center and at nearby forest preserves. We will go to Messenger Woods in Homer Township for a longer walk on
one of the 3 nights, when the bluebells are at their peak. Please call to register
in early April so we can notify you of earlier walks or schedule changes. Wear
sturdy hiking shoes for spring mud. Program donation: $5/walk. Please call to pre-register and be sure we have
your phone number and email address.
Our tenth annual SPRINGTIME TEA…amidst the Wildflowers
Sunday, May 3, 2-4 pm
Please join us for an afternoon of “high tea” sandwiches and sweets, plus music,
wildflowers, and an inspiring talk by motivational speaker Eileen Kerlin Walsh.
Weather permitting, seating available both indoors and out.
Hats and gloves encouraged! Tickets: $30 each (please call to reserve tickets)
Please tell us when reserving tickets if you have friends with whom you want to sit.

Save the date!
Sunday, May 31, 5:30 p.m.: JAZZ IN THE PINES featuring The Darlene Baresch Jazz Quartet!

May 9th & 10th
The Children’s Farm at The Center

Barn To Be Wild 7
The Center Singers
--and lots of their closest “pen” pals-will be living with the animals
to raise money to further our mission.
Write your own story at The Center.
The Center is a 501c3 religious organization.
It’s not too early to think about
Summer

FARM FEST!

At the farm, Saturday, June 6, 10 am – 4 pm
Mark your calendars! Tell your friends! Kick off a summer of fun at the farm!
Horserides, hayrides, crafts, animals, live music,
games, and great food! Also, garage sale vendors,
flea market vendors, and craft vendors.

AND, new this year:
A KIDS' FLEA MARKET!
Spread the word—THIS is the way to start the summer!
Ask in the office or check the website for vendor and
kids' flea market guidelines and applications.

SPRING RETREATS AT THE CENTER
You deserve a break! Register today to assure your spot in one of these wonderful experiences:
Women’s Spring Self-Care Retreat. Saturday, March 28, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
CARING FOR THE SELF IS NOT SELF INDULGENT BUT RATHER AN ACT OF SURVIVAL.
Janet Sylkatis, Illinois Licensed Massage Therapist and Registered Practitioner of Ortho-Bionomy®, will help us
explore, experience and practice self-care using the art and science of massage therapy and a holistic form of
bodywork known as Ortho-Bionomy®, to stimulate the body’s inner wisdom for healing. Focus of this retreat will
be upper body, including head, neck, shoulders, arms and hands. Lecture and demonstration, healthy snacks,
practice sessions, simple stretching and aromatherapy to promote healing for body, mind and Spirit. Retreat fee:
$45 includes leadership, lunch, and retreat supplies. Please wear comfortable and loose fitting clothing and bring
a bath-sized towel, a small pillow for arm support and your favorite hair brush. Feel good about yourself and connected to others as the endorphins flow, muscles relax and anxiety drains from your body.
Awake at The Center: A Day of Mindfulness in the Out of Doors
Saturday, April 11: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
The grounds of The Center hold a beauty and peace that, when we take the time, can
be truly felt. Please join us for a day retreat amidst the emerging spring wildflowers,
led by our Sunday morning Mindfulness team. You will be invited to sit, to walk, to listen, to share, to hear, and to see the beauty and wonder that abounds all around us.
Wear clothing and shoes appropriate for the weather as we will be spending most of
our time out of doors. Retreat fee: $45 includes leadership, lunch, and retreat supplies.
Women’s Personal Growth Retreat
Saturday, April 18: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Life Coach Lisa Espinosa will focus on helping us enhance our connection with our Soul so we can fulfill our life's
purpose. Lisa will share different exercises to help us find, love and heal those parts of us that can sabotage our
efforts as we try to follow our Soul's guidance. She will also lead participants through various meditations. Lisa
has been trained in the Internal Family Systems psycho-spiritual model of therapy, Is trained as a Reiki energy
healer, and is the author of the upcoming book, Answering Your Inner Calling: 5 Simple Practices for Following
Your Soul’s Guidance Toward Joyful and Fulfilling Work. Retreat fee: $45 includes leadership, lunch, and retreat
supplies.
Women's Spring Retreat: Play!
Saturday, May 16, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Join Lois Lauer and Jan Sylkatis to explore and experience the importance of play in our lives. Play can release
tension, restore balance, build rapport, and make us smile! The day will include time for reflection, discussion, and
lots of playful activities, all designed to help us experience this vital part of our lives that so often gets left on the
sidelines because it seems irresponsible to "waste our time" playing. We'll meet on the Anderson Center front
porch at the farm and hope to spend much of the day outdoors. Retreat fee: $72 includes leadership, lunch and
dinner, and retreat supplies.
Spring Knitting Retreat
Saturday, May 30, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Join Georgann Ring for a fun and relaxing day in the beautiful Forest View room while you work on your PIP
(project in progress), make new friends, and share ideas. If you'd like, bring a knitted item (s) for show and tell.
Don't know how to knit? Bring a ball of Sugar and Cream yarn and a pair of U.S. size 8 knitting needles, and we'll
teach you how! Retreat fee: $45 includes leadership, lunch, and instruction. (Crocheters welcome too!)

