Easter Egg Roundup is March 30!!! Please click here for more information.
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CENTER NEWSLETTER UPDATE!
Please help us in our efforts to conserve paper and mailing costs of our newsletter. Many folks have elected
to  receive  our  newsletter  electronically  through  our  website.  This  is  a  much  “greener”  way  of  communication  
which saves paper and considerable costs. However, many of you like to receive a hard copy of our newsletter in the mail and we certainly are happy to do that as well. Currently we send out 2,500 newsletters electronically and 2,600 hard copies through the mail. Of you who are receiving this hard copy newsletter we are
asking a favor. Would you please call us, email us or write us and let us know your preferred method of receiving our newsletter, i.e. hard copy in the mail or willing to go electronic. Thank you very much for taking
the time to do this. As always we appreciate your interest and support!

A MESSAGE FROM OUR DIRECTOR
I have to tell you one of my most memorable camp experiences here at The Center when I was a child. I
must   preface   this   story   with   the   fact   this   took   place   back   in   the   60’s   – when things were a little different.
Three  days  into  Ranch  Camp  our  counselors  told  us  we  had  to  scrounge  for  our  dinner.    In  other  words…  go  
find  it.    We  could  butcher  a  chicken  or  rabbit  from  the  farm,  we  could  find  a  meal  in  the  woods…  but  the  goal  
was to bring something back to eat. Several campers decided to butcher an animal from the farm. My partner
and I decided to find something in the woods. What were we thinking? However, upon turning over a piece
of wood on the trail, we found a garter snake. We caught it and brought the snake back to camp. As a young
boy  I  remember  thinking  this  was  just  so  cool…we  were  going  to  eat  snake…which  we  did.    We  fried  it  up  in  a  
pan and ate it. It tasted like chicken. Not bad really. As we were plunderously performing all these tasks two
city kids who were at camp on a scholarship came back with brown paper bags. They whipped out sandwiches  with  potato  chips  and  Twinkies.    Twinkies!    All  of  us  cried  “Foul!  Not  fair!  Where  did  you  get  those?”    
They   had   gone   to   one   of   our   neighbors   houses   (Joyce   and   Jim   Bond’s   house)   and   explained   they   had   to  
scrounge  up  a  meal  and  they  wouldn’t  eat  tonight  unless  they  brought  some  food  back.    We  all  looked  in  be-
wilderment  at  them  and  then  to  our  counselor  who  said,  “Completely  fair  and  pretty  darn  ingenious...  good  job  
boys!”      They   ate   those   Twinkies   so   mercilessly   slow   in   front   of   all   our   faces…   “MMMMM   …   these   are   so  
good!”    Needless  to  say  we  all  became  good  friends  and  learned  a  lot  from  each  other.    Everyone  was  good  
at something and we became a cohesive team. We cleaned barns, rode horses, sang the loudest at dinner,
and took down our counselor on a nightly basis - he would eventually let us tackle him to the ground.
I   can’t   say   it   enough…camp   is   just   a   wonderful  experience  for   a  child.     It   builds  self-esteem, creativity and
camaraderie. There are experiences at camp that you will remember a lifetime. Each year we strive to raise
enough money to send one-third of our campers to camp on a scholarship. These scholarships are awarded
to  families  who  otherwise  could  not  afford  it…and  they  are  so  grateful  for  the  financial  assistance  this  commu-
nity provides. Last week former camper Ryan Smith sent us a check for $100.00 to go into the scholarship
fund.    He  wrote  “As  a  beneficiary  of  the  scholarship  fund  myself,  I’m  very  thankful  for  what  it  meant  to  me.    
Now  I  can  give  a  little  back.    Thank  you.”    Well  we  thank  you  Ryan  for  it  is  your  kind  of  thoughtfulness  and  
spirit that keeps this program alive and well! If you have not given a contribution to our scholarship fund, I
ask that you please consider it. No contribution is too big or too small. It is the collective effort by all that
counts  as  we  try  to  raise  $52,000  for  this  summer’s  program.    There  is  an  envelope  in  this  newsletter,  and  as  
always, your gift is extremely appreciated by us and by many children and their families. Please Help!

Farm and Nature Discovery Preschool
March was a wonderful month with lots of exploring taking place. We
studied the weather and did lots of very cool outdoor experiments as
well as cool crafts. Thanks to the farm staff and some help from the vet
techs that were at the farm, the children were able to make a delicious
bran mash for the animals and got to feed it to them in ice cream cones.
It was a treat for the kids to make and the animals to eat. We also had
our Easter egg hunts on the farm and the kids were able to run around
finding and collecting eggs in different areas of the farm and then play
outdoor games while the parents enjoyed refreshments on our porch.
April will be filled with lots of spring projects and discoveries of the wonders of nature at the farm. Our theme will be Bones and Stones and we
will be learning all about dinosaurs. We are currently registering for next
fall as well as our 5th Annual Summer Preschool, a two-week program
that revolves around learning all aspects of the farm. Leave your children with us and enjoy a few hours to yourself. They will be enjoying
themselves every minute they are here. This year our theme, Bugs and
Blooms, will give us more on the farm to explore. As always, the children get to spend time with the animals, enjoy a hay rack ride, and if we
can squeeze it in, a horse ride. Information and registration forms may be found on our website. This summer program fills fast. Please call Kristin at the preschool at 708-361-8933 or email me at
farmandnature@sbcglobal.net if you would like a tour or information on either program.
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WOMEN’S  SPRING  WEEKEND    Art  in  the  Garden!
Friday, May 17, 5 p.m. to Saturday, May 18, 5 p.m.
Leaders: Lois Hrejsa and Lois Lauer
Join us for a delightful weekend of creativity and outdoor pleasures in the vegetable, fruit, and
flower   gardens   of   The   Center.   Imagine   drawing   a   strawberry…and   then   eating   it!   The   retreat   fea-‐
tures  time  for  sketching,  painting,  writing,  and  special  creative  projects.  If  you  think  you  can’t  draw,  
think again—Lois  Hrejsa  is  ready  to  help  you!  We’ll  also  walk  in  the  spring  woods  and  enjoy  time  for  
personal reflection, as well as warm fellowship and plenty of fun.
Retreat cost: $116 includes leadership, 3 meals, accommodations, and retreat supplies.

Register early to reserve your spot in this wonderful weekend!

It’s  not  too  early  to  think  about  
Summer FARM

FEST!

At the farm, Saturday, June 1, 10 am – 4 pm
Mark your calendars! Tell your friends!
Kick off a summer of fun at the farm!
Horse rides, hayrides, crafts, animals, live music, games,
and  great  food!  Plus  a  “Green  Fair”  of  environmental  organi-
zations and vendors of environmentally-friendly products,
plus garage sale vendors, flea market vendors, and craft
vendors. Spread the word—THIS is the way to start the
summer!

Looking for a wonderful, out of doors, summertime experience?

Summer Camp at The Center

The Center is once again offering a wonderful summertime opportunity for children to learn, play, and grow! Farm and Ranch
Camp, Senior Outdoor Leadership, Farm Explorers and Junior Farmers are all outstanding summer programs for young people
to spend time in the healthy and fun atmosphere of the farm and surrounding woods. The various summer programs are all
slightly different and will each cater to a specific age and interest group. Overnight,  Residential  Summer  Camp  Options…
Farm and Ranch Camps…and Senior Outdoor Leadership Program! Two weeks: Grades 4th – 12th
The Center's Farm and Ranch Camp program is an opportunity for young people to live at The Center for a five night or
twelve night session. The Camp program includes horseback riding, camp crafts, hayrides, farm animals, nature hunts, games,
songs, fun, and laughter. Prospective campers should register as soon as possible. Girl’s  Ranch  Camp  is  already  filled. If you
know of prospective campers, please call or visit The Center for information about registering for a great summer of outdoor fun.
There are also openings in our Senior Outdoor Leadership program for teens entering grades 10th-12th. The focus for
S.O.L members are adventure challenge activities, such as canoeing and camping, learning to live and have fun in the outdoors  as  a  group,  and  leading  younger  campers.    Whether  you’ve  had  experience  in  the  outdoors  or  not,  this  is  a  great  oppor-
tunity to develop useful skills for the future and stretch your limits while enjoying the camp experience.
Farm Camp for grades 5th-7th

Ranch Camp for grades 8th-9th

FARM CAMP

RANCH CAMP

I June 16 - June 28

I June 16 - June 28 (Girls) filled

I June 16- June 28 (Girls)

II July 7 - July 19

II July 7 - July 19 (Boys) filled

II July 7 - July 19 (Boys)

IV July 28 - Aug. 9

IV July 28 - Aug. 9 (Girls) filled

IV July 28 - Aug. 9 (Girls)

12 NIGHT FARM CAMP FEE
$1000

12 NIGHT RANCH CAMP FEE
$1150

12 NIGHT SOL PROGRAM FEE
$1150

Farm Camp for grades 4th-7th

Ranch Camp for grades 8th-9th

FARM CAMP

RANCH CAMP

III July 21 - July 26

III July 21 - July 26 (girls)

5 NIGHT FARM CAMP FEE $550

5 NIGHT RANCH CAMP FEE $675
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SOL for grades 10th-12th
SENIOR OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP

Diane S Trennert Insurance Agency
9712 South Roberts Road
Palos Hills, IL 60465

Day  Time  Only  Summer  Camp  Options…
Farm Explorers…Five Days: Grades 2nd-7th
Our Farm Explorers program is a five day experience that will mimic our residential camps in a daytime only format. Campers, entering grades 2nd
– 6th, in this session will spend lots of time at the farm with the animals and horses in addition to other activities like hiking, camp crafts, cookouts,
group games, singing and more!
Extreme Farm Explorers…Six Days: Grades 2nd-7th
Spend six days side by side with our residential farm campers. This program will mimic Farm Camp except for the overnight stays. Campers will
join us for morning chores, lunch and afternoon programs, and also for dinner and evening activities. We feel this is a great way to satisfy the
camper  that  is  ‘almost’  ready  for  overnight  camp.
FARM EXPLORERS DAY CAMP
Grades 2nd-6th
July 1 – July 5
9am – 4pm

EXTREME FARM EXPLORERS
Grades 3rd -7th
July 21 – July 26

FARM EXPLORERS FEE $300

EXTREME FARM EXPLORERS FEE $450

Junior Farmers…3 days a week for 2 weeks: Ages 3-8
Junior Farmers is a perfect program for our youngest campers. Junior Famers will learn all about the farm and animals while being expertly instructed by Miss Kay. Classes are one or three hours long and meet on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays of each two week session.
JUNIOR FARMERS – ages 6-8

JUNIOR FARMERS – ages 3-6

JUNIOR FARMERS – ages 3-6

June 17 - June 28

June 17 - June 28

June 17 - June 28

July 8 - July 19

July 8 - July 19

July 8 - July 19

July 22 - Aug. 2

July 22 - Aug. 2

July 22 - Aug. 2

Aug. 5 - Aug. 16

Aug. 5 - Aug. 16

Aug. 5 - Aug. 16

Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Mornings 9am – noon
$200

Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Afternoons 1pm-2pm
$84

Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Afternoons 2:30pm-3:30pm
$84

Visit or call The Center today for more information on registration!

Please help send a child to camp!