9700 W 131st St
Palos Park, IL 60464
(708) 361-3350

Please
Support
Our
Festival
Sponsors

15300 West Avenue
Suite 300
Orland Park, IL 60462

Live Sheep Shearing
“Sheep to Shawl”
Sunday, April 26th
Noon-4pm
Come join us for an afternoon dedicated to the ancient practice of
sheep shearing! Our event will
highlight primitive and modern
methods of shearing hosted by
great friends of The Center, Harold
Davis and Paul Lally.
In addition to watching the shearing, guests can visit all of our animals in the barns and take a hayrack ride around the farm. Children
will be able to make a “sheep to
shawl” craft and have lunch
straight from the farm’s grill.

Admission is $7.00 per person and gates open at 12 noon. Shearing begins at 1:30. See you there!

Farm and Nature Discovery Preschool and Kindergarten
March was a wonderful month with lots of exploring
taking place. We studied the weather and did lots of
very cool outdoor experiments as well as cool crafts.
April will start off with our Easter egg hunts with the
kids running around outdoors searching for eggs. The
parents are welcome to come towards the end and have
refreshments with us. April will be filled with lots of
spring projects and discoveries of the wonders of nature
at the farm. Our theme entitled “What Planet Are You
From?” will be so much fun for the kids as they learn
all about our solar system. We are currently registering
for kindergarten and preschool for next fall as well as
our 7th Annual Summer Preschool, a two-week program
that revolves around learning all aspects of the farm. Leave your children with us and enjoy a few hours to
yourself. They will be enjoying themselves every minute they are here. This year our theme, Bugs and
Blooms, will give us more on the farm to explore. As always, the children get to spend time with the animals,
get a hayrack ride, and if we can squeeze it in, a horse ride. Information and registration forms may be found
on our website. This summer program fills fast. Please call Kristin at the preschool at 708-361-8933 or email
me at farmandnature@sbcglobal.net if you would like a tour or information on either program.
Thanks to the lovely laying hens of our SAGE program,
The Center is now able to offer Farm Fresh Eggs for sale.
Cartons of one dozen eggs are available for $5 and can be
purchased in our main office. We currently have about 20
laying hens so quantities are VERY limited. If making the
trip just for eggs, we encourage you to call ahead and
check for availability!

TUESDAY LUNCHEONS -- 12:00 NOON - 2:00 P.M.
We have a wonderful luncheon and enlightening program every Tuesday at The
Center. The luncheons begin at 12:00 noon and are followed by the program. Cost
is $18. Please make reservations by the Sunday before the Tuesday luncheon. Call
708-361-3650 to make your reservation.
Reminder: Tuesday, March 31: Seder Meal
Led by Chris and Bill Hopkins, we invite you to experience the Jewish Seder Meal
and its significance both to the Jewish religion and to the history of Christianity.
Tuesday, April 7: Vibraphone!
Join us for an afternoon of music with vibraphonist Glenn Ellison who will entertain us
with music and educate us about this most interesting instrument. Glenn's repertoire includes popular swing standards from Glenn Miller, Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, and
Frank Sinatra. This promises to be a delightful afternoon.
Tuesday, April 14: Womanhood/Motherhood
Melanie Holmes reviews her own new book with the message that motherhood should not
automatically be regarded as the ultimate expression of womanhood. "The Female Assumption: A Mother's Story: Freeing Women From the View that Motherhood is a Mandate," is part memoir, part sociological study, and already receiving praise as a breakthrough work for feminism. Melanie is not advocating for or against motherhood, but is
advocating for women to be respected for whatever choice they make.
Tuesday, April 21: Birds!
Mel Tracy from Wild Birds Unlimited will join us to show slides and discuss the
types of birds we might see in our yards and what types of food and feeders attract each type of bird. After the luncheon, weather permitting, those who
choose to can stay to take a short walk outside with Mel to look for migrating
spring warblers---bring binoculars if you have them.
Tuesday, April 28: Glenn Martin in Concert
Our dear friend and accomplished pianist Glenn Martin of Palos Park once again
brings us a delightful afternoon of music. His program this spring includes works
by Robert Schumann whom Glenn considers the "ultimate Romantic." The afternoon will include ABEGG variations (Schumann's first published piece, dedicated
to Countess Abegg and based on the notes of her name) plus another of Schumann's major piano compositions, Carnaval. Please join us for a delightful spring
afternoon of music.
Coming up in May:
Tuesday Luncheon, May 5: Save the Monarchs! In honor of both Monarchs and Mexico, home to the
migrating Monarch butterflies, we'll celebrate Cinco de Mayo Day by learning more
about the plight of the Monarch butterflies whose population has decreased drastically in recent years. Kay MacNeil will tell us about the butterfly situation and tell us
what we can do to help...namely, to plant milkweed, the only plant on which monarchs will lay their eggs...and she'll give us each some seeds to plant in our yards,
parkways, roadsides, or anywhere we choose.

2015 Summer Camp at The Center…APPLY NOW!!
The Center is once again offering a wonderful opportunity for children to learn, play, and grow! Farm and Ranch Camp, Senior
Outdoor Leadership, and Farm Explorers Day Camp are outstanding summer opportunities for young people entering grades 2 nd –
12th to spend time in the healthy and fun atmosphere of the farm and surrounding woods. The Center’s camping programs include horseback riding, arts and crafts, hayrides, farm animals, songs, nature hikes, games, fun, friendship, and lots of laughter!
Our summer campers spend either 5 days, 5 nights or 12 nights attending our nature and animal based camps. Financial assistance is available for qualifying families.
Applications available at:
http://thecenterpalos.org/Camps.html

12 NIGHT PROGRAM
th

Farm Camp for grades 5 -7

th

FARM CAMP
____ I June 21 - July 3
____ II July 5 – July 17

Ranch Camp for grades 8th-9th
RANCH CAMP

SENIOR OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP

____ I June 21 - July 3 (Girls)
*Waiting list only
II July 5 - July 17 (Boys)
____ III July 19 - July 31 (Girls)
*Waiting list only
____ IV Aug. 2 - Aug. 14 (Girls)

12 NIGHT FARM CAMP FEE $1050

5 NIGHT PROGRAM
Farm Camp for grades 4th-7th
FARM CAMP
____ IIIA July 19 - July 24
____ IIIB July 26 - July 31
____ IVA Aug. 2 - Aug. 7
____ IVB Aug. 9 - Aug. 14