Camp  Scholarship  Update…

The Camp Scholarship Fund is well underway! We have had some very successful fundraisers
as well as many generous donations from private donors so every day we're a bit closer to
achieving our 2013 goal. We're very grateful for the many contributions that we have received.
The Fund helps children who otherwise would be financially unable to attend camp. Whether
you send $5 or $500, you'll know that you have made a difference. Each contribution you make
to the Scholarship Fund will be matched dollar-for-dollar, and if each of us contributes, in
whatever way possible, we will reach our goal. Another child will have an opportunity to experience the healthy, natural country atmosphere of The Center's Farm and Ranch Camps.

EMERSON HILL NIGHT: "Letters from Lebanon"
Sunday evening, April 14, 5:30 p.m. dinner, followed by 6:30 p.m. program
(Rescheduled from January, when we had to cancel due to health problem of one actress, who is
now fine and ready to provide a great performance!)

Carol Stoub and Marthyann Brandt bring us a 2-women play, using letters which take
us into the relationship between a mother and her daughter who are half a world
apart, each traveling in her own way, each one growing in her life and faith. This is a
true story, in which Carol Stoub plays herself, as a 19 year old college student immersed in other cultures and faiths in Beirut Lebanon and beyond. Marthyann plays
Carol's mother back home, anxiously awaiting letters from abroad as she goes through her life in Amarillo,
Texas. Please join us for a fascinating and educational evening. Dinner costs $16 and requires advance reservations.
REIKI
Sunday, April 28, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room of the lodge
Reiki is a gentle, relaxing and peaceful form of energy healing, especially beneficial for those suffering from
physical or emotional pain. Sharon Butler and fellow Reiki practitioners offer their healing services, asking a
suggested donation of $10 per participant to The Center. Until the 15th of the month, registration is limited to
new participants in our Reiki program. After that time, returning participants may register for any remaining
spaces.
Celebrating your wedding anniversary in April? Then you are invited to our April
ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND RENEWAL OF VOWS CEREMONY
Sunday, April 7, beginning with 4:30 p.m. Vespers.
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral, or a courthouse, we invite you to this beautiful
evening of celebrating and renewing your marriage commitment. The evening begins with a Vespers Service
at 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. After Vespers, you will enjoy a gracious candlelight dinner in the lodge and then
return to the Chapel for the Renewal of Wedding Vows ceremony. For reservations, send $75 for dinner for
two, to be received no later than March 25.
Planning ahead? The next Anniversary Dinner is scheduled for May 19.
TOASTMASTERS
1st and 3rd Wednesdays, April 3 and 17, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Toastmasters is an opportunity for folks who wish to improve their public communication skills, to develop the confidence to stand and speak before large or
small groups of people. The Center's Toastmasters Club consists of staff, volunteers, and friends of The Center. No commitment is necessary to try it out: for
more information, talk to Dave Sanders or Lois Lauer.
THE CENTER SINGERS
Every Monday, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
The Center Singers, a choral group consisting of members of The Center's fellowship, has rehearsals each Monday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. in the Lodge. Led by director Penny Wills and rehearsal accompanist Shirley
Swanson, the group sings once each month at Vespers in the Wayside Chapel and occasionally at special
events. The Center Singers always welcomes new members. If you are interested, please call the office for information.
SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP
A spiritual companion helps others freely explore what God is doing in their lives and guides them toward determining their own response. Spiritual companionship is not psychotherapy, although a person in therapy may also
seek  spiritual  companionship,  in  order  to  explore  how  God’s  call  and  compassion  are  present  during  life’s  toughest  
moments. We all need the love, support, and witness of other travelers on this, our spiritual journey. Spiritual Director Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one spiritual companionship services to anyone seeking spiritual direction through prayer, meditation, and dialogue. The cost is $20/
hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund. Please, call the office at any time for details about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as a spiritual companion all day every Tuesday.

CENTER CINEMA The Darjeeling Limited (2007) Wes Anderson, 91m
Film Classics Shared and Discussed Friday April 5th, 6:30 - 9 pm
After their father passes away, three brothers (Owen Wilson, Adrien Brody,
Jason Schwartzman) decide to bond by taking a train trip across India. Good
plan? Lively, funny, touching, quirky, spiritual. What more could you ask for?
Lively discussion to follow. We'll bring popcorn.
Free, but  please  call  to  let  us  know  you’re  coming.
PATHWAY OPEN An Open Speaker Meeting Saturday, March 23rd
At the Lodge-Speakers: Matt R & one speaker TBA-Fellowship 6:30 to 7pm, Meeting starts at 7pm.
FELLOWCRAFTERS GIFT SHOP NEWS
The  poet  and  artist,  Gwen  Frostic,  said  in  one  of  her  poems,  “The  day  was  still  .  .  
and  bright  .  .  and  warm  .  .  the  day  the  leaves  came  out,”  and  that  is  what  you  can  
experience in the magnificent woodlands surrounding The Center in April, Earth
Month. And while you are here, please stop in the Fellowcrafters Gift Shop to see a
display of delightful floral arrangements to reflect the wildflower display outdoors. Flower pens are fun to use yourself and to give to others. Crocheted butterfly magnets are also beginning to appear in the shop. The selection of items is ever
changing, so please make time to come to our shop and also to walk in the
woods—and remember to look for those tiny leaves to appear! Happy Earth Month
from the Fellowcrafters!
SPRING WILDFLOWER WALKS
Leaders: Carol Alesia and Lois Lauer
4 Thursday evenings beginning, April 11, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Each spring the Palos woods hosts an amazing display of ephemeral wildflowers---short lived beauties that manage their entire life cycle in the short early
days of spring before the oak trees shade the forest floor. By June, these
"spring beauties" are but a lovely memory. So we invite you to join us this
spring, for this series of leisurely nature rambles which will immerse us in the
magnificent progression of spring wildflowers, from the early Bloodroots and
Dutchman’s  Breeches  to  the  Spring  Beauties  and  Virginia  Bluebells  and  finally  
the May apples and Jack-in-the-Pulpits. Both novice and experienced nature
lovers enjoy these walks which include at least one field trip to nearby forest preserves in addition to The Center woods. Please call to register and be sure we have your email (or phone number), so we can contact you
with schedule changes, such as if we walk a week earlier than planned. Wear sturdy hiking shoes for spring
mud. Program fee: $5/walk. Please call to pre-register.
WOMANTALK COFFEE HOUR!
Tuesday, April 30, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
WOMANTALK!   is   a   wonderfully   nurturing   and   supportive   women’s   discussion   group,   led   by   Mary   Ann  
Grzych,  and  focusing  on  the  month’s  readings  in  Sarah  Ban  Breathnach’s  “Simple  Abundance,”  or  any  other  
inspirational resources that ladies would like to bring to share. The focus of Womantalk is on learning to live
authentically, joyfully, simply, and gratefully. Please call to say you will be coming.
Coming up in May:
Our eighth annual SPRINGTIME TEA…amidst  the  Wildflowers!
Sunday, May 5, 2-4 pm
Please  join  us  for  an  afternoon  of  “high  tea”  sandwiches  and  
sweets, plus music, wildflowers,
and  a  humorous  look  at  a  women’s  journey  through  the  
decades o f her life, by Alice Collins.
Weather permitting, seating available both indoors and out.
Hats and gloves encouraged!
Tickets: $25 each (please call to reserve tickets)
(We pre-assign tables to make seating flow more easily, so please
tell us when you reserve tickets if you have friends you with whom
you want to sit, or preferences on seating locations.)
Save the date!
Sunday, June 2, 5:30 p.m.: JAZZ IN THE PINES featuring The Darlene Baresch Jazz Quartet!

Meditation: Attending the Silence
Every Tuesday evening: 5:30 pm- 6:00 pm
Every Monday* and Thursday morning: 9:00 am-9:30 am
*Our Monday morning meditation will be offered specifically for the intention of peace in the world. Please join Chris Hopkins for
a 20 minute period of silent meditation each week. Come whenever you are able.
Gather Round the Table
Sunday evening, April 21st6:00pm
At least once a month we gather in circle for rich conversation and authentic prayer. We remember when Jesus broke bread
with his disciples and friends and we do the same. Please join us in the Parlor of The Lodge.
Vespers in the Chapel
Every Sunday, 12:30 pm & 4:30 pm
Please join us each week for a nondenominational service of music, meditation and prayer led by Rev. Chris Hopkins. The Chapel
stands  on  the  highest  point  of  The  Center’s  grounds  and  symbolizes  the  underlying  spirituality  of  all  Center  programs.  
All are welcome!
Family Service Sunday
April 14th at 10:00 am
Please join us as we gather outside (please dress appropriately) behind the Lodge on the west side of Southwest Highway for
this family friendly service. Our focus for April is New Life! Two short weeks ago we celebrated the Resurrection of Christ. Let’s  
talk about it with our kids. And, of course, we will share a bit of hospitality together, because Jesus always ate with his friends!
3M Mornings each Sunday morning: 11:00 am-12:00 pm
OPEN TO EVERYONE!
We gather to meditate and to reflect upon one aspect of meditation and/or mindfulness. We also spend some time offering each
other support and encouragement in our quest to actually be present to our lives. On the first Sunday of the month, our gathering will be focused on families with children eight years old and older. If you are new to meditation please contact Chris Hopkins
at 361-3650 prior to attending.
LABYRINTH OFFERING!
~Sunday, April 14th 9am – 5:30pm
(Weather permitting. Please call if it looks like rain)
Come and breathe in the fresh air of spring while you walk this ancient way to
pray. It will be set up all day just south of the Chapel. There will be a group
walk and instruction at 2:00pm. If you have any questions please contact Chris
Hopkins, 361-3650.
Spirituality 101: THE POWER OF MYTH
with BILL MOYERS AND JOSEPH CAMPBELL
Beginning Tuesday evening April 16th: 6: 30 pm (or)
Thursday morning April 18th: 10:00 am
For seven weeks, we will watch the lively and expansive dialogue between Prof. Joseph Campbell and journalist Bill Moyers.
First aired on Public Television in 1988, these conversations are timeless and still very relevant. Myths hold the key to understanding our human experience. Please join us for lively conversation, new learnings, and new friendships. The cost is $35 for
all seven sessions. You may pay all at once or pay per class ($5). Registration is required.
Monday Morning Book Club
Monday, April 8th 10am-11:30am
This  month’s  conversation  centers  on:  The Rabbi Rami Guide to Forgiveness. According  to  Rami:  “…(forgiveness)  is  an  attitude  
[not  an  action]  that  one  cultivates  by  looking  more  and  more  clearly  into  the  nature  of  self  and  life.”    Rabbi  Rami  is  down  to earth,
clear, and most importantly, real. Please join us. Registration is required. Free will offering greatly appreciated!
May’s  selection  will  be:  a life of being, having and doing enough by  Wayne  Muller.    From  the  back  cover:    “Why  are  so  many  
good people exhausted, overwhelmed, and bone-weary?    How  can  we  know  when  it  is  time  to  stop,  rest,  and  save  our  lives?    …
Wayne Muller invites us to use fierce clarity, compassion, and mercy on ourselves as tools to craft some genuine, authentic
shape of deep sufficiency in our life and work that, today, is enough. Registration required. Free will offering greatly appreciated!

Sheep to Shawl
Sunday, April 28th, 2013
Noon-4pm
Ever wonder where your wool socks came from, how your favorite blanket was made, or why you see so
many sheep farms while driving through the western United States?
Through the wool they grow, the meat the produce, and the endless products they provide, sheep have become an asset to our society. Sheep shearing is an antique practice that has evolved greatly over the
years and this year’s Sheep to Shawl event will focus on demonstrating different forms of shearing.
Our program will be an entertaining demonstration of sheep shearing practices. The highlight of the event
is the 1:30 P.M. presentation of the sheep which will be accompanied by the pipes and drums of the Emerald Society and then the actual shearing of our own sheep. We will have electric and hand shearing demonstrations for guests to enjoy.
In addition to the shearing, guests can visit all of our animals in the barns. Children will be able to make a
“sheep to shawl” craft and have lunch straight from the farm’s grill.
Admission is $6.00 per person and gates open at 12 noon. See you there!