SOL for grades 10th-12th

12 NIGHT RANCH CAMP FEE $1200

____ I June 21 - July 3 (Girls)
*Waiting list only
____ II July 5 - July 17 (Boys)
*Waiting list only
____ III July 19 - July 31 (Girls)
____ IV Aug. 2 - Aug. 14 (Girls)
12 NIGHT SOL PROGRAM FEE $1200

DAY TIME ONLY PROGRAM
FARM EXPLORERS
Entering grades 2nd-6th
____ June 22 – June 26
____ June 29 – July 3
____ July 6 – July 10
____ July 13 – July 17
____ July 20 – July 24
____ July 27 – July 31
____ Aug. 3 – Aug. 7
9am – 4pm Monday - Friday

EXTREME FARM EXPLORERS
Entering grades 3rd -7th
____ July 19 – July 24
____ July 26 – July 31
5:30pm-9pm – Sunday,
9am-9pm Tuesday– Thursday
9am-5pm Friday

5 NIGHT FARM CAMP FEE $600
FARM EXPLORERS FEE $300

EXTREME EXPLORERS FEE $450

Please help send a child to camp!
Camp Scholarship Update…
The Camp Scholarship Fund is well underway! We have had some very successful fundraisers as well as many generous donations from private donors so every day we're a bit closer to achieving our 2015 goal. We're very grateful for the many contributions that we have received. The Fund helps children who otherwise would be financially unable to attend camp. Whether
you send $5 or $500, you'll know that you have made a difference. Each contribution you make to the Scholarship Fund will be
matched dollar-for-dollar, and if each of us contributes, in whatever way possible, we will reach our goal. Another child will
have an opportunity to experience the healthy, natural country atmosphere of The Center's Farm and Ranch Camps.

Spring Junior Farmers…

Help join us in the welcoming of spring! Junior Farmers
in the spring session will have the unique opportunity to
experience all the spring babies of the farm! We will be
blessed with the arrival of baby goats, lambs, calves,
bunnies, & chicks! Children will spend one hour a week
truly engaged with our farm animals. They will enjoy the
new babies that have already arrived as well as help prepare for the arrival of others. The junior farmer classes
are led by Miss Kay who has a true passion for baby animals herself. She will certainly pass that trait along to all
of her junior farmers!

Spring Session
$91 - 7 week session

Beginning April 6th, 7th, 8th or 11th
Choose a Session:
Ages 3-6
Saturday 10:00-11:00am or 11:30-12:30pm
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday,
10:00-11:00am or 1:30-2:30pm
Ages 6-8
Saturday 2:00-3:00pm
Ages 6-12
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 4:00-5:00pm
Ages 9-12
Saturday 3:00-4:00pm

Are you ready to get back outdoors this season?
Do you have some free time you would like to donate to a great organization?
Do you enjoy nature, gardening or animals?