Spring Junior Farmers

Help join us in the welcoming of spring! Junior Farmers in the spring session will have the unique opportunity to experience all the spring babies of the farm! We will be blessed with the arrival of baby goats, lambs, calves, bunnies, &
chicks! Children will spend one hour a week truly engaged with our farm animals. The junior farmer classes are led by
Miss Kay who has a true passion for baby animals herself. She will certainly pass that love along to all of her junior
farmers!

Spring Session
$84 - 7 week session

Beginning April 6th, 8th, 9th, or 10th
Choose a Session:
Ages 3-6
Saturday 10:00-11:00am or 11:30-12:30pm Beginning April 6th
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 10:00-11:00am or 1:30-2:30pm Beginning April 8th, 9th, or 10th
Ages 6-8
Saturday 2:00-3:00 Beginning April 6th
Ages 6-12
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 4:00-5:00 Beginning April 8th, 9th, or 10th
Ages 9-12
Saturday 3:30-4:30pm Beginning April 6th
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TUESDAY LUNCHEONS
12:00 Noon - 2:00 p.m.
Each Tuesday, we invite you to join us for a delicious luncheon followed by an enriching program. Advance reservations are required by the Sunday before the Tuesday luncheon. Luncheons cost $16. Call The
Center office for reservations: 361-3650. Both the luncheon and the program are always delightful.
Tuesday, April 2: The Benefits of Reconnecting with Nature--It's Good for Your Body and Soul!
Palos  Park’s  new  Recreation  Director  LeeAnn  Fisk  will  speak  of  the  importance  of  getting  out-
side.    Gone  are  the  days  of  kids  playing  outdoors  morning  to  night.    In  today’s  high  tech  busy  
world, both children and adults spend far more time in front of a computer or TV screen than
outdoors. LeeAnn will share information about the link between nature and physical health,
mental health, and even academic performance. Join us for an informative and most interesting afternoon.
Tuesday, April 9: Aprons!
Joan   Vidlak   offers   a   program   all   about   aprons,   from   Colonial   times   to   present.      She’ll   display  
aprons  on  mannequins  and  also  on  audience  members!  She’ll  discuss  the  history  of  aprons  and  
the  profound  place  that  they  have  held  in  women’s  lives.  If  you  have  a  wonderful  old  apron,  we  
invite you to bring it to the luncheon!
Tuesday, April 16: Book  Review:  A  Look  at  America’s  Food  System
rescheduled from March when we cancelled due to the snow...
Lois Lauer will review Michael Pollan's "The Omnivore's Dilemma" and "Food Rules" bestsellers,
using video clips of Pollan speaking about the system which brings food to our table, plus pictures
of some wonderfully positive and creative alternative food production pathways.
Tuesday, April 23: The Earth Calls to Us!
Join the celebration of Earth Day as we view a slideshow presentation by Dr. Richard Treptow on the subject of our world's changing climate. Richard is a retired college professor
and an environmentalist deeply committed to protecting the planet which is our only home.
He will review the causes and consequences of global climate change and discuss the
steps we can take to preserve the Earth for the generations that follow us.
Tuesday, April 30: Kenya
Charma Wicks brings us slides of her trip to Kenya, including a stay in Nairobi where she
visited a refuge for orphaned elephants, where of course animal- lover Charma adopted
a baby elephant (shown here). She also spent 4 days on safari, kissed a giraffe, petted
a baby elephant, saw hundreds of amazing animals and watched the sunrise from a hot
air balloon over Masai Mara.
Coming up in May:
Tuesday, May 7: Glenn Martin on the Piano
Our dear friend and accomplished pianist Glenn Martin once again brings us a delightful afternoon of music. His program this spring is all Chopin, and all about dances:
Grand Walzes & Polonaises mixed with a trip to Venice and a Gondola ride - even a lullaby, with a Fantasia
thrown in for good measure. This is sure to be a delight!

Coming to
a farm near
you........
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Seeking outdoor lovers with
an enthusiasm for
children  and  animals…
The   Children’s   Farm   is   looking   for  
Educational farm Tour Guides to
help with the busy spring season
ahead of us. Farm tour guides are
needed for weekday group tours and
weekend family time. Educational
Farm Volunteers need no experience, as all training will be provided.
The only necessary qualifications are
an interest in animals and nature and
a love for children! Please do not
hesitate to call for more information.
(708) 361-3650

An Ode to our Volunteers!
The  Children’s  Farm
No matter the day or the month or the year
Our volunteers are always here
To help with the animals, whether they are healthy or sick
Our volunteers know they have been handpicked!
A warm friendly smile, and reassuring voice,
is  our  best  dressed  volunteer’s  accessory  of  choice
You often see what others do not,
you can understand what people sometimes just want,
A little compassion goes a long way
A  scratch  on  the  nose  will  often  return  you  a  ‘neigh’
Horses, donkeys, sheep, cows and a goat
Our animals love seeing you and your visits always raise
hope!
Achievements in fundraising, you all should be proud;
the goals you have reached rise higher than clouds.
Time is precious this is all true,
with many other commitments we know
we are only a part of what you do
We know you are busy, with family and friends
your volunteering spirit knows no end.
You  seldom  say  no,  you  often  do  more……
So now we thank you, our easiest farm chore!
Spring time is upon us, that means we need you!
We  couldn’t  run  this  farm  without  you,  
and that much is true!
Love,
Amy, Britt and Miss Kay

Please
Support
Our
Sponsors

15300 West Avenue
Suite 300
Orland Park, IL 60462

Drawing
by
Lois Hrejsa

Visitors are always welcome at the Log Cabins!
Come, let us entice you to express your creative spirit this spring at
THE LOG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS
12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park
(708) 361-3650
We hope you'll sign up and let those creative juices flow! All classes require pre-registration.

KIDS’  ART  CLASSES:  Drawing,  Printmaking,  Papermaking,  Painting,  Pottery,  And  More!
New 6-week sessions begin Saturday morning, April 20. Choose 9 - 10:30 am or 10:30 am -12 noon
SMALL CLASSES, ENTHUSIASTIC TEACHERS! Instructors: Grades K-3: Sarah Heflin, 4-8: Heather Young
Our enthusiastic art teachers invite kids to become part of a creative community, to develop their artistic talents and to learn new ways to express their creativity. Kids have tremendous creative energy and our experienced teachers know how to channel and enhance it! Each season of the year offers new projects and
new areas to explore. The classes are kept small and encourage kids to express their own unique personalities through individual self-expression. Class Fee: $72, includes all supplies, and each session ends with an
art show of the students' creations.
Brighton  scholarships  are  available  for  kids’  art  and  teen  pottery,  based  on  financial  need

Our Kids' Art and Teen Pottery Classes have just begun to display their creations online in the Artsonia art
gallery! You can check out the students' work at
www.artsonia.com/schools/Center28.

SUMMERTIME OUTDOOR ART FOR KIDS—Registration now open!
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings, 9-11 a.m.
Two week sessions begin June 17, July 8 and 29; One week sessions begin July 1 and 22
OUTDOOR ART FOR KIDS is a summer opportunity for kids featuring an immersion in the combined worlds of
art and nature. Class Fee $110 per 2 week session, $65 per 1 week session . When registering for kids' summer
classes, please state grade in school in autumn 2013.

TEEN CLASSES
Teen Pottery (grades 7-12) Instructor: Heather Young
6 Monday evenings, beginning April 15, 6:00- 7:30 p.m.
Art instructor Heather Young is an excellent potter and invites artistic teens to pursue their creative yearnings
in the pottery studio. Heather will offer instruction in both hand-building techniques and throwing pots on the
wheels. Class Fee: $78 includes all supplies.
TEENS are also allowed to register for some adult classes. Please inquire.
ADULT CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS
If you missed the start of a class, please inquire about starting a class late.
Some classes lend themselves easily to late enrollees, some do not. If interested, please ask!

MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOP
Instructor: Beth LaMie (www.bethlamie.com)
6 Thursday afternoons beginning April 4, 1-3 pm
Discover and preserve your own family stories. Use writing prompts, exercises and sharing techniques to
capture memories. Learn how to ferret out story ideas, how to organize your thoughts and experiences, how
to enjoy the process and how to elicit stories from others. Beth is a Personal Historian who enjoys helping
people start writing their own fabulous family stories. Please bring paper, a notebook or journal and your favorite writing instrument. Class Fee: $84 (plus $10 workbook fee to be paid directly to instructor in class.)

ETHICAL WILLS WORKSHOP
Instructor: Beth LaMie (www.bethlamie.com)
6 Thursday mornings beginning April 4, 10 a.m. - 12 noon
Learn how to write an Ethical Will or Legacy Letter for your family, which includes personal value, historypast and present, life lessons and achievements, and hopes for the future. At the end of the course, you will
have completed an ethical will on archival paper. Please bring paper, a notebook or journal and your favorite
writing instrument. Class Fee: $84 (plus $10 workbook fee to be paid directly to instructor in class.)
KNITTING—for Beginners and Experienced Knitters!
Instructor: Georgann Ring
6 Monday evenings, beginning May 6, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
or 6 Friday mornings, beginning April 26, 9:30 – 11:30 p.m.
Master knitter Georgann Ring invites both beginners and experienced knitters to her classes. Beginners will
learn to use the knit and purl stitches, to cast on and bind off, to manage simple increases and decreases,
and to read a simple pattern while completing their first two knitting projects, a dishcloth and then a scarf.
Georgann will help those with experience choose their projects and learn more advanced knitting skills.
Class Fee: $84. Beginning students should bring a ball of Sugar n' Cream yarn, light solid color, and a pair
of 10", size 9 knitting needles, aluminum preferred. Yarn for advanced projects will be determined in consultation with the instructor.
WOODCARVING
Instructor: Keith Miller
6 Wed evenings beginning April 17, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
or 6 Thurs mornings beginning April 18, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Learn and practice the tools and techniques of woodcarving in the round, using basswood and butternut. Create beautiful animals, objects, and faces. If you're new to woodcarving, you'll make 3-6 projects
such as a goose, a shoe, an egret, and miniature people. If you're experienced, you may design your own
projects. Class Fee: $84. Wood and bench knives are available for purchase in class for approximately $25.
POETRY
Facilitator: MaryAnn Grzych
4 sessions, Tuesday, April 2 and 16, and May 7 and 21, 9:15 - 11:45 a.m.
Share and supportively critique each others' work, as you learn together to express significant feelings and
ideas through your writings. New participants are always welcome! The highlight of the spring poetry workshop is always the annual poetry luncheon, at which our poets read their poems in the chapel garden
(scheduled for May 21). Workshop Fee: $35 for 4 class sessions
WATERCOLOR PAINTING
Instructors: Lois Hrejsa and Lenox Wallace (www.lenoxwallace.com)
6 Wednesday evenings beginning April 17, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Instructor: Lenox Wallace
or 6 Thursday afternoons beginning April 18, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Instructor: Lois Hrejsa
or 6 Thursday evenings, beginning April 18, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Instructor: Lenox Wallace
Critique and guidance in composition, values, textures, negative painting, brush
stroke usage, and more. Wednesday evenings feature structured lessons for
beginning watercolorists. Thursday evenings are for experienced painters, each working individually with occasional guidance and critique. Thursday afternoons include instruction in techniques, color mixing and theory, washes, light and shadow, etc, for beginning painters, while ongoing students receive advanced assignments and further explore their particular area of interest. Class Fee: $103 for 6 week session. List of required supplies available in office.
PEN AND INK DRAWING
Instructor: Lois Hrejsa
6-week session begins Thursday morning, April 18, 9:00-11:30 a.m.
Enjoy instruction and critique in shape, value, texture, shading, shadow, composition, and perspective, as
you learn basic drawing, with the added interest of stark black and white contrast. Beginner? Start with simple exercises. Experienced? Work on further development of techniques. Class Fee: $103. List of required
supplies available in office. Weather permitting, students may choose to work outdoors
STONEWARE POTTERY
Instructor: Karen Stasky
6 Thursday evenings beginning April 25, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Make strong professional-looking stoneware pottery, such as beautiful stoneware bowls, mugs, and vases,
in addition to interesting decorative pieces. Beginner? Learn a variety of hand-building techniques. Returning student? Learn to throw pots on one of the wheels. Class Fee: $84 plus $15 materials fee