If so, we want you as a Children’s Farm Volunteer!!
As the 2015 farm season kicks off, we are searching for volunteers to help out with various tasks and programs. Volunteer
opportunities are available for children as young as 13 years of age and weekday and weekend help is needed.
What we are looking for:
Educational Farm Tour Guides – Farm tour guides are in high demand for the busy, upcoming spring season. Weekday
tour guides help with our school tour program by guiding a small group of children through our farm, allowing them to touch
and pet the animals while hearing facts and details about how they live, what they eat, and what their contribution is to
modern day society. Each weekday tour is approximately one hour in length and is offered at 9:30am, 10:45am, Noon and
1pm. Weekend tour guides are also in high demand for the upcoming season! Weekend guides are needed from 1pm4pm on Saturdays and Sundays and help our visiting families navigate the farm and experience the animals. Weekend
guests take self-guided tours so our volunteers are more stationary and really just keep animals and guests safe while
greeting, answering questions, and assisting guests in and out of animal pens. Educational Farm Volunteers need no experience, as all training will be provided. The only necessary qualifications are an interest in animals and nature and a
love for children!
Hayrack Drivers - We need volunteers, 21 years and older, to drive our tractor-pulled hayrack rides. Hayrack rides are
offered weekdays and weekends. Depending on daily bookings, we run hayrack rides from about 10:15am – 1pm most
weekdays and from 1-4pm on weekends. Experience with a manual transmission is helpful and prior tractor driving experience is very helpful! Tractor driver training is a must and will be scheduled upon inquiry.
S.A.G.E. Crop Assistants – S.A.G.E. has a one-acre crop field that is in constant need of TLC from mid-May through
September. Volunteers can help with spring planting, weeding, watering, harvesting and/or educating guests about what’s
happening in our field. Time commitments and schedules are very flexible for this volunteer opportunity so if you have an
interest in getting your hands in the dirt and watching the miracle of plant life grow, then the S.A.G.E. crop field may be
perfect for you! Gardening experience is a plus however not necessary at all.
Farm Garden Guides – We are looking for Garden Guides to help our weekend guests better experience the farm garden.
This is something new for us and we are hoping to find some garden enthusiasts to help this become a real success. Garden Guides will inform visitors about what’s growing, offer them a sample of berry or herb, and help protect our growing
plants from unwanted foot traffic. Volunteer hours are Saturdays and Sundays from 1pm-4pm.
If you’re interested in helping in one of these areas, please email Amy at thechildrensfarm@sbcglobal.com
Looking forward to seeing you in the coming season at The Farm!!

Drawing by Lois Hrejsa

Come...let us entice you "to express your creative spirit" at...

THE LOG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS
Classes and workshops for adults and children in fine arts and folk arts
MARCH-APRIL ART SCHEDULE 2015
We hope you'll sign up and let those creative juices flow! All classes require pre-registration.
Like us on Facebook! Go to www.facebook.com and search for Log Cabin Center for the Arts @ The
Center, Palos Park. Lots of new photos of classes and student artwork. Check it out!
KIDS, TEEN, AND FAMILY CLASSES
LOG CABIN ART FOR KIDS!
Instructor: Heather Young
6 Saturday mornings beginning April 18 (skip 5/23)
Kindergarten through 1st Grade: 10:00 am - 11:00 am
2nd and 3rd Grade: 11:00 am - 12:30 pm
th
4 through 8th Grade: 1:00 - 2:30 pm
A world of art and nature for kids! Drawing, printmaking, pottery, papiermâché, painting, papermaking, and more! Creative expression, hands-on
fun, encouragement, and opportunities to learn new artistic techniques,
Class Fee: $55 for 10 a.m. grade K-1 class; $75 for 11 a.m. or 1 p.m. grade
2-3 or 4-8 classes. Fees include all supplies, and each session ends with an
art show of the students' creations.
SUMMERTIME OUTDOOR ART FOR KIDS—grades K thru 8—Registration now open!
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings, 9-11 am
Two week sessions begin June 22, July 6 and 20, and Aug. 3
OUTDOOR ART FOR KIDS is a summer opportunity for kids featuring an immersion in the combined worlds of art
and nature. Class Fee $110 per 2 week session. When registering for kids' summer classes, please state grade
in school in autumn 2015.
TEEN POTTERY (grades 7-12)
Instructor: Heather Young
6 Tuesday evenings, beginning April 14, 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Wonderful opportunities for artistic teens to pursue their creative yearnings in the pottery studio. Instruction in
both hand-building techniques and throwing pots on the wheels. Class Fee: $80 includes all supplies.
TEENS are also allowed to register for some adult classes. Please inquire.
FAMILY POTTERY (all ages, adults without children welcome too!)
Instructor: Heather Young
Ceramic Masks: 2 Wed. evenings, March 25 and April 1, 6:30 - 7:30 pm Sculpt masks of clay to hang on the
wall as art pieces!
Pottery Owls: 2 Wed. evenings, April 15 and 22, 6:30 - 7:30 pm Create adorable owl sculptures!
Pottery Flower Pots: 1 Wed. evening, May 6, 6:30 - 7:30 pm Create terra cotta
flower pots for your spring plantings!
(The first night of each pottery workshop is for clay. Then the pieces are kiln fired
to a stone-like hardness. The second night of each 2 night workshop is for applying
glaze. The pieces are then fired a second time to melt the glaze into a shiny finish.
Pottery pickup is a week after the last class.)
Family Art Workshop fees: $18 per person for 2-night workshop, $9 per person for 1night workshop.