COLLAGE
Instructor: April Schabes (www.aprilsart.blogspot.com)
Level 1: 6 Monday mornings beginning April 15 , 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon
Level 2: 6 Wednesday mornings beginning April 17, 9:30 a.m. – 12 noon
Experiment with color and composition to create your own mixed-media  collages...  an  opportunity  to  “play  in  
your  own  world  of  artistic  expression  with  a  fun  and  easy  art  form!” Level 2 is for advanced students continuing with collage, altered books, and mixed media projects. Class Fee: $103. List of required supplies
available in office.
BASKETMAKING
Instructors: Jane Dwyer (evenings) and Ann Fowler (mornings)
6 Thurs mornings beginning March 28 or 3 Thurs mornings beginning May 16,
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
or 6 Thursday evenings beginning April 18, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Begin by making an easy and beautiful wood-bottomed basket with your choice
of colored trim. Continue on to learn techniques for weaving a variety of shapes
and sizes of baskets and choose your own project in consultation with the instructor. You can expect to make 2-3 baskets in 6 weeks, depending on your style and
choice of projects. Class Fee: $84, plus $25 materials fee per 6 week session;
$42 plus 12.50 materials fee per 3 week session.
QUILTING
Instructor: Denise Dulzo
6 Wednesday afternoons beginning April 17, 1-3 p.m.
Bring your own sewing machine and your own choice of fabrics. Join our merry group of quilters, as you
learn to design your project, cut your fabrics, piece them together, add batting and backing, and stitch it all
together to create a baby quilt, wall hanging, or other pieced fabric project. Class Fee: $ 84. Purchase your
own fabrics and batting before the first class. A list of required fabrics and supplies is available in the office.
WEAVING
Instructor: Nettie Botts
6 Wednesday mornings, beginning April 17, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
New weavers: learn the basics while making a sampler - then design and complete a project of your choice.
Returning weavers study and weave a project in the pattern weave of your choice. Class Fees: $84, plus $10
materials fee for new weavers. Students purchase own threads and yarns for future projects.
LAPIDARY
Instructors: Larry Rothenberg (mornings) and Sharon Byrne (evenings)
5 Monday mornings, beginning April 8, 9 -11 a.m.
or 5 Wednesday evenings, beginning April 17, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Turn rough hunks of rock into beautifully polished gemstones. Create a pair of round or oval stones, and
then advance to more complex designs. Class Fee: $70 plus $10 new student materials fee for introductory
projects. Students purchase rocks for advanced projects.
SILVER JEWELRY
Instructor: Dave Sanders
6 Tuesday evenings, beginning April 23, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Our rock hound executive director has created some magnificent pieces of jewelry by grinding rocks into
beautiful gemstones and setting them into sterling silver pendants. Dave is offering to help you do that too. If
you've been a lapidary student, bring your polished stones. If not, Dave will provide stones. Class fee: $84.
Materials fee: Students can expect to pay $40-$50 in silver costs, to be paid directly to the instructor.
GOURDCRAFT
Instructor: Karen Caldwell(www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell)
Create amazing designs on dried gourds with acrylic paints, pigment inks, and a
protective coat for a finishing touch.
Monday, April 15: Thunder Drums or Birdhouses*
Choose 1-3:30 p.m. or 6:30 - 9 p.m.
Class fee: $18 per workshop plus $15 materials fee per workshop for birdhouses,
or a $30 materials fee for a thunder drum.
*Early registration is necessary in order for Karen to have your gourd type or size
ready for you.
Check  out  samples  of  Karen’s  gourds  at  www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell.
**NOTE: The class room will be open from 1pm to 9pm so if you have already attended a
class with Karen and have an unfinished gourd at home, you may want bring it during that
time to finish the project, burn a design, add a rim, or other embellishments. There will be
patterns, tools, rimming materials, beads, available. (Register as a Follow-up student.
Class Fee: $7 per hour plus $5 materials fee.)

STAINED GLASS
Instructor: Harry Meneghini
6 Monday evenings beginning April 22, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Create beautiful stained glass pieces, by learning the principles of glass design and color and the techniques of
cutting and soldering, using both lead came and copper foil to join the pieces of glass. Start with simple projects,
and eventually design your own windows, pictures, and lamps. Class Fee: $84. A list of glass and supplies which
will need to be purchased by each student will be distributed the first day of class, or may be obtained at The Center office, although Harry suggests waiting until after the first class to make any purchases.
CALLIGRAPHY
Instructor: Marge Boyd (penandpaints.blogspot.com)
6 Monday afternoons, beginning April 29, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Come and learn the beautiful art of fine lettering. In the course of a year of calligraphy classes, you will learn the
graceful uncial, italic, and book-hand styles of writing. You construct a small book in whose pages you add lettering
and other decorations. Class Fee: $103. List of required supplies available in office.
EARTH DAY PAPERMAKING
Instructor: Marilyn VandenBout (www.vbartworks.blogspot.com)
Monday morning, April 22, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Celebrate Mother Nature in this fun and creative workshop by creating beautiful handmade papers of all sizes, embedded with spring grasses and daffodils. Use your papers for cards, stationery, picture mats, collages, or simply
to remind you of your love for Mother Earth. Class fee: $14 plus $5 materials fee.
SPRING MANDALAS
Instructor: Robin Neumann (openeyesmindheart.blogspot.com)
6 Wednesday afternoons, beginning April 3, 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Use metallic gel pens and vibrant prismacolors to create fascinating symmetrical circular-patterned Mandalas. Let
Robin help you use this ancient symbolic art form to create exquisitely-beautiful designs. Class Fee: $103. List of
required supplies available in office.
PAPERCRAFTS: CARDMAKING
Instructor: Ann Fowler
Tuesday mornings, 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon
Create beautiful cards, sometimes whimsical, sometimes heartwarming, by folding, cutting, gluing, and arranging
layers of papers.
March 26: Spring Animals! Two Easter cards and 2 others that could be birthday or thinking of you using the Cricut
animal cut outs.
April 23: Up, Up, and Away! 4 cards with balloons (hot air and birthday, and a few other things that can fly, using
Iris folding, stamping and pop-up techniques.
May 28: Pockets and Tabs: 4 cards with messages of your choice, made with colorful papers and interesting folds.
Class fees: $18 per workshop plus $6 materials fee per workshop
FUN! UMBRELLA ART WORKSHOP!
Instructors: Lois Lauer
Thursday, April 11, 1-2:30 p.m. or 7-8:30 p.m.
Using permanent ink, create your own designs (or use some ready templates) to make your own unique umbrella,
ready for the inevitable spring showers! Lois will have plenty of suggestions for easy designs, quotes, and colors,
and even some templates if you feel stuck for ideas. Class Fee: $12 plus $8 materials fee includes all supplies,
including an umbrella for each student.
MORE FUN: THINK SPRING Life is Good! TOLEPAINTING
Instructor: Chris Opp
Wednesday, April 24, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Chris Opp will help you to make an easy but artful painting of flowers, using acrylic
paints on a stretched canvas, ready to be hung in your home to celebrate spring. No
experience necessary! Life is good! Workshop fee: $14 plus $12 materials fee.
NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP
Instructor: Rick Steffen
-Digital or Film, Your Choice
Ever wonder how some people get such great photos? Rick Steffen can help you learn to do it too. Just bring
whatever camera you have, and Rick will help you to use it more easily and more effectively. He’ll  demonstrate  
how to take great photos and share his strategies for composing great pictures, getting the right exposure on each
shot, and, perhaps, most importantly, how to look for great subject matter in nature. Rick will bring his laptop, to
demonstrate downloading and organizing photos on your own computer, and will project the class photos at the
last session. We offer 4 workshops and encourage you to sign up for all four!
Sat, May 4, 9-11 a.m.: The Basics of Photography.
Sat, May 11, 9-11 a.m.: The Tools of the Nature Photographer.
Sat, May 18, 9-11 a.m.: Field Techniques of the Nature Photographer.
Sat, May 25, 9-11 a.m.: Review and Critique of Class Photos
Class Fee: $52 for 4 session series ($14 individual session registration)

Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops. Class and materials fees are due at
time of registration. All class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registration fee. No refunds or transfers of fees are available for cancellations made less than 24 hours prior to the beginning of
class. To register by mail, send check and the following information: Name, address, phone, email, name
and   date/time   of   class,   and   if   registration   is   for   a   child,   send   birth   date   and   grade   in   school,   plus   parents’  
names and emergency contact information.

FELLOWSHIP CORNER:
Dale, Linda and Marisa Fausch
The Center has been a part of our family's life for years. Our
relationship began when Marisa joined junior farmers, and
grew through 4-H, horse group, volunteering, Farm camp,
Ranch camp, and Sunship Earth. The Center truly has
"expanded our nature," and impacted our lives for the better. It has taught us to appreciate the little things: the sandpaper tongue of a calf upon our cheek, the giggle of a child as a piglet chews on their shoelaces,
and the "cheep cheep cheep!" of little chicks in Springtime. Thank you to all who support the Center and the great things it does for our community and its children!

Thank you Dale, Linda, and Marisa for the many, many ways you have supported The Center…
through service on our Board of Trustees, by wrapping 200,000 hot dogs at festivals, by camp counseling, and in countless acts of friendship and generosity...thanks for being an important part of the
life of The Center!

Home of The Clovers 4H Club Presents Our Spring Fundraiser...Manure

for Money

Help support our 4H club while improving your soil quality!
The Home of the Clovers 4H
members are selling prepackaged bags of
composted manure for your garden.

18in. X 30in. Prepackaged Bags
$6 per bag
3 bags for $15
Bags of manure will be ready for pick up on Sunday, April 28th during our Sheep to
Shawl event. Please stop by between noon and 4pm. Manure purchases will grant you
free admission to this wonderful event.

HERB AND TOMATO SALE: Please support the camp
scholarship fund by ordering healthy herbs, flowers, and tomatoes for your summer garden. You can access an order
form on the website or call The Center to order. Choose from
3 types of tomatoes, 29 varieties of herbs, plus peppers, cucumbers, zucchini, and other vegetables and flowers.
$4 per pot. Pickup days: May 10 and 11.
Please click the box above for order form.

May 11th & 12th
The Children’s Farm
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Pathway Director Michael Wiggins and his wife Judy--and plenty of their closest
“pen” pals--will be living with the animals to raise money to further our mission.
Updated information at
barntobewild.org