ADULT CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS
BASKETMAKING
Instructors: Jane Dwyer (evenings) and Lois Shive (mornings)
6 Thursday mornings beginning April 23, 9:30 – 11:30 am
Or 6 Thursday evenings beginning April 16, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Begin by making an easy and beautiful wood-bottomed basket with your choice of colored trim. Continue on
to learn techniques for weaving a variety of shapes and sizes of baskets and choose your own project in consultation with the instructor. You can expect to make 2-3 baskets in 6 weeks, depending on your style and
choice of projects. Class Fee: $90, plus $25 materials fee per 6 week session
CALLIGRAPHY
Instructor: Marge Boyd (penandpaints.blogspot.com)
6 Monday afternoons, beginning March 30, 1:00 – 3:30 pm
Come and learn the beautiful art of fine lettering. In the course of a year of calligraphy classes, you will learn the
graceful uncial, italic, and book-hand styles of writing. You construct a small book in whose pages you add lettering and other decorations. Class Fee: $110. List of required supplies available in office.
COLLAGE
Instructor: April Schabes (www.aprilsart.blogspot.com)
6 Wednesday mornings beginning April 15, 9:30 am – 12 noon
Experiment with color and composition to create your own mixed-media collages... an opportunity to “play in
your own world of artistic expression with a fun and easy art form!” Class Fee: $110. List of required supplies
available in office.
DRAWING
Instructor: Lois Hrejsa
6 Thursday mornings beginning April 16. 9:00-11:30 am
Work in pencil or pen and ink to achieve a realistic three dimensional effect on a two dimensional surface.
Value, perspective, composition, landscape, still life and portraiture will be explored. Students with drawing
experience will be encouraged to try other drawing materials such as colored pencils or watercolor washes
combined with pen and ink. Individual and group critiques will help point out what has worked and how to improve that which has not. Class Fee: $110. List of required supplies available in office.
KNITTING
Instructor: Georgann Ring
6 Monday evenings, beginning April 13, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
or 6 Friday mornings, beginning April 17, 9:30 – 11:30 am
Beginners will learn to use the knit and purl stitches, to cast on and bind off, to manage simple increases and
decreases, and to read a simple pattern while completing their first two knitting projects, a dishcloth and then
a scarf. Georgann will help those with experience choose their projects and learn more advanced knitting
skills. Class Fee: $90. Beginning students should bring a ball of Sugar n' Cream yarn, light solid color, and a
pair of 10", U.S. size 9 knitting needles, aluminum preferred. Students purchase own yarn for advanced projects.
LAPIDARY
Instructor: Larry Rothenberg
6 Monday mornings, beginning April 13, 9 -11 am
Turn rough hunks of rock into beautifully polished gemstones. Create a pair of round or oval stones, and then
advance to more complex designs. Class Fee: $90 plus $10 new student materials fee for introductory projects. Students purchase rocks for advanced projects.
MEMOIR WRITING
Instructor: Beth LaMie (www.bethlamie.com)
6 Thursday afternoons beginning April 23, 1-3 pm
Capture some of those wonderful old family stories and experiences. For new writers as well as those with
more experience or from previous workshops. Learn how to organize your thoughts and experiences, how to
enjoy the process and how to elicit stories from others. Beth is a Personal Historian who enjoys helping people start writing their own fabulous family stories. Please bring paper, a notebook or journal and your favorite
writing instrument. Class Fee: $90 (plus $10 workbook fee to be paid directly to instructor in class.)
NO-EXCUSES JOURNALING
Instructor: April Schabes
Fridays, March 27 and April 24, 12 -3 pm
It's not too late to begin! Create a colorful artistic record of your days, your thoughts, your experiences,
through words, collages, photos, poems, magazine images, drawings, watercolor, etc. No-excuses! $10 per
month

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY
Instructor: Rick Steffen
4 Saturdays, beginning April 25, 9-11 am
Bring whatever camera you have, and Rick will help you to use it more easily and more effectively. He’ll demonstrate and share his strategies for composing great pictures, getting the right exposure on each shot, and, perhaps, most importantly, how to look for great subject matter in nature.
Class Fee: $60
PAPERMAKING
Instructor: Marilyn VandenBout (www.vbartworks.blogspot.com)
2 Wed. evenings, March 25 and April 1, 6:30 - 8:30 pm The first week you’ll create handmade papers to be
used the second week as covers for accordion-style journals. Class fee: $30 plus $10 materials fee
PASTEL PAINTING
Instructor: Susan Flanagan (www.sueflanagan.fineartstudioonline.com)
6 Monday mornings beginning April 13, 9:00 - 11:30 am
Beginners and experienced painters are welcome to explore the many creative possibilities of painting with
soft pastels. Develop your individual style as you paint using your own photograph or a still life provided by
the instructor. Learn the principles of composition, shape, color, and value, as well as techniques for under
-painting and pastel applications. Class fee: $110. List of required supplies available in office.
POETRY
Facilitator: MaryAnn Grzych
Tuesday, April 7, then 1st and 3rd Tuesdays for 4 sessions, 9:15 - 11:45 am
Share and supportively critique each others' work, as you learn together to express significant feelings and
ideas through your writings. New participants are always welcome!
Workshop Fee: $37 for 4 class sessions
QUILTING
Instructor: Denise Dulzo
6 Wednesday afternoons beginning April 15, 1-3 pm
Bring your own sewing machine and your own choice of fabrics. Learn to design your project, cut your fabrics, piece them together, add batting and backing, and stitch it all together to create a baby quilt, wall
hanging, or other pieced fabric project. Class Fee: $ 90. Purchase your own fabrics and batting before the
first class. A list of required fabrics and supplies is available in the office.
SILVERSMITHING
Instructor: Dan Snyder
6 Monday afternoons or evenings, beginning April 13, 2-4 p.m. or 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
Learn to design, saw, file, solder, and polish silver into beautiful pieces of jewelry. New students: learn the
basics as you create a sterling silver pin for your first project, then move on to pendants, brooches, bracelets, and more. You can also set polished rocks into sterling silver pendants, which you make by sawing,
filing, soldering, and polishing the silver to fit your stone. Class fee: $90. Materials fee: $15 for new students for first project. Students can expect to pay an additional $40-$50 in silver costs, to be paid directly
to the instructor.
STAINED GLASS
Instructor: Harry Meneghini
6 Thursday evenings beginning April 9 , 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Create beautiful stained glass pieces, by learning the principles of glass design and color and the techniques of cutting and soldering, using both lead came and copper foil to join the pieces of glass. Start with
simple projects, and eventually design your own windows, pictures, and lamps. Class Fee: $90. A list of
glass and supplies which will need to be purchased will be distributed the first day of class, or may be obtained at The Center office, but wait until after the first class to make any purchases.
STONEWARE POTTERY
Instructor: Karen Stasky
6 Thursday evenings beginning April 16 , 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Or 6 Tuesday mornings beginning April 21, 9:30 - 11:30 am
Make strong professional-looking stoneware pottery, such as beautiful stoneware bowls,
mugs, and vases, in addition to interesting decorative pieces. Beginner? Learn a variety of
hand-building techniques. Returning student? Learn to throw pots on one of the wheels.
Class Fee: $90 plus $15 materials fee

FUN! UMBRELLA ART WORKSHOP!
Instructors: Lois Lauer
Friday, April 10, 1-3 p.m. or 6-8 pm
Using permanent ink markers, create your own designs (or use some ready templates) to
make your own unique umbrella, ready for the inevitable spring showers! Lois will have
plenty of suggestions for easy designs, quotes, and colors, and even some templates if
you feel stuck for ideas. Class Fee: $14 plus $15 materials fee includes all supplies, including an umbrella for each student.
WATERCOLOR PAINTING
Instructors: Lois Hrejsa and Lenox Wallace (www.lenoxwallace.com)
6 Wednesday evenings beginning April 15, 6:30 – 9:00 pm
or 6 Thursday afternoons beginning April 16, 1:00 – 3:30 pm
or 6 Thursday evenings, beginning April 16, 6:30 – 9:00 pm
Wednesday evenings with Lenox Wallace feature structured lessons for beginning watercolorists with critique and guidance in composition, values, textures, negative painting, brush stroke usage, and more.
Thursday evenings with Lenox Wallace are for experienced painters, each working individually with occasional guidance and critique. Thursday afternoons with Lois Hrejsa, include instruction in color mixing and
theory, washes, light and shadow, glazing and negative painting, while intermediate and advanced students have the opportunity to further express themselves in watercolor with attention to areas of interest to
the individual student. Opportunities will arise to expand the advanced students' painting experience. Individual and group critiques will point out what has worked and how to improve that which has not.
Class Fee: $110. List of required supplies available in office.
WEAVING
Instructor: Nettie Botts
6 Wednesday mornings, beginning May 6, 9:30 – 11:30 am
New weavers: learn the basics while making a sampler - then design and complete a project of your choice.
Returning weavers study and weave a project in the pattern weave of your choice. Class Fees: $90, plus $10
materials fee for new weavers. Students purchase own threads and yarns for future projects.
WOODCARVING
Instructors: Keith Miller (mornings) and Arlene & Don Lesiak (evenings)
6 Wednesday evenings beginning April 15, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
6 Thursday mornings beginning April 16, 9:00–11:00 am
Learn and practice the tools and techniques of woodcarving using basswood and butternut. Create beautiful
animals, objects, and faces. New students will make 3-6 projects such as a goose, a shoe, an egret, and
miniature people. If you're experienced, you may design your own projects. Class Fee: $90. Wood and
bench knives are available for purchase in class (approximately $25 for wood and bench knives).

Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops. Class and materials fees are due
at time of registration. All class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registration fee.
No refunds or transfers of fees are available for cancellations made less than 24 hours prior to the
beginning of class. To register by mail, send check and the following information: Name, address,
phone, email, name and date/time of class, and if registration is for a child, send birthdate and grade
in school, plus parents’ names and emergency contact information.

Did you know........That if you already have an Amazon account,
you can switch that account to an Amazon Smile account and a
donation will be made to The Center for every purchase made??
We are listed with Amazon under our proper name:
The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community
Parish and Community Center Foundation

The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community
Parish and Community Center Foundation
12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL 60464
708-361-3650
Website: http://www.thecenterpalos.org
Email: centerpalospark@sbcglobal.net

EASTER SUNRISE
SERVICE
The Resurrection is ever new, trumpeting the
good news of everlasting life. We celebrate the
emergence of life through death on Sunday,
April 5th at 7:00 a.m. at our Sunrise Service. We
begin in the Lodge as we celebrate the tomb and
the events leading up to the Resurrection. Then
as we walk out to the hillside in front of the
Chapel, we go into the Sunlight of the Resurrection.

Let us again experience the Resurrection!
Easter Sunday morning,
April 5th at 7:00 a.m.
After the service please join us
for coffee & hot cross buns.

